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SPS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 
--John W, Robinson 


The newly elected officers of the 
Sierra Peaks Section are: 


Chairman Bud Bingham 
Vice Chairman John Robinson 
Secretary Barbara Lilley 
Treasurer Patricia Meixner 
Member at Large Frank Sanborn 


A word of appreciation is in order 
for the outgoing officers led by Chair- 
man Frank Sanborn. Their tireless and 
effective efforts guided the SPS from 
its birth in October, 1955 into a full- 
fledged section with 57 new members and 
& varied schedule of activities. Frank 
was to the SPS what Chester Versteeg 
and Weldon Heald were to the DPS and 
100 Peak section respectively. .The SPS 
was originally his idea and he was in- 
strumental in establishing the section, 
working out the by-laws, planning the 
schedule, leading trips, and in general 
Overseeing the activities. 
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Six Members Avtain SFS Emblem 
- John W. Robinson 
Last summer was quite a busy one for 
the "fanatics" of the SPS! Previously 
our Mountaineering Chairman, Miles Bru- 
bacher, picked out 12 outstanding moun- 
tains in each major area of the Sierra 
as Emblem Peaks and established that 10 
of the 12 must be climbed to attain the 
emblem. So, beginning early in June 
several of us started working toward 
that objective, Bob Sheller and Bar- 
bara Lilley got their 10 early, as they 
had climbed most of the necessary peaks 
in previous summers. By late August 
Bud Bingham, Don Clark, and Pat Meixner 
hed triumphantly climbed their 10th, 
end in September John Robinson finally 
got his. 1956 was quite a successful 
summer for Sierra climbing, and 1957 
should see another half dozen or so 





ascend the magic 10! 
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. . . Bud Bingham, Rich Gnagy 
and John Robinson made an interesting Decem- 
ber climb of Mt. Tom, 13,652 feet. Bud is new 
chairman of Sierra Peaks Section, John is vice 
chairman, Barbara Lilley is secretary and Pa- 
tricia Meixner, treasurer. Very active group.... 


DAN L. THRAPP 





MT. TOM IN DECEMBER / 
-- John W, Robinson 


The winter months are usually pretty 
slack for the SPS; that is, when the 
weather is normal. This season winter 
snows have been tardy, and the SPS has 
been taking advantage of it. Spurred by 
Don Clark's climbing of 13,960 Mt. Le 
Conte on Dec. 23rd, Bud Bingham, Rich 
Gnagy. and I decided to try the Sierra 
ourselves the following week-end. After 
much discussion as to which peak to at- 


“tempt, we decided on 13,652 ft. Mt.Tom. 


After camping in Owens Valley Satur- 
day night we had a 5 AM breakfast in 
Bishop, drove to the locked gate on the 
Horton Lake Road, and commenced hiking 
just as the first light of dawn began 
creeping over the Whites. Upon reach- 
ing Horton Creek we decided to go right 
up the steep south side of Tom instead 
of the traditional route to the west. 
Four hours of. climbing via steep class 
2 couloirs and sharp class 3 ridges got 
us to the summit. We encountered sur- 
prisingly little snow and the weather 
was mild considering the time of year. 
Our only disappointment was the over- 
cast sky that forbade good picture tak- 
ing. Our descent was made via a very 
steep couloir southwest of the peak 
where we had quite a problem with loose 
rocks. We were back at the car by 4. 

Our steak dinners in Bishop tasted 
mighty good that night! 
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Kitching Peak (6,607 As A 


--Tom and Trudie Hunt 
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On Dec. 9th, thirty persons 
set out for Kitching Peak on the 
southeast ridge of the San Ber- 
nardinos. Twenty-eight of the 
group reached the summit and re- 
laxed on its south side out of 
the strong, chill wind for lunch. 
Many of the group were not mem- 
bers of the Sierra Club; at least 
three signed applications with two 
Sponsors before the end of the 
trip. Snow was anticipated but 
nothing colder than the wind was 
discovered. Nothing startling - 
SUN a pleasant hike enjoyed by 
all. 
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On January 26-27 some 75 Desert Peakers and their friends enjoyed the 
scheduled trip to the Sheephole Mts. A chartered bus carrying 40 
people, organized by Walt Heninger, contributed largely to the tre- 
mendous turnout. Although rain and sleet pelted us driving to anc 
from town, a brief snow flurry constituted the sole precipitation 
while we were "on location." 


The Sheephole trip was notable all around. Those of us traveling by 
bus had swell meals both going and coming at San Gorgonio Inn at Ban- 
ning. Our huge crowd Saturday eve necessitated two campfires. While 
Bea Carpenter and Jack Froud led a long songfest, we were treated 
first to sapotas from Wallace Smith's ranch in Vista and then to 
Summit Magazine's first birthday cake, presented to the DPS by Helen 
Kilness and Jean Crenshaw, | 


With cloudy, chilly weather, it was no occasion to sit around and 
vegetate. So Sunday found practically everyone out climbing the 
4500-foot peak or exploring the gold mine. As substitute for Willarc 
Dean, who has escaped the smog to Colorado, I managed to lead some 

55 people up and down the trailless mountain without losing anyone. 
The only one who got lost was I. But charitable friends claimed the 
new route was shorter (if harder) than the one previously followed. 
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PICACHO del DIABLO 
zf (9: Diablo Canyon Burned 
a 5 f — Don Clarke 


A forest fire last spring charred 
the upper three miles of Diablo Canyon. 
On December 27, a party of four led by 
Vern Jones ascended the canyon from the 
San Felipe road. They found that fire 
and subsequent erosion had cleared the 
nightmare of brush from the canyon 
floor. Travel time of 10-1/4 hours 
from Vern's truck to Live Oak Camp 
shows the Diablo Canyon route from the 
east side may now be the easiest ap- 
proach to Picacho. 

Fire had reached all the way up the 
Slot Wash to the summits. Erosion was 
severe and trees burned to charcoal 
stubs on the lower part of the descent 
route. Vern, Graham Stephenson, and 
Don Clarke climbed both summits. Bob 
Tepel gave base camp support. With 
the canyon brush gone, return from Live 
Oak Camp to the First Fall took only 
six hours. . 

The fire has destroyed the beauty of 
the upper canyon, but views from the 
summit are still rewarding and the 
climb is a good one. Allow three days 


for the round trip from the tire tracks. 





The road is for jeeps and trucks only. 


DEC: TWO SIDES TO TELESCOPE 
-— =-Patricia Meixner 
\GS6 


On Nov. 17 at 3:00 a.m. Bob Boyd and 
I watched from our warm sleeping bags 
as Bud Bingham and Graham Stephenson 
started off to climb Telescope Pk, fram 
Shorty's Well, 200 ft. below sea level, 
near Bad Water in Death Valley. 

About 6:30 a.m. Bob and I drove to 
Furnace Creek Inn for Breakfast and 
then took the car up to Mahogany Flats 
where we were to meet Bud and Graham 
later in the day. In the meantime Bob 
and I took a leisurely lı hr, hike to 
the top of Telescope Peak (11,045 ft.) 
via the 7 mile trail, We were just a- 
bout ready to leave the summit at 2:30 
Dem. when we heard a shout---Bud and 
Grahami ll They had made the 11,245 ft. 
climb in eleven and a half hrsill| This 
included about l7 miles of hiking} 

On Sun, we drove up to Panamint 
City. Graham and Bud still with energy 
left joined Bob and I ina climb of 
2,500 ft. to the top of the ridge south 
of Telescope Pk, for a better view of 
the area, We ended the day by having 
coffee with the woman who lives up at 
the mine in Panamint City and some of 
her friends, one of whom has lived 
around Death Valley for 50 yearse 


LEADERS REPORT 











DESERT PEAKS SECTION,  SIZRRA CLUB 

حسم 

© }. Destination: Rabbit Peak (6,623!) <- Dates: Feb. 22503, 1957 
Leaders: John Robinson and لمم‎ Sanborn. s ou ecrire Oe eee 
Number of partictpants starting climb : 26 .. Number reaching objectiva: 8 


ute j > Y- 1 Mil © م‎ ^ : ^ A 
Auto Route anc M Gages: South of Indio on US 99 to junction with 74th 


Ave., 2 mi. south & west to garbage dump. 300 miles round trip. 
Maps of Area : : : 
PS OF / SC Auto Club Riverside County; USGS Indio Quadrangle, 


ital Statistics of the Climb 





Hiking Miteage: 16 miles Tim: Started: 9 a.m. Friday _ 

Elevation Gain; 6600 feet  —— Tim» Summit Reached: 10 a.m. Sat 
Class of Climb: mostly 1sê, some 2nd Tin» Back at Cars: ^ p.m. Sat, 

ype of Terrain: sandy, rocky, brushy at intervals, 

















Dasr otic of the Route 5 
C, EL > 70 9ن 2 ءا لم‎ 5 HIS KOUTE; (See reverse S2 de for man) 


Follow old trail from garbage dump west about 4 miles across altuvial 
fan: switch to another faint trail that goes up ridge between Sheep and 
Barton Canyons, This trail dissapears after about a mile: scramble up 

ES ridge to a flat plateau just below the steep part of the main Rabbit 

ridge. Camp here - no water, little wood. From this plateau proceed up 
steep part of ridge, partly over 2nd class rock, to Rabbit summit 
plateau. Follow summi t plateau ahout 3/4 mile north to large rock that 
ts the hinh point. 


وت م 


js 9 وس‎ C wo is f ^ ^ / و‎ ١ ^. 
f. Special Probíems and/or Difficulties Enccunterad: 


We encountered a rain storm at night in camp and were tll prepared 
for wetness. Most of the group, soaked to the hone, descended next 
morning without climbing peak, Storm didn't let up until mid-morning. 
8 went on to summi t (see names on back). 


a A Amd Ada Ahead Mash. o 


Much cactus om parts of route: glowes should he worn, 


, 
Other Usefull information and Recommendations for Future Trips: 


Be prepared for improbable but possible wet weather, 


idm edi. dii. dile. ww 


Alternate route to camp goes via. a spring in left branch of Sheep 
Canyon instead of up ridge. Advantage is availability of water; di s- 
advantages are steep climb with backpack to plateau camp and one mite / 


nddition in di stance., 
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The KNAPSACK TRIPS TO. RABBIT AND MARTINEZ PEAKS down in the Santa 
Rosa Mountains came off in good fashion. But I'm ashamed to admit 
this is a second-hand report. The weatherman warned me against 
Rabbit, and I did enjoy the scouting trip to Martinez with the Mer- 
tens and Dick Kenyon the week end before the scheduled trip. 


‘It was really wet and cloudy over Washington's Birthday week end when 
John. Robinson and Frank Sanborn led the first trip up Rabbit Peak 
ever scheduled from the Salton Sea side. Eighteen of the gang were 
so discouraged by the clouds Saturday morning, following the rain 
Friday night, that they decided to return to their cars without com- 
pleting the ascent. Undaunted, the other eight climbed to the peak, 
unwilling to give up after knapsacking two-thirds of the way up the 
mountain, This group included the leaders and Peg Sullivan, Andy 
Smatko, Doug Ingle, Eric Thompson, Grant Haddon and Bill Sanders. 
When returning to their cars, the eight peak climbers were pleased 
to discover a trail they had been unaware of on the ascent, which 
reduced hiking time back to the cars to an amazingly quick two hours. 


Walt Heninger's bus trip to Martinez was the usual popular success, 
Dick Kenyon did a masterful job of leading the group. He enticed 
over half the group of approximately 40 knapsacxers to the top of 
Martinez on Saturday, and guided the last weary hiker to the bus 
rendezvous near Valerie Jean's by 4:30 p.m. on Sunday. The hikers 
were blessed with a beautiful, balmy, clear day Sunday, to ensure 
maximum enjoyment of the hike down Agua Alta and Martinez Canyons. 
Recent rains found the desert bursting into life amidst forests of 


ocotillo, palo verde and smoke trees. s 


Chairman, DPS 


RABBIT PEAK كا‎ 
-— Frank Sanborn 


On Friday morning, February 22, 26 
Hundred Peakers, Desert Peakers and 
Sierra Peakers met on Highway 99 twenty 
five miles south of Indio. Our ob- 


jective was Rabbit Peak; starting from 

100 feet below sea level, John Robinson 

led us up a broad alluvial fan with Gar- 
ner Light as assistant. In warm sun- 

shine and flanked by blooming Ocotillo, 

we paused at a spring in a narrow 

canyon for lunch, We spent the early 

afternoon painfully struggling 2,000 

feet up a steep slope to our campsite 

on top of a broad ridge, 

Friday night and early Saturday 
morning a heavy rain soaked us all in 
our sleeping bags. Confronted by rain, 
fog and mud, most of the gang retreated 
to the desert floor. After much dis- 
cussion eight die-hards (mostly Sierra 
Peakers) decided to go on; John Rob- 
inson, Grant Haddon, Eric Thompson, 
Peggy Sullivan, Bill Sanders, Andy 
Smather, Doug Engle, and Frank Sanborn, 

After climbing a very steep, 3,000 
mountain side, and beating our way 
through dense pinyon and juniper for- 
ests along a long ridge, we attained 
the 6,666 foot summit of Rabbit. Swirl- 
ing clouds and a howling wind kept us 
from tarrying; we climbed down 3rd 
class rock in our haste to descend. Sun- 
shine again greeted us as we followed a 
long ridge down to the valley. 6 
malts at Valerie Jean's capped a rugged 
_trip. = 








Ours was the first sizable group to 
ascend Rabbit from the east, and the 
first scheduled trip to do so. Peggy 
Sullivan has the honor of being the 
first woman to climb Rabbit from the 
east, On Saturday, descending, we met 
Barbara Lilley, Vic Metcalf and Rich 
Grazy, who climbed the peak Sunday. 

Not satisfied with Rabbit, John Rob- 
inson, Bill Sanders and Frank Sanborn 
spent Sunday climbing 7,600 foot Ant- 
sell Rock from the Fleming Ranch near 
Idyllwild. A lot of manzanita, brush- 
thorn, scrub oak brush and 3rd class 
rock convinced us that Antsell was one 
of the toughest of the 100 Peaks. We 
were the first ones to climb it since 
1951. 

Frank Sanborn won his Desert Peaks 
Emblem by climbing Rabbit. 
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SIREITA PEAK 
9 ,938 Feet 


^P) L — Pat Meixner 
On Saturday, March 23 at 7:30 a. m., 


27 people started under the leadership 
of Graham Stephenson and Pat Meixner, 


the steep-three-mile almost straight-up- 


in-the-air-at-times climb to the top of 
Salmon Falls. We lost one weary hiker 
there - the others continued on along 
five miles to camp at Grouse Meadow. 
The country in this part of the Sierra 
certainly is lovely -- tall pines, open 
ground covered with pine needles and 
interesting rocky cliffs along an in- 
teresting stream. 

On Sunday, only 21 people made the 
two-mile climb to the top of Siretta 


Peak, A good portion of the climb was. 


made on snow, The day was crisp and 
clear, The view from the top can be 
classified as one of the best in the 
southern Sierra. Snow-laden peaks from 
Olancha and Whitney to Balch Park and 
the Mineral King area could be seen. 
We covered 16 miles on Sunday. 

The last person reached the cars by 
5 p.m. All agreed it was a worth- 
while trip, and it has been decided to 
add this peak to our qualifying list. 


Olancha Peak W 


12,135! 


MAY — John Robinson 





Clear, warm weather was enjoyed by 
61 Sierra Clubbers during an early sea- 
son ascent of Olancha Peak May 4 and 5, 
Fifty three of the participants made up 
the main party that ascended the hot 5 
mile trail to Olancha Pass Saturday 
morning. A cool stream near the Pass 
was the site of our lunch break before 
proceeding 4X miles to our scenic camp- 
site. Looking north, a vast panorama 
of snowy peaks unfolded before our eyes. 

As we settled down for the night we 
received distressing news. Seven well- 
conditioned climbers had decided to do 
the peak in one day, and as they weari- 
ly passed our camp en route down, they 
spoke of deep, soft snowfields that 
made the ascent an exhausting and ted- 
ious operation, We decided our best 
chance was to start early in the morn- 
ing while the snow was still hard- 
crusted, 

Sunday morning we se at 5 and 
were en route by 6, he hard snow 
made for surprisingly easy climbing and 
42 of us reached the summit after 14 to 
2 hours work. The view was superb in 


all directions, as the peak clearly dom- 


inates the southern Sierra. Counting 
42 in the main party, 7 one-dayers Sat- 
urday, and 1 Friday, a total of 50 out 
of 61 made the summit. 

Most of us were back in camp by 9:30. 
The return to our cars was done slowly 
by most, as we wished to enjoy this 
beautiful mountain area and warm sun- 
shine to a maximum, 





APRIL- MAY 1987 


Domeland Trip y 
4 
IA Y == Chuck Miller 


On April 20 and 21, a group of 26 
enjoyed an interesting trip into an al- 
most never visited part of the Sierra, 
one that is close, easy to get to, and 
accessible during the winter and spring 
months when the Sierra farther north is 
"snowed in," In addition to all that, 
the area is spectacular as well. The 
group left the cars along the South 
Fork of the Kern River approximately 
two miles south of Kennedy Meadows on 
the Nine Mile Canyon Road. Hiking 
downstream on a good trail for about a 
mile and a half brought us to the only 
"difficult" part of the trip, fording 
the river. It was cold, but it really 
woke up our feet. Another two miles 
brought us to our campsite near Trout 
Creek at the edge of Domeland. 

Saturday afternoon several of the 
group climbed a nearby unnamed peak ar- 
riving at the top in a snow squall only 
to find the true summit a short way be- 
yond, and an obelisk that would quicken 
the pulse of any good rock climber. 
Needless to say, we beat a hasty re- 
treat because of the snow. 

That night we slept warmly in the 
many caves near our campsite and hardly 
knew in the morning that it had snowed 
during the night putting a one inch 
white blanket on thé ground. Sunday 
morning, which was Easter, the sun came 
up brightly and we started the ascent 
of a nearby dome which was soon to be 
named Easter Dome by those of us who 
reached its top. From here, the whole 
expanse of Domeland spread out before 
us revealing the possibility of many 
interesting exploration trips for the 
future. 

Our trip back to the cars by a route 
somewhat different from that used going 
in revealed a different view of what we 
called "The Saddlehorn," as well as a 
wonderful picture of Domeland we had 
missed on the way in. More snow 
squalls and the re-fording of the river 
added more spice to a successful trip. 

One purpose of the trip was to ex- 
plore the Domeland area to determine 
the advisability of attempting to in- 
clude it as a proposed wilderness area. 
Those making the trip felt it was cer- 
tainly worth wilderness status and in 
need of immediate protection since the 
Siretta Peak area immediately to the 
west has recently been opened to log- 
ging and the Rockhouse Basin area im- 
mediately to the north and east has al- 
ready been penetrated by Forest Service 
roads. The Sierra Peaks Section plans 
to help promote the establishment of an 
appropriate wilderness area. 


Sierra Peaks 


fes ALL members of the Sierra Club the 
mountain range of first love has always 
been the Sierra Nevada. Plans have been 
made year after year in the fall, winter and 
spring toward a week or two (or more for 
the lucky ones) in the high country during 
the summer. In days not too long past it was 
infeasible to plan a trip of shorter duration 
than a week, because of the time involved in 
getting to the mountains and the six-day 
work week. Not satisfied with this once-a- 
vear enjoyment of the Sierra, however, a 
group of Angeles Chapter members have 
within the last seven years made a number 
of week-end trips to peaks sufficiently close 
to roadheads on the east and west sides of 
the range to permit a short knapsack trip to 
the base of the mountain, with a climb to the 
top the following day. 

As a result of the definite interest shown 
in such trips, and through the initiative of 
Frank Sanborn, the Sierra Peaks Section 
was formed in the fall of 1955 as an official 
section of the Angeles Chapter. Prior to this, 
climbing in the Sierra had been restricted 
primarily to the conventional summer period 
from mid-June to mid-September. Now, 
however, the season has been extended in 
both directions until in this last year not a 
month has gone by without some Sierra 
peak being conquered. 

The purposes of the Sierra Peaks Section 
are three: (1) to develop and expand inter- 
est and activity of the Sierra Club member- 
ship in the Sierra Nevada; (2) to promote 
week-end knapsack trips and peak climbs in 
the Sierra Nevada; and (3) to aid in the 
conservation and preservation of the wilder- 
ness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance of 
good trails and clean campsites, and the dis- 
semination of general knowledge concerning 
the range. All of these aims are furthered by 
our primary activity, climbing Sierra peaks. 

The Section maintains a list of so-called 
qualifying peaks, of which Sierra Club mem- 
bers must climb any six to be eligible for 
Section membership. At present this list 
consists of 220 peaks, covering an area from 
Owens Peak immediately north of Walker 
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An Angeles Chapter group 
specializes in summits 


Pass in the south, to Dixie Mountain north 
of Feather River in the north. These peaks 
were chosen because of their elevation and 
dominance of an area. The Sierra Peaks Sec- 
tion is primarily a non-rockclimbing group, 
although a number of rock climbers partici- 
pate in its activities. Consequently by far 
the largest number of qualifying peaks are 
Class 3 or less in difficulty. All of the em- 
blem peaks are Class 3 or less. These latter 
peaks consist of twelve among the 220 quali- 
fying peaks, any ten of which must be 
climbed to be eligible for the Section em- 
blem. The twelve are Olancha Peak, Mt. 


-Whitney, Mt. Kaweah, Mt. Williamson, Mt. 


Brewer, Mt. Sill, Mt. Darwin, Mt. Goddard, 
Mt. Abbot, Mt. Ritter, Mt. Lyell and Mat- 
terhorn Peak. 

Trips are scheduled to include easy climbs 
as well as the more difficult, to appeal to 
climbers of all states of conditioning and 
ability. 


THER activities of the Section include 

monthly business meetings, picture par- 
ties, program presentations at designated 
chapter meetings, assistance on various club 
and chapter special activities, publishing the 
Sierra Echo, a bi-monthly Section paper, 
and investigations of conservation problems 
relating to the Sierra. 

In these ways we hope to promote the 
Sierra as a wilderness retreat for larger num- 
bers of Sierra Club members, and to extend 
protection for those wilderness areas in the 
range not presently within established wil- 
derness boundaries. This we want to do so 
that those who follow in our footsteps to the 
summits in the “Range of Light" can enjoy 
the same exhilaration that we do each time 
we conquer yet another Sierra Peak. 

CHARLES B. MILLER 
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Speaking of future trips, one to Mt. Inyo has become a must. 
This is because the U. S. Board on Geographic Names has approved our 
request for the above name for the neighbor of Mt, Keynot, on which 
John Robinson and Bud Bingham led a pioneering trip last October. 
Yours truly plans to lead a dedication trip to Mt, Inyo next October 
to place a register, It isn't every day one gets to officially name 
a peak! 





DPS Chairman 
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Florence Peak — 12,408! 
Vendever Mountain —- 11,918! 
| ا سيم‎ s 


Thirty-five enthusiastic Sierra Club- 
bers and guests assembled at Mineral King 
Saturday morning, ready for the 4,600! 
climb of Florence Peak, Several hours Cam, 
later, after 2,500! of steep trail and | 
some snow climbing and rock scrambling, 
nany of us were not quite so enthusiastic. 

Snow had blocked the trail above 11,000!, 
necessitating some rather strenuous de- 
tours. Nineteen managed to reach the 
summit and enjoy the rugged panorama of 
snowy peaks. Many of the others rested 
at the Franklyn Lakes, our lunch stop. 

That night we encountered no trouble 
Sleeping by our cars in and around Miner- 
al King Public Camp. 

Sunday morning 25 of us arose to climb 
Vendever Mountain, the easier of the two 
peaks. Hiking through beautiful green 
forests and grasslands we encountered 
several deer,  Six-year-old Dennis Aus- 
tin led us to the top of our peak in 
snart fashion. 

Youth seems to be in the forefront on 
many of this year's SPS trips. Besides 
little Dennis, other active young climb- 
ers are his brother Mike, age 13, Kenneth 
and Philip Merton, 12 and 13, and Peter 
Hunt, 15. We old-timers (over 21) really 
have to hustle nowadays to keep up with 
the group. 
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RECORD OF SUMMIT CLIMB - 
This is to certify that 

Me 
has succe 





mni. 
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of Long Henu Calibaewn 
4 climbed to the summit of Mount Rainier with a 
party of 2 Climbers and 2 guides. The party left 
Paradise about noon of the first day and after spending the 

night at Camp Muir hut (10,000') reached the Summit of Mount 


Rainier 14,410! at 9:00 m, - mul 28 1937. 
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SOUTHERN S/ERRAN 


SIERRA PEAKS 


Mount Agassiz (13,891!) / 
-— John W, Robinson 





Twenty-five Sierra Clubbers and guests 
Started out from South Lake Saturday morn- 
ing, August 3, bent on climbing Mount A- 
gassiz, northernmost of the Palisade sum- 
mits. Reaching their lakeside camp four 
miles later, most of the party decided to 
relax and soak up the sun the rest of the 
day. Eight peak-bagzers decided to add 
Mount Goode, towering najestically above 
them (so they thought), to their list. 
Two hours later they scrambled onto the 
summit only to find they'd missed their 
mark — it wasn't Mount Goode. The dis- 
gusted climbers promptly named it "Mount 
No Goode," 

The warm sunshine and beautiful sur- 
roundings of Saturday afternoon apparent- 
ly dulled the "climbing bug" in many of 
the knapsackers, for only eleven of them 
made up the assault party on Agassiz Sun- 
day morning. The peak was ascended with- 
out difficulty and a rugged panorama of 
the Palisades et al was enjoyed, The 
descent and return to South Lake was ac- 
complished by mid-afternoon. Another 
Sierra week-end "away from it all" had 
ended with pleasant memories. 

Leader - Chuck Miller. 
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Mount Conness (12,5561) V. 
-- John W. Robinson 





The appeal of hiking in the Sierra 
without the burden of a heavy pack at- 
tracted thirty-eight climbers and fam- 
ilies to the Tioga Pass area August 17, 
Mounts Conness and Dana were the knap- 
sackless objectives. 

Saturday morning found eighteen people 
creeping up Conness at an enjoyable snail- 
pace - quite strange for the SPS. The 
four miles to the sumnit were done in five 
hours - even grandmother would like this 
one! 

Sunday a. m. found fourteen stalwarts 
reporting for the Dana venture. The pace 
was slightly faster this time, and all 
made the summit early, although with a 
slightly more audible puff, To repeat, 
the too oft-repeated expression: The 
View was marvelous! 

Six peak-baggers traversed over to 
Mount Gibbs, Dana's sister heap of talus. 

Everyone was down and out by 3:30. 

Leader - Bill Sanders. 


SEP OCT. ITE 


SOUTHERN SIERRAN 


Published Monthly 
by 


The Angeles Chapter Sierra Club 
$1.00 per Year 


Editor: Julia Owen 
704 South Spring St, Room 902 
Los Angeles 14 
Subscriptions: Irene Charnock 
4620 North Cogswell Road 
El Monte 


ANURWOPKE saa WUm c ee MAG Ewen 

Associate Editors: 
Book Reviews . . 
Conservation . . 
Desert Peaks . , 
Harwood = — —— 
Hundred Peaks . 
Mailing ® 292725 


. . Mildred Myers 
Natural Science , 


e . . Dan Thrapp 
Parker Severson 
e . e Nina Rork 
- « Walt Wheelock 
Howard Hollenbach 
. Velma Groover 

. Shirley Sargent 
: . . Marion Jones 

Rock Climbers , e « 5 . Pat Boyd 
Sierra Peaks . . . John Rob n 
Songsters . .. e . Leola Blair 
Stuffing . . . James and Rose Bussey 
Teen-Age , Kathy Underwood 


SIERRA PAG 


Mt, Lyle (13,114!) 
-— John Robinson 
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Forty seven Sierra Olubbers and guests 
started up the Tuolomne River from Tu- 
olomne Meadows Saturday morning of the 
Labor Day Weekend. The backpack to Up- 
per Lyle Base Camp was lengthy but easy, 
going via the Muir Trail, Upon reaching 
camp in the early afternoon, most of the 
large group relaxed. Some took a swim, 
and three peak-baggers climbed nearby 
Donohue Peak, 

Sunday morning forty two started out 
for the objective, Mt, Lyle. The going 
was relatively easy until the Lyle Gla- 
cier was reached, The glacier was so 
heavily sun-cupped that great care had 
to be taken to insure proper footing, 
Above the glacier some third Class was 
encountered, Forty one reached the sun- 
mit to enjoy a nice view amid Calm, warm 
weather, 

Fifteen of the group went on to as- 
cend Mt. Maclure, Lyle's sister peak, 
This involved scrambling over very loose 
talus. 

Most got back to Tuolomne Meadows by 
noon Monday, allowing plenty of time for 
the long drive home. 
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Crag Peak (9,555!) Oct. 26-27 


— Bud Bingham 


Plans for a very strenuous week-end 
were diverted into a rather pleasant and 
easy knapsack trip to the base of Crag 
Peak; located north of Kennedy Meadows 
in the Southern Sierra, Unfortunately, 
club members will not contact the lead- 
ers for last minute details on scheduled 
trips and consequently were not briefed 
on an easy fall trip into a beautiful 
timbered area. The ascent of Crag Peak 
was made over easy terrain, and the 
final summit pitch on easy third class 
route, 

Saturday afternoon was spent loafing 
near camp or practicing a little rock 
climbing. Barbara Lilley went com- 
pletely ape and made a first ascent on 
& very tall pine tree. Peter Hunt, 
most admirably supplied with prefab- 
ricated snowballs, was about to lam- 
baste his opponent with a heavy salvo, 
when the idea backfired when his op- 
ponent charged un-armed and succeeded 
in putting no less than one snow-ball 
down Peter!s neck. 

All ten people enjoyed & good din- 
ner together at Mojave on the return, . 


tect] Tite X 
=- John W. Robinson 


Fifteen year old Peter Hunt has become 
quite a Sierra Mountaineer, He has al- 
ready climbed ten emblem peaks to earn his 
SPS Emblem after starting the season with 
only Whitney. He, along with veteran 
Barbara Lilley and probably Sam Fink (if 
not he's mighty close), are the only ones 
to hold all three Sierra Club hiking em- 
blems: SPS, DPS, and 100 Peaks. Next 
year he wants to complete the fourteen 
14,000! peaks - he's already got 5. 
Pretty soon he's going to be hard put 
thinking of new goals. 

The elder Hunts, Tom and Trudie, have 
accompanied Peter on many of his Sierra 
trips. They have five emblem peaks with 
two more in prospect next month. 


DEC. 1957 p 


Sierra Peaks VY 


-- John W., Robinson 


ea ctr‏ السو رد 
The SPS's "Open Sierra Season" is pretty‏ 
much limited to the four months, June‏ 
through September, for obvious reasons of‏ 
weather and snow conditions. This holds‏ 
true for all but a handful of qualifying‏ 
n the extreme southern portion of‏ : 
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bw of this, Sierra Peakers figura- 
tively lined up" at the beginning of the 
1957 seskon for one of the most concen- 


. There wasn't a week-end 
4 through September that there 
any SPSers enjoying thein 
ange. 
As far fhs can be determined, at least 
Mbe Sierra peaks were ascended 
alPeakers this season. These 
. ascents. Among 
plus were eleven of 
the twelve emblem eaks. Eight 
Sierra Peakers mangged to earn their 
badge this summer, fraising the total 
SPS emblem holders bo sixteen. These 
eight new members of the select circle 
of peak-baggers are|]pr. Andrew Snatko, 
Dr. Robert Wade, Tof Ross, Peter Hunt, 
Sanders, Rich Gnagy, 


-agiilif 0115 beginning earlier 

em ual this Kear, our season halted 
rather abruptly. \ Already, however, 4 
we're planning n season's campaign. 
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DESERT PEAKS SECTION - NEWSLETTER NO. 52 
ANGELES CHAPTER + SIERRA CLUB 


December 1, 1957 








The dedication trip to MOUNT INYO left vivid memories with the 19 | 
eager beavers who waited for their leader (yours truly) to show up in 
Lone Pine at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 19. Things started aus- 
piciously Saturday morning - sunny, Swell view of the Sierras and a 
semblance of a trail - including lunch with fresh flowing water. 

From there on things became increasingly rough. First the trail 
disappeared. Then, when we relocated it, it went straight up a scree 
Slope practically at the angle of repose. As we churned up the tread 
mill, the weather clouded up and the winds arrived. In a pine-cone 
carpeted gulley at the 9500-foot site of an old mine, we made a windy 
camp, 


Up at five Sunday morning, we were greeted by lowering clouds, which 
wreathed all neighboring ridges and blotted out all distant views, 
At five-thirty, Lilley, Ross and Sanders headed for Mt. Keynot as a 
warm-up for Mt, Inyo, The rest of us took off at Six, with snow 
flurries now further limiting visibility, not too sure we would even 
make Mt. Inyo. By heading uphill we managed to get to the top, and 
so did the Keynot trio about an hour behind us. It took a compass 
to get us back to camp, as the snow came down increasingly heavily. 
To prove how scree-filled the trail was, the downhill trip to our 
cars took only 2 hours, versus 6 hours up to camp. We planted our 
register all right, but Snag had a workout in the process! 


The BUS TRIP TO DEATH VALLEY on November 2-3 likewise ran afoul of 
the weatherman, To avoid showers, many people "slept" in their bus 
seats on Saturday night. However, Walt Heninger saw his party to all 
scheduled points to visit and got it home just ahead of the milkman 
Monday morning. The party made the long climb of Avawatz Peak from 
sheep Springs Saturday. Sunday they made the much easier climb of 
Funeral Peak and subsequently took in Dante's View for good measure, 
All reports were unanimously favorable of another swell Heninger- 


conducted Greyhound trip, 

November was a fruitful i a OUTLAW TRIPS, Over Veterans! Day 
week end, the Hunts, Bob Boyd and John Robinson earned two points on 
their Qualifying List, First they snow-climbed Glass Mtn., where 
they enjoyed incredibly clear views of the White Mts. and of the 
Sierra Crest from Sill to Conness, Discouraged by reports of heavy 
snow on Mt, Jefferson, they headed home via Death Valley Junction, 
where they picked up nearby Pyramid Peak. Later in the month Chuck 
Miller and Graham Stephenson knocked off three other qualifying 
desert peaks during a week's vacation trip. They reached the sum- 
mit of the Big Marias in easy fashion, but ran into some snags on 
Clark Mt. and Providence Peak. Since I, too, found those peaks a 
bit elusive upon occasion, I can sympathize, Needless to Say, Chuck 
end Graham merely lost some time on Clark and Providence, no doubt 
negotiating them in less time than any scouted scheduled trip would 
ever make them, 
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Desert Peaks Chairman 
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HALF DOME, showing route and bivouacs 
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Ansel Adams 


Half Dome — The Hard Way 


HEN three young climbers stood on 

top of Half Dome on a late June after- 
noon, it was the climax of a full five days of 
arduous climbing. Jerry Gallwas, Mike Sher- 
rick, and Royal Robbins had just completed 
the first ascent of the northwest face of this 
stupendous monolith at the head of Yosem- 
ite Valley—a climb that had until recently 
received little serious thought because of its 
length (a full 2,000 feet above the base), its 
steepness (genuinely vertical), and the ap- 
parent lack of a feasible route. 

The first serious attempt by any of this 
group of Sierra Club members from south- 
ern California was made by Don Wilson, 
Warren Harding, Gallwas, and Robbins in 
1954. The attempt yielded experience and 
information: the upper and lower portions 
of the wall were probably climbable, but the 
300-foot diagonal traverse in between ap- 
peared disconcertingly smooth and fissure- 
less. 

The second (and successful) attempt be- 
gan when Gallwas, Sherrick, and Robbins 
arrived at the base of the wall on Sunday 
afternoon, June 23, 1957. They managed, 
that day, to climb 150 feet up the face. They 


placed a fixed rope, then descended and bi- 
vouacked on the ground—their last contact 
with it until five nights later! 

In the next day and a half, moving as fast 
as possible, the party climbed 900 feet. This 
brought them to what had appeared to be the 
crux of the climb, the Great Traverse. Get- 
ting halfway across it took the rest of the 
second day (Tuesday), required many pitons 
and expansion bolts, and necessitated a dif- 
ficult and spectacular swing traverse. (A 
swing traverse is a maneuver resorted to 
when there is open or otherwise unclimb- 
able space between where the climbers are 
and where they want to be—a climber be- 
comes the bob on a self-propelled pendulum 
and tries to swing out far enough, on a rope 
suspended from a piton or other anchor, to 
reach the distant holds.) _ 


` The trio completed ‘the Great Traverse 


Wednesday morning and left a fixed rope to 
facilitate retreat, then spent the rest of the 
day climbing a network of connecting cracks 
that occasionally resolved into a chimney in 
which more normal progress was possible. 

At the end of this third day the climbers 
had attained a point about 1,500 feet above 


the base. By this time the combination of 
fatigue, strong sun, and continuously difficult 
climbing had so slowed them down that they 
took two full days to climb the last 500 
feet. They reached the summit late on the 
fifth day with only two hours of daylight to 
spare. To expedite progress on that last day, 
the team had thrown off the pack containing 
all gear not essential to climbing or safety. 


It fell the 1,800 feet to the ground without , 


touching the wall (but was later retrieved 
undamaged! ). 

Even enthusiasts must admit a certain 
amount of calculated risk on a climb of this 
kind. The party recognized that the difficul- 
ties of removing an injured climber from the 
face might be insurmountable. Therefore 
the emphasis was on climbing as safely as 
possible, and the ascent proved a great and 
successful adventure. 

About 275 pitons were placed, and 20 ex- 
pansion bolts. The bolts (which can be 
placed only after arduous hammer-and-drill 
preparation of holes to receive them) were 
used only where they seemed essential for 
progress or safety, and should be sufficient 
for parties making the climb in the future. 

RovAL ROBBINS 
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SIERRA PEAKS SECTION ~ 


Purpose: T'o develop and expand AED: Bud activity 
of the Sierra Club membership in the Sierra Nevada 
Range. To promote weekend knapsack trips and 
mountain climbs in the Sierra Nevada, and to cul- 
tivate close comradeship among hikers and mountain- 
eers. To aid in the conservation and preservation 
of the wilderness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance 
of good trails and clean campsites, and the dissemina- 
tion of general knowledge concerning the range. 


Membership: Any member of the Sierra Club may 
become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qualifying list maintained by the section and 
making application for membership in writing to the 
secretary. The section meets the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at club headquarters at 7:30 p.m. 


Chas. Miller (Ch.) Bill Sanders (V. Ch.) 
Barbara Lilley (Treas.) Charlotte Parsons (Sec.) 


(Alt, Officer) 
LIST OF SIERRA PEAKS SECTION EMBLEM PEAKS 
Emblem attained by climbing 10 out of the 12 
following peaks (listed south to north): 

Olancha Pk. (12,135) 

Mt. Whitney (14,495) 

Mt. Kaweah (13,816) 

Mt. Williamson (14,384) 

Mt. Brewer (13,577) 

Mt. Sill (14,162) 

Mt. Goddard (13,568) 

Mt. Darwin (13,830) 

Mt. Abbot (13,715) 

Mt. Ritter (13,157) 

Mt. Lyell (13,114) 

Matterhorn Pk. (12,281) 


The climbing of 6 out of a list of 200 SPS Qualify- 
ing Peaks is necessary for section membership. This 
list may be obtained by writing to the secretary, 





FEB. 8-9 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Sawtooth Pk. (7,770'), Owens Pk. (8,475'): These 
two qualifying peaks at the southern end of the 
Sierra make interesting winter climbs. For Sawtooth 
turn off U.S. 6 four mi. north of junction of U.S. 6 
and U.S. 395 onto Nine Mile Canyon Rd. Hike begins 
at the summit of this road 8:00 a.m. Sat. It is strenu- 
ous class 2, probably in snow. For Owens, the easier 
climb, leave 8:00 a.m. Sat. from Homestead Cafe on 
U.S. 6. Turn west just north of Homestead and drive 
to end of Indian Wells Canyon. Car camp Sat. night 
in wash halfway up Indian Wells Canyon. Bring 
water and wood, Try either peak or both. Hiking 10. 


mi. Sat., 8 mi. Sun. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON (Saw- 


tooth), DON CLARKE (Owens) 
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` APRIL 5-6  SAT.-SUN. 
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_June Lake turnoff 57 mi. north of Bishop. | 


APRIL 19-20 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA P 
Domeland — 8:00 a.m.: As a ORAS xn on la t year's 
successful exploratory trip into the edg of د‎ 
the trip is planned this year to take a € ose loc ook 
more of this area. Short backpack vanae 
gain to campsite will give us a good 
8:00 a.m. Sat. at Pine End Camp on N 


mi. north of 6 and 395 junction. “Caray an 
there to end of road. Driving 350 mi. - leade 1 
MILLER. Asst.: TOM AMNEUS. AMMA Dy توت‎ 


MAY 3 SAT. SIERRA EO d 


San Joaquin Mt. (11,584') — 9:00 a.m.: This can be 
a combination weekend. Climb San Joaquin Sat. with 
the SPS, Glass Mtn. Sun. with the DPS. For San 
Joaquin meet at the junction of U.S. 395 and the 










equipped with sunburn preventative and dark. gl 
for most of the hike is on snow. The 8-mile roi pa 
trip and 4,000' gain will be rewarded with a superl 
view of the Banner-Ritter group. Driving - 640 mi. 


Leader: BILL SANDERS. Asst.: JOHN ROBINSON, 
Leaders iB! ERS. ..: Lem 





MAY 17-18 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA vas 
Independence Pk. (11,773'), Kearsarge Pk. (12,598' 
An early season snow climb of two qualifying peaks 
lying east of the main Sierra crest with wonderful views. 
of the latter. This is a car camp, no knapsacking. | 
Meet 9:00 a.m. Sat. at Onion Valley for Independence 


Pk., a steep snow climb with some 3rd class near the 
summit. Kearsarge Pk. ascent begins 8:00 a.m. Sun. 
same place. This climb is longer but less difficult. 
Come for either or both. lce axe and lug soles re- 
quired. Hiking, 6 steep miles Sat., 8 miles Sun. 


Driving 460 mi. Leader: * -CHN BORNSON. Asst.: 


BILL SANDERS. 





SIERRA PEAKS 


MAY 24-25 SAT.-SUN. 
Cartago Pk. — 12:00 noon: Rugged, exploratory, 
trailless, cross-country hike. This will involve no 


backpacking but some 3rd class may be encountere 1. 
Carry 2 qts. water and wear lug soles. Meet Sat. 
noon at airport pack sta. at Union gas sta. in Grant. 
2 mi. south of Olancha on U.S. 6. Caravan to camp. 

Hike will start at 6:00 a.m. Sun. up Cartago Cr. Gain 
in elev. 7000 ft. Hiking 16 mi., driving 400 mi. Leader: 

FRANK SANBORN. Asst.: JOHN. ROBINSO 


CLIMBED TAIL, MUAH — 


MAY 30-31-JUNE 1 FRI.-SUN. | SIERRA PEAKS | 


Yosemite Knapsack — Half Dome and Clouc : Rest — 
9:00 a.m: We will meet at start of trail. at 3 Isles 
9:00 a.m. Friday. Knapsack past Vernal | an 

Falls to camp by Merced River. Friday p p.m. ex 

at your leisure in Little Yosemite NETS 3 at. climb 
Half Dome and Clouds Rest, Sun. returı ste ae ^o 
cars. Hiking مه‎ trail 15 mi, 6 with packs. C ntact 
leader for possible change in plans it Hein “snow 
ditions. For transportation see Wa Heni Ir. 
up on the b s trip to A Rire your ch 
early Rods E TOMSA AMNEUS EUS, A 


























JUNE 14-15 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Matterhorn Peak (12,281') — 9:00 a.m.: A beautiful 
snow ascent of our northernmost emblem peak. Leave 
upper Twin Lakes campground 9:00 a.m. Sat. Pack 
5 miles to camp with wood and water. Snow and ice 
climbing practice Sat. afternoon. Sun. climb peak over 
steep snow and return to cars. Must have ice axe and 
lug soles. Crampons optional. Driving 800 miles, but 


well worth it. Leaders and Trans.: JOHN ROBINSON 


and GEORGE WALLERSTEIN. 





JUNE 28-29 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Summit Lake — 7:00 a.m.: This knapsack hike to Sum- 
mit Lake is especially attractive this time of year, 
with rushing streams, Sequoia forests, and vistas of 
snow-clad peaks. From our camp at the lake (9600') 
you are free to loaf, explore Wild Maggie Basin, or 
climb Mt. Maggie — an S.P.S. qualifying peak. Lots 
of wood and water. Hiking with packs 8 miles to lake 
on good trail. From Porterville, follow Hwy. 190 to 
Springville. Turn left and drive up road to Balch Park. 
Meet Sat. at 7:00 a.m. at Shake Camp near Balch 
Park Pack Station. Driving 410 miles. Contact leaders 
for trans. Leader: FRANK SANBORN. Asst.: CHUCK 
MILLER. - : 


JULY 4-5-6 FRI.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mt. Kaweah (13,816'): A strenuous 3-day backpack 
to our most inaccessible emblem peak. Experienced 
hikers in top condition will enjoy a good workout in 
a seldom-visited area of the Sierra. There should be. 
lots of snow. Contact leaders before going. Leaders: 
VERN JONES, TOM AMNEUS, and BILL SANDERS. | 


| climbed Black r Red Haweahs 








JULY 12-13 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS > d 


Lake Ediza — 9:00 a.m.: Meet in Agnew Meadows 
at the end of the road Saturday. This will be an easy 
backpack trip to Lake Ediza Saturday. On Sunday we 
will take a day exploring the lakes under the Minarets. 
This area, the Ritter-Banner area, is one of the most 
beautiful spots in the Sierra. Saturday hiking 8 miles. 
Sunday hiking about 12 miles. Driving 640 miles. 
Leader and Trans.: PETER HUNT. Asst.: TRUDIE HUNT. 


( climbed Banner, Clyde Mina 


JULY 26-27 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS; 


Mt. Sill (14,162') — 8:00 a.m.: Northeast snow chute 
Class 3. Spectacular route over the largest glacier in 
the Sierra. Two practice rock climbs or equivalent re- 
quired. Meet at roadhead, north fork Big Pine Creek, 
8:00 a.m. Saturday. Backpack 5 miles, 3000-ft. gain, 
to camp at timberline below Palisade Glacier. Contact 
Asst. Leader before going on trip. Driving 550 miles. 
leader: MttES—BRUBACHER. Asst-—ond—Trans:: BUD 


BINGHAM. Asst: JOHN QoQINSOM 


AUG. 2-3 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mt. Dade (13,635'), or Bear Creek Spire (13,705') 
— 9:00 a.m.: Meet at the end of the road in Little 
Lakes Valley, Rock Creek, 9:00 a.m. Saturday. Turn 
left at Tom's Place, 25 miles north of Bishop on U.S. 
Hwy. 395, onto the Rock Creek Road. Knapsack to 
lovely lakeside campside. Hiking 5 miles, 1500 ft. gain. 
Mt. Dade: A spectacular but technically easy peak. 
Trip designed for those wanting moderate exercise and 
gorgeous scenery. Hiking 9 miles Sunday, 2500 ft. 
gain. Leaders and Trans.: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. 
Bear Creek Spire: Class 3 climb. Those choosing this 
climb must have attended at least two practice rock 
climbs by the R.C.S. Hiking 11 miles Sunday, 2500 ft. 


AUG. 9-10 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mineral King Car Camp — 9:00 a.m.: Here is an easy 
one in this beautiful Zermatt-like valley. Artists, photo- 
graphers, sunbathers, fishermen, bird watchers, butter- 
fly chasers, and just plain loafers are welcome. Meet 
at Mineral King Public Camp 9:00 a.m. Saturday. If 
anyone has high ambitions, there will be a climb of 
Sawtooth on Sunday. Driving 500 miles. Leader: 
MILES BRUBACHER. Asst. and Trans.: DICK MOSLEY. 


AUG. 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA TU 


Mt. Emerson (13,226') — 9:30 a.m.: Meet 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday at North Lake Campground. Easy knapsack 
about 4 miles with pack along Piute Pass Trail to 
Loch Levan (10,800'). Those who wish may visit 
Piute Pass, 600 ft. further in elevation. Sunday climb 
Mt. Emerson, an S.P.S. qualifying peak, via Class 2 
route, and be rewarded by a sweeping view of Humph- 
reys, Tom and Darwin Mts. Return to cars. Gain 2500 
ft. Sunday. Hiking Sunday without packs 4 miles, and 
also 4 miles with packs. Driving 600 miles. Leader: 


ANDY SMATKO. Asst. and Trans.: DOUG INGLE. 


AUG. 30-31-1 SAT.-MON. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Brewer (13,577') — 8:30 a.m.: Last scheduled 
S.P.S. emblem peak this year. Meet at Copper Creek 
above Cedar Grove on South Fork of the Kings River 
at 8:30 a.m. Saturday. Backpack 10 miles and 5000 
ft. gain to camp at Sphinx Lakes. Sunday climb 3500 
ft. to peak and return to canfp. Monday backpack to 
cars, Driving 500 miles. Contact leaders for trans. 
Leader: CHUCK MILLER. Asst.: RICH GNAGY. 


SEPT. 13-14 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Tunnabora (13,593') — 7:00 a.m.: Meet 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday at the mouth of George Creek. Knapsack 
into a timberline lake the first day. Trailless at times 
and fairly tough going. The climb Sunday will be at 
least Class 3. Leaders must be contacted before going. 
Round trip to the peak, 16 miles. Leaders and Trans.: 
BUD BINGHAM and VERN JONES. . 


SEPT. 27-28 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mt. Gould (13,005'), Mt. Rixford (12,890') — 9:00 
a.m.: An easy knapsack to close out the season. Leave 
Onion Valley 9:00 a.m. Saturday and knapsack 4 miles 
to vicinity of Big Pothole Lake. Saturday afternoon 
leisure or explore unnamed peak south of camp. Sun- 
day everyone climb Gould and peak-baggers get Rix- 
ford also. Driving 460 miles. Leaders and Trans.: 


JOHN ROBINSON and ROGER GAEFCKE. 


OCT. 4-5 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


„ Sequoia Tableland—7:00 a.m.: A moderately strenuous 


knapsack trip. Lug-soled boots a must. Carry a 
canteen. Meet Sat. at end of road in Wolverton 
Meadow in Giant Forest area. We hike on a good 
trail 5% miles to Pear Lake, then trailless hiking 3 
miles to camp at 10,000 ft. Those who wish may 
cimb Alta Pk. on Sat. Sun., we explore eastward to 
Big Bird Lake, 3 miles from camp. Return to cars. 
Driving 450 miles. Contact leaders for trans. Leader: 
FRANK SANBORN. Asst.: CHUCK MILLER, — 


NOV. 1-2 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Rockhouse Peak (8367')—8:00 a.m.: Weather per- 
mitting, we will try this Domeland peak again. Meet 
at 8:00 a.m. Sat. at Pine Canyon Camp on Nine Mile 
Canyon road that leaves U.S. 6 and 395 approxi- 
mately 13 miles north of Inyokern turnoff. Caravan 
to end of road. Short backpack to camp. Climb peak 


Sun. Contact leaders before going and for trans. 


Leader: CHUCK—MILLER. Assh.: 
l le 


NOV. 16 SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Spanish Needle Pk. (7879')—8:00 a.m.: Meet at 
Homestead, 46 miles north. of Mojave on U.S. 6. 
Caravan over poor road up Sand Canyon to starting 
point. Class 3 climb. Two practice climbs by RCS or 
equivalent required. Gain 4000'. Hiking about 8 
miles, driving 300 miles. Contact leaders for trans. 
Leader: BILL SANDERS. Asst.: PETE HUNT. 


DP 5 rips 


. DESERT PEAKS SECTION . 


Purpose: To explore the desert mountain areas of 
California and the Southwest. To study, gather data 
and maintain records of flora, fauna, geology, minera- 
logy, archeology, history, and other matters of interest 
of such areas, and to aid in the conservation and 
preservation thereof. To stimulate interest of the 
Sierra Club membership in climbing the desert moun- 
tain ranges, and the High Sierra, and to cultivate a 
fine comradeship in and understanding of mountain 
climbing. 

Membership in the Desert Peaks Section is open to 
any Sierra Club member who has climbed any six 
mountains on the latest qualifying list maintained by 
the Section. Contact D. P. S. officers for details. 


Dick Kenyon (Ch.) Ralph Merten (V. Ch.) 
Freda Walbrecht (Sec.-Treas.) 


— Bob Bear (Member-at-Large) 


JAN. 25-26 SAT.-SUN. 
A Mtn. (4,680'), ARIZONA.: Saturday take Hwy. 

O through Indio and Blythe to Quartzite, Ariz. Turn 
south on 95 for 19 miles; then east 9 miles on good 
dirt road to Palm Canyon campground. Bring wood 
and water. Spectacular, colorful desert country. Sun- 
day 7:00 a.m. climb peak. Wear stout boots. Carry 
canteen (s). Hiking 15 miles, driving 550 miles. 
Leader: PETER HUNT. Asst.: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. 
Trans.: ALICE L. BATES. — 


FEB. 22-23 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Argus Pk. (6,542'): This seldom-scheduled desert 
peak offers a fine view of the surrounding area. Meet 
Sat. afternoon and camp Sat. night in Homewood 
Canyon. Climb peak from camp on Sun. Drive about 
7 miles north of Trona, turn left, and follow arrows. 
Arrows will be up by 2:00 p.m. Sat. Dry camp. Hiking 
12 miles. Two canteens recommended. Driving 350 


mi. Leader: JOHN ROBINSON, Asst.: TOM AMNEUS. 





MARCH 8-9 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PKS.—100 PKS. 
Rabbit Pk. (6666'): A new and scenic route up the 
Salton Sea side of this DPS emblem peak (also 100 
Peak). Meet Sat. at 9:30 a.m. at junction U.S. 99 and 
74th. Ave., 15% mi. south of Indio, for 2 mi. caravan 
to start of hike. Knapsack 6 mi. Sat. to campsite 
(wood, but no water}. Sun. climb peak, picking up 
packs on return, total 10 mi. Strenuous, mostly trail- 
less. (Part of group may leave Sun., making round 
trip in one day; Phone leader for details.) Driving 
300 mi. Leaders: TRUDIE and PETER HUNT. Trans.: 
MARGO LOMBARD. 








-——F—- 


. MARCH 29-30 SAT.-SUN. 
Providence Mtn. (7,100): Sat. drive east on Route 66 
dau and then north about 22 miles to Mitchell’s 

rns. Sunday 6:30 a.m. climb peak. Rough, 
vous and trailless. Driving. 530 miles. Bring water 
ad wood. leader: TOM HUNT. Assts.: PETER and 
TRUDIE HUNT. Trans.: : ALICE L. BATES. ——— 


| MAY 3-4 SUN DESERT PEAKS 
Glass Mtn. (11, 127): "We were unable to make this 
climb last year because of a late spring snow, but the 
mountain (ds interesting enough to try again this year. 
Dry. camp ‘above e Hot Creek. near the geysers Sat. night. 
From - iwy. . 395 take dirt road east at airstrip short 
distance beyond Convict Lake turnoff. _ Approx. | E miles 
to camp spot. | SWR imsvit | ne ceded for swim im in Hot Creek. 
Caravan at 6:30 a is Sune 10 miles t. to sta f climb. 

Soho UD: 
Hike. is trai ss > on wor Wa Ei Je 
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DESERT PEAKS v 


DESERT PEAKS w^ 


DO B S. Trips 


HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION © 


Purpose: To encourage the DE a peaks | 
throughout Southern California; to preserve records, 
history and other information of these peaks; and to 
bring together those having this mutual ‘interest. 
Peaks shall be over 5,000 feet, south of the Tehachapi 


Pass and west of the desert basins. 35 
Membership is open to all members. of the Sierra 
Club. Qualifications: 25 of listed peaks. - (nes 
committee for information. T oes, 
Tom Hunt (Ch.) Ralph Hubbs (V.ch.) 
Luella Todd (Sec.-Treas.) Wallace Smith 
Dick Kenyon Hazel Eger 
. Walt Wheelock . 


JAN. 18-19 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 


OLD MAN Mtn. (5525'), MONTE ARIDO (Montecito 
Pk.) (6003'): Camp Sat. night at Wheeler Gorge 
Public Camp, about 7 miles north of Ojai on Hwy. 399. 
Hike Sun. via Murietta Canyon from end of Matilija 
Creek Rd. Carry canteen(s). Roughly 12 miles round 
trip to Old Man Mtn., plus 5 more for Monte Arido. 
Driving 200 miles. Leader and Trans.: DICK KENYON. 
Asst.: WARREN FLOCK. 


APRIL 26-27 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Iron Mtn. No. 1 (7,995') is the most inaccessible peak 
in the San Gabriels. Saturday we knapsack 8 miles up 
the East Fork (fording it a number of times) to camp at 
Iron Fork. Sunday we climb the peak via a steep, 
trailless and strenuous route from the Narrows, gain- 
ing 4,000 ft. elevation. Bring canteen. Hike starts 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. Take Hwy. 38 from Azusa and go 
about 11 miles. Turn right across bridge and go about 


. 7 miles to end of road on East Fork of San Gabriel 


kiver. Hiking 23 miles (16 with packs). leader and 
Trans.: DICK KENYON. Asst.: FRANK EWING. E 













MAY 10-11 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 4 
Mt. San Jacinto (10,831"), Folly Pk. (10, 500’), comers 
Pk. (9511'): 8:00 a.m. Sat., meet in front ead j 
Mtn. Inn. We shall caravan to start of Devil's 
Trail for this scenic backpack into the heart o 
San Jacinto Wild Area. Camp Sat. night in R 
Valley, wood and water available. Hiking. 2 i 
12 mi. Sun. Driving 250 mi. Leader: JOHN 
SON, Asst.: PETER HUNT. Trans.: KATHY UNDERWOOD. 


:6 لو يمان جر $ Climbed n‏ 


JUNE 21-22 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Wright Mtn. (8500'), Pine Mtn. (9642'), Mt. Dawson 
(9551') — 8:00 a.m. Sun.: AII hiking will be done 
on Sun.; but join us for a dry camp (bring water) at 
Guffey Pub. Camp on Sat. night. Sunday we stroll out 
a flat ridge to Wright Mtn., then drop over a sharp 
saddle and up a knife-like hogback to Pine Mtn. From 
here it is an easy trip to Dawson for the ambitious. 
Drive Angeles Crest to Blue Ridge, taking the right 
unpaved fork, where the highway drops to Big Pines, 
following this 5 miles to Guffey Camp. Driving 160 
miles, hiking 10 miles. Leaders: TOM and TRUDIE 
HUNT. Trans.: DOROTHY CUTLER. 





JULY 20 SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Mt. Grinnell (10,225'), Lake Pk. (10,126') —7:30 a.m.: 
Start from end of road on Poopout Hill, then by trail 
to South Forks Meadow and Dry Lake. Thence cross- 
country to Mt. Grinnell. Continue on ridge to Lake 
Pk., then back to Dry Lake and home. Carry canteen 
and wear stout shoes. If you wish, camp Saturday 
night at U.S.F.S. camp beyond Barton Flats. Saturday 
afternoon may be spent exploring the beautifully 
forested Barton Flats area. Driving 180 miles, hiking 
15 miles. Leader: SAM FINK. Asst.: RUSS MOHN. 
Trans.: FRANCES COLLYER. | 


MAY 30-3]-JN.] — D. f. 5. 
SAN FRANCISCO PHS. pz 
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JUNE 21-22 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


New York Butte (10,668') — 8:30 a.m.: Meet at 
corner of Whitney Portal Road in center of Lone Pine 
and caravan to starting point. Weather will be warm; 
be prompt, so pace can be slow and pleasant, to 
enjoy the flowers and views of the Sierras. We will 
knapsack 8 miles up steep trail to dry camp Sat. night. 
Bring 3 quarts water. 2 miles Sunday to summit and 
return to cars. Driving 400 miles; hiking 20 miles. 
Leader: RALPH MERTEN. Asst.: PAUL and MARY DE 
DECKER. Trans.: ESTHER MERTEN. 


JULY 4-5-6 FRI.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Wheeler Peak (13,061'): Bus trip to proposed Great 
Basin Range National Park in east central Nevada. 
Camp at 6,800 feet on creek near Lehman Caves Na- 
tional Monument. Nearly two full days on the scene 
to visit caves, Stella Lake, Matthes Glacier, Wheeler 
Peak, to fish, and otherwise to enjoy wild scenic area. 
The first 39 people who send Reservationist, EMILY 
BEAR, a check for $20.00 will have round-trip reser- 
vations, leaving Tournament Park in Pasadena prompt- 
ly at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, July 3. Free parking in 
Caltech lot. Baggage limited to duffle bag, knapsack 
and 20-lb. grub box. We expect to arrive Lehman 
Creek 10:00 a.m. Friday. Bus remains with us. Leave 
for home Sunday 7:30 a.m. Our Guide, DICK KENYON, 
will lead knapsackers Friday to Stella Lake campsite, 
from which glacier and peak easily reached Saturday. 
Leader: BOB BEAR. Assts.: LOUISE and NILES WERNER. 


SEPT. 20-21 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Sheep Mtn. (12,487'): In the heart of the White 
Mountains bristlecone pine country lies this peak named 
for the D.P.S. emblem figure. Rendezvous 15 miles 
east of Big Pine (last gas station) on Westgard Pass 
at Navy road turnoff 7:30 a.m. Saturday. Caravan 
to miner's cabin in Big Prospector Meadow for dry 
camp in pines. Climb peak Saturday afternoon, hiking 
6 miles. Sunday available for visiting famous old 
bristlecone pines and circle route back to civilization 
via Wyman Canyon. Car motor, cooling and brakes 
should be in top condition for steep primitive roads. 
Driving distance: 600 miles. Leader: BOB BEAR. Assts.: 
FRANK SANBORN and HARRY MELTS. Trans.: EMILY 
BEAR. 


OCT. 11-12 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Little Picacho (1,947'), A Qualifying DPS Peak: This 
will be a combined camping, rock climbing and D.P.S. 
trip, with campfire singing Sat. night. ‘‘Little Picacho,” 
the most interesting of the desert peaks, is seldom 
scheduled because of its four very short but difficult 
pitches (averaging about 12' each). Many desert 
peakers have never reached the top but have claimed 
the ascent because they signed the ‘‘part-way register" 
40' from the top. 

This time we will take along a steel cable ''caving 
ladder," which will reduce the severity of the ascent 
to about that of a 3.5 climb. That does not mean 


that it will be a "grandma hike" | (but then | grandma 
[doesn't have to go clear to the summit). DON CLARKE 
has kindly agreed to lead the climb, putting the ladder 
in place for each pitch. 


Bring wood and water. For non-climbers and non- 
hikers they say there is fishing, boating and swimming 
at Picacho Landing (4 miles). Driving 540 miles 
round trip, hiking 6 miles round trip. See Desert Mag- 
zine, April 1948. Co-Leaders: WALT HENINGER and 
JERRY GALLWAS. Trans.: NINA RORK. 
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AUG, 24 SUN. 100 PEAKS 


Lily Rock (alias Tahquitz Rk.) (7973') —Sun. 9:00 a.m.: 
Something new! Wally has promised to lead us non- 
rockclimbers up a ropeless climb of this jagged peak. 
Here is a chance to add a new peak to your list 
without knowing anything about “On Belay," “Off 
Belay,” ''Falling," etc. Camp at Riverside County Park 
if you wish Saturday night. Drive Cal. 74 from River- 
side, past Hemet, taking left fork to Idyllwild. Here, 
follow Strawberry Valley Rd. to its end, where hike 
starts. Driving 240 miles, hiking 8 steep miles. Leader: 
WALLY TINSLEY. Asst.: JOHN NIENHUIS. Trans.: 


LOUISE NIENHUIS. 


OCT. 26 SUN. LOCAL HIKE 


Telegraph Peak (9008') —Timber Mtn. (8303') —9:00 
a.m.: Meet at Ice. House Canyon parking lot, a few 


miles below Harwood Lodge, to arrange short car 


shuttle. Hike from falls above Harwood to the ridge, 
then south to Ice House saddle, climbing the peak 
en route. Return to cars via Ice House Canyon. Hiking 
13 miles, 4500’ gain. Driving 100 miles. Leader: 
TOM AMNEUS. Asst.: CLIFF EWING. Trans.: RE- 
BECCA TUCK. 


NOV. 9 SUN. 


Antsell Rock (7600') —8:00 a.m.: This is one of the 
more difficult 100 peaks; be prepared for bushwack- 
ing and 3rd class scrambling. Meet at Hurkey Cr. 
Public Camp, then caravan to trailhead beyond Pine 
Springs Ranch. Sat. night camping at Hurkey optional. 
Those still in good shape after climbing Antsell can 
ascend Spitzler Pk. also. Driving 240 miles; hiking 
10 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and PETER 
HUNT. 


— 


NOV. 22-23 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Galena Peak (9,100'), Allen Peak (5,765'): Galena 
is the highest peak of the Yucaipa Ridge, across Mill 
Cr. canyon from Mt. San Gorgonio. Drive via Red- 
lands and Mentone to junction of Barton Flats Hwy. 
and road up Mill Cr. Meet here 10:30 a.m. Sat. 
for optional stroll up Allen Pk. Drive to Falls Public 
Camp at end of road up Mill Cr. to camp Sat. night. 
Leave camp 7:30 a.m. sharp Sun. to climb Galena. 
No trail. Sturdy boots and canteen essential. Hiking 
12 miles., driving 200 miles. Leader: DICK KENYON. 
Asst.: FRANK EWING. 


DEC. 6-7 SAT.-SUN. 
Queen Mtn. (5676’), Lost Horse Mtn. (5461"), Quail 
Mtn. (5814'), Mt. Inspiration (5575'): Meet for all 
climbs at Jumbo Rocks Campground (10:00 a.m. Sat., 
9:00 a.m. Sun.). Climb one or all. Bring wood and 
water. We hope to dedicate a plaque to Wallace 
(Avocado) Smith on the top of Queen Mt. Drive 1 
mile east of Twentynine Palms, right 10 miles, then 
right 3 miles to Jumbo “ssks. Hiking 2-3 hours per 


peak. Driving 325 miles. Leaders and Trans.: TOM 
and TRUDIE HUNT. 


NOV. 27-30 THURS.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


El Picacho Del Diablo (10,136'): A rugged, four day 
backpack. The route will be up Canyon del Diablo. 
Because of the difficult leadership problem on this long 
strenuous trip, it will be necessary for those who wish 
to go to contact the leader before the date of the trip. 
Driving 770 miles, hiking 34 miles, gain 8,000'. 
Leader: BILL SANDERS. Assts.: PETER HUNT and JOHN 


ROBINSON. : لنت‎ Reid Bea ems 


DEC. 14 SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Pyramid Peak (6,725')—6:00 a.m.: Meet at Death 
Valley Junction on Hwy. 127. Caravan to Big Cactus 
road on Route 190 where climb begins at 6:30 
promptly. Spectacular views of Death Valley, many 
fossils. Rough climbing; heavy boots, canteen(s) re- 
quired. Call Assistant if interested in dinner at 
exotic Ash Meadow Lodge, Nevada, Sat. night. Driv- 
ing 600 miles, hiking 12, elev. gain 3, 500'. Leader: 
BOB BOYD. Assts.: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. Trans.: 

RALPH MERTEN. y p انم‎ 





100 PEAKS | 


100 PEAKS va 


) 





DESERT PEAKS SECTION - NEWSLETTER NO. 53 
ANGELES CHAPTER - SIERRA CLUB 


March 13, 1958 


— 


Don Clarke, reporting on the Mopah Pk, trip, December 14-15, s 
says that: "Three cars found the right desert road on Friday night, 
despite 2 miles inaccuracy in the schedule (12.6 miles from Vidal 
Jct., not 10). Chuck Ballard and family had to retreat temporarily 
next morning for muffler repairs. Six other foot-loose souls took 
about a 14-1116 desert walk on Saturday, in a loop thru the Turtle 
Mountains, climbing a 3,500 ft. summit en route, Twenty-two gath- 
ered for a pleasant campfire Saturday night. The rain held off 
until after reveille next morning, but arrived with. enough authority 
to cancel the Sunday Mopah Pk. climb." | 


Mopah Peak is an excellent climb and would doubtless be voted 
onto the qualifying list if a scheduled DPS trip reached its summit. 
We will try to reschedule the trip. Don did not feel that the sec- 
tion of the Turtle Mountains that they explored Saturday contained 
any peaks of qualifying list caliber, 


There have been numberless outlaw trips lately, New peaks 
climbed include Piper Peak in Nevada (across Fish Lake Valley from 
the White Mtns.) as reported in the Sierra Echo, December 1957, and 
several peaks in the Las Vegas area, Thanks to Trudie Hunt, I have 
the following account of the latter CELO 


A 

"The Hunts, Bob Boyd, and John Robinson left Christmas day cop 
climb in the Las Vegas area, Thursday we climbed Clark Mountain. 
Clark is a short steep climb with magnificent views to Baldy, San 
Jacinto, San Gorgonio, Charleston, Providence, and Telescope. Fri- 
day we attempted to find the Auto Club marked road from Searchlight, 
Nevada, to the New York Mtns., but washouts prevented our getting 
through. Instead we climbed rocky Hart Mtn. (climbed by DPS in !51) 
which has hundreds of geodes at its base, saturday we met another 
carload (Bud Bingham, Chuck Miller, Don Clarke, and Charlotte Par- 
Sons) below Summit Pass to climb Kingston Peak, a dominating moun- 
tain range northwest of Clark Mtn. This proved a strenuous seven- 
hour climb, for the peak lies far from the ridge reached by the climt 
out of the canyon, and is reached via a rocky up-and-down ridge-- 
Strictly class 2 unless one wants to climb Girectly up the cliffs. 
Sunday we climbed Potosi Peak in Nevada, starting at the wrong edge 
of the ridge, for we had no contour map--only an Auto Club map. 
Potosi is a spectacular mountain with great bands of cliffs which 
make route-finding interesting. The view to snow-covered Mt. Char- 
leston, over a desert area marked by reddish cliffs such as one finds 
at Zion, was quite a surprise. We descended the mountain in two 
groups, One was directly down two canyons, which would make an 
ideal route except for the presence of icy snow at this time of l 
year, and the other was by chutes and narrow snowy ledges which 
seems to have nothing to recommend it, We all hope others will be 


encouraged to climb these mountains which have fine views and good 
strenuous climbing," 








Potosi and/or Kingston will very likely be scheduled next fall. 
Also, the on-again, off-again plan for a bus trip to Wheeler Peak 
is beginning to look increasingly like a reality for the summer 
schedule. The next newsletter will reveal the summer DPS schedule. 


Also from Trudie Hunt comes a report on the Kofa Peak trip on 


(OVER) 


January 26th. She writes: "Undaunted by prophecy of general rains 
and the long drive to Arizona, 31 Sierra Clubbers led by Peter Hunt 
were hiking at dawn to climb Kofa Mountain.  Kofa, by the way, 
stands for King of Arizona, an apt name for this very spectacular 
reddish mountain, whose sheer western face would never lead you to 
think a second-class route could be found, 


"A group of four, including Fred Jensen, Bill Sanders, John 
Robinson, and Andy Smatko, who had also climbed Castle Dome the 
preceding day, took the route across the face of the mountain, which 
is reached by going up Palm Canyon. This route is described and 
pictured in the February 1942 Desert Magazine in an article by the 
Mendenhalls. The rest used the standard route, starting north for 
about 40 minutes and then entering the first broad easterly canyon. 
One only who had gone back for his binoculars missed the correct 
turn and ended up on the wrong peak across a valley from the true 
Summit. 


“Twenty-five Sierra Clubbers enjoyed a cool lunch hour on this 
most spectacular of desert peaks, surrounded by unusual chalcedony, 
looking down the sheer red cliffs in hope of viewing the rock 
climbers, and watching the storm approaching from the east which 
gave promise of a real desert downpour. 


"Before we had descended the steep canyon we were all soaked 
to the skin, but the sun which emerged after half an hour and the 
swift motion soon dried us out before we reached our campsite." 


Argus Peak was scheduled February 22-23, Camp was made Saturday 
afternoon in Homewood Canyon, a ways beyond the "No Trespassing" 
Sign, Mosquitoes attacked during the night (probably a first for 
a DPS trip!) and a heavy dew moistened sleeping bags. At 7:30 Sun- 
day morning the group followed a trail over a dividing ridge to the 
next wash south of camp, and then went up the wash to a prominent 
ridge leading to the summit, which was reached at 11:00. Leaders 
zobbBobinson and Tom Amneus got all 35 people to the summit. The 
weather w xcellent--sunny and not windy--and the views were ex- 
tensive. After a long leisurely lunch period the group descended 
to the cars, arriving about 2:30. 


Although Argus Peak is just on the edge of the Naval Ordnance 
Test Station, no difficulties were experienced, 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


FEB. 5S --John Robinson 


The following are the results 
of the Sierra Peaks Section 
election held in December: 


Chairman: Chuck Miller 
Vice-Chairman: Bill Sanders 
Secretary: Charlotte Parsons 
Treasurer: Barbara Lilley 
Alternating Officer: 

John Robinson 


Chuck, our new chairman, is a 
charter member of the SPS and has 
worked actively with the Conserva- 
tion Committee of the Angeles 
Chapter. He is a Cal Tech gradu- 
ate and works for the Southern 
Pacific Pipelines. He succeeds 
Bud Bingham, who did a fine job 
for the SPS in 1957. 


Also voted in were two more 
emblem peaks, Mt. Humphreys 
(13,986') and North Palisade 
(14,242'), raising the total to 
1h. The climbing of any 10 of 
these is still required to attain 
the badge. 


The SPS, led by Chuck, is 
looking forward to another fine 
season of Sierra mountaineering 


in '58. 


FEB. S MARCH Ira sri 
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SAWTOOTH AND OWENS PEAKS 


--John W, Robinson 


The weekend of February 8-9, 
seventeen Sierra Peakers and 
friends found out what blindness 
is. Lost in a fog, they played 
"ring around the mountain" with 
Sawtooth for most of the day be- 
fore clouds lifted in the after- 
noon. By then, most of them had 
cold feet (from trudging in two 
feet of snow all morning) and 
they returned to the cars empty 
peaked. The determination of 
seven stalwarts prevailed, how- 


٠ ever, and they made the elusive 


‘mountain and returned before dark. 


Sunday's only problem was road 
construction. The seventeen husky 
climbers converted themselves into 
a highly efficient road crew for 
this task and shoveled many a load 
of dirt from where it was to where 
it should have been. We plan to 
present the Kern County Road Dept. 
with a bill for our services. 


Owens Peak itself, though anti- 
climactic, was ascended in snow 
and sunshine in a leisurely 3+ 
hours. Twelve made the summit to 
enjoy the magnificent panorama in 
all directions. The other five 
were victims of a demoralizing 
whisper campaign 15 minutes from 
the top. They turned back 
believing they were over an hour 
away. You can imagine their 
chagrin later when they found out 
the truth! 

This same attitude affected 
ten climbers during the 1956 SPS 
ascent. So if you're climbing 
Owens, the moral is, "Keep going, 
you're closer than you think." 


SPS SETTING UP SAFETY STANDARDS 


Due to increased pressure to 
schedule some 3rd and 4th class 
ascents in the Sierra during the 
summer season, the SPS has set 
up a Safety Committee of its own. 
Ably led by Bill Sanders and 
assisted by Bob Bear, Vern Jones, 
and George Wallerstein, the 
Safety Committee is presently 
working out a program toward this 
end. The standards will involve 
proficiency on ice and snow as 
well as rock. A training program 
will probably be instituted for 
the former, while the latter can 
best be learned at RCS practice 
sessions. 


The SPS does not plan to rush 
into this, as an adequate safety 
program requires careful planning 
and much practice. The summer of 
1959 is the most likely target 
date. 

* k KK * 





SIERRA PEAKS 7 


--John W. Robinson 


July was a month of strenuous 
activity for the Sierra Peaks 
Section. Every weekend saw the 
Range of Light assaulted from all 
sides by peak-happy Sierra Peakers 
and their friends. You'd think 
"thars gold on them thar summits!" 


The three day weekend over the 
uth saw 23 dedicated backpackers 
make the long trek from Mineral 
King to the Big Arroyo, deep in 
the heart of Sequoia National Park. 
The main objective reached by 11 
emblem-hunters was Mt. Kaweah, its 
13,816' summit dominating the 
geographical center of the Park. 
Splinter groups also climbed the 
Red and Black Kaweahs, the latter 
being a "vertical crud heap". 
Handholds were plentiful and 
could be taken out and examined. 
The Black Kaweah has a record as 
Sinister as its name; 6 people 
have been killed on it since 
World War II. 


The following weekend Peter 
and Tom Hunt led a trip into 
Lake Ediza. (See Tom Hunt's 
write-up.) 


Nothing was scheduled the 
weekend of July 19th-20th, so 
Sierra Peakers were found in 
assorted parts of the range. 
North Palisade (14,242') fell to 
Bud Bingham, Rich énagy, and Dick 
Mosely, while Mt. Darwin (13,830!) 
was ascended by Tom Ross for the 
umpteenth time. He just loves 
that mountain. Burl Parkinson 
was his peak-mate this time. 


Mt. Sill (14,262') was climbed 
by 14 Sierra Peakers and friends 
July 27th. Bud Bingham led this 
interesting ascent that featured 
crossing the Palisade Glacier, 
ascending the steep northwest 
snow chute, and third class 
scrambling near the summit. Other 
small groups climbed North Pali- 
sade and Mt. Winchell, 


wer a N M e 
LAKE EDIZA TRIP 


--Tom Hunt 


On July 12th, 16 backpackers 
negotiated the snowdrift guarding 
Lake Ediza; they made their way 
precariously over snow bridges at 
the west end of the lake and 
found some almost dry camping spots. 
On Sunday the 13th, 9 of the group 
joined by Jon Shinno and Burl 
Parkinson who had climbed Banner 
Peak the previous day, climbed 
Mt. Ritter. The ascent was 
entirely through snow, and ice 
axes were required for all members. 
The rest of the group enjoyed the 
snowy finery of Iceberg Lake with 
lovely vistas of the Minarets. 
John Robinson and Bill Sanders 
were on Clyde Minaret while we 
were just under them at Iceberg 
Lake, but we failed to sight them 
on their ascent. The hardships 
of walking through soft snow were 
pore than compensated for by the 
views. 


DESERT PEAKS 


WHEELER PEAK 
--Dorothy McAnally = 
Wheeler Peak (13,063 ft. and Ma 

a DPS qualifying peak) and Lehman 
Caves in the Snake Range of Nevada 
intrigued 38 Sierra Club Members 
enough to board Bob Bear's 
chartered Greyhound bus in Pasa- 
dena at 7:15 PM July 3rd. 


Arriving at Lehman Caves the 
morning of July 4th, the party 
divided into two groups: one 
group to seek rest and relaxation 
with fishing in Lehman Creek and 
a visit to the beautiful under- 
ground limestone chambers and 
corridors of Lehman Caves, and 
the second group of hardier souls 
knapsacking to Stella Lake for an 
Overnight stop and on to Wheeler 
Peak Saturday morning, July 5th. 


The knapsackers, led by Dick 
Kenyon, found the trail to Stella 
Lake ideal. It was a photographer's 
paradise--aspen groves, green 
meadows backed by superlative 
views of Wheeler Peak; from time 
to time a stream wended its way 
beside the trail, and picturesque 
brooks with blooming columbines 
on the banks were crossed: even 
a deer bounded through the woods 
as the knapsackers made their way 
to Stella Lake. 


Forrest and Mary Keck, and 
Clark and Marjorie Jones of the 
Riverside Chapter were vacationing 
at Stell& Lake, and they joined us 
at our campfire on Friday night. — 


At 7 AM on Saturday, we began 
hiking tc Wheeler Peak. Views of 
the surrounding country could be 
seen. nearly all the way to the 
summit, with numerous alpine 
flowers blossoming along our path. 
A snow flurry at the top of Wheeler 
expedited our return to Stella Lake 
and on to a tour of Lehman Caves 
in the afternoon of July 5th. 

The campfire the night of 
July 5th was especially rewarding 
since we had the following guests: 
Darwin Lambert, Editor of the Ely 
Times (and a Sierra Club Member); 
Bill Massie, Acting Superintendent 
of Lehman Caves National Monument, 
who was exceptionally cooperative 
and helpful to us; and Ralph 
Kauffman, mining geologist and an 
old-timer in the area. We learned 
many interesting facts from these 
men: that the area covers five of 
North America's seven Life Zones, 
that Lehman Caves National Monu- 
ment contains queen's plates not 
found in any other caves, about 
the glacier to be found near 
Wheeler Peak, and about the history 
and geology of the region. 


It is hard to believe that 
Nevada with its typical desert 
scene of sagebrush and sand con- 
tains these green forests, meadows, 
and lakes. -This is an area which 
should be added to everyone's AM 
vacation schedule, and it was with FP 
reluctance that we left Lehman S 
Creek Campground at 7 AM on July 
6th to arrive home that night 
around 10 PM, 





SOUTHERN 


SIERKAN 


SIERRA DEAR SZ 


HEB: SS --John Robinson 


The following are the results 
of the Sierra Peaks Section 
election held in December: 


Chairman: Chuck Miller 
Vice-Chairman: Bill Sanders 
Secretary: Charlotte Parsons 
Treasurer: Barbara Lilley 
Alternating Officer: 

John Robinson 


Chuck, our new chairman, is a 
charter member of the SPS and has 
worked actively with the Conserva- 
tion Committee of the Angeles 
Chapter. He is a Cal Tech gradu- 
ate and works for the Southern 
Pacific Pipelines. He succeeds 
Bud Bingham, who did a fine job 
for the SPS in 1957. 


Also voted in were two more 
emblem peaks, Mt. Humphreys 
(13,986') and North Palisade 
(14,242'), raising the total to 
14, The climbing of any 10 of 
these is still required to attain 
the badge. 

The SPS, led by Chuck, is 
looking forward to another fine 
season of Sierra mountaineering 


in ‘58. 
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SAWTOOTH AND OWENS PEAKS 


--John W, Robinson 


The weekend of February 8-9, 
seventeen Sierra Peakers and 
friends found out what blindness 
is. Lost in a fog, they played 
"Ping around the mountain" with 
Sawtooth for most of the day be- 
fore clouds lifted in the after- 
noon. By then, most of them had 


|. cold feet (from trudging in two 


feet of snow all morning) and 
they returned to the cars empty 
peaked. The determination of 
seven stalwarts prevailed, how- 
ever, and they made the elusive 
mountain and returned before dark. 


Sunday's only problem was road 
construction. The seventeen husky 
climbers converted tkremselves into 
a highly efficient road crew for 
this task and shoveled many a load 
of dirt from where it was to where 
it should have been. We plan to 
present the Kern County Road Dept. 
with a bill for our services. 


Owens Peak itself, though anti- 
climactic, was ascended in snow 
and sunshine in a leisurely 3 
hours. Twelve made the summit to 
enjoy the magnificent panorama in 
all directions. The other five 
were victims of a demoralizing 
whisper campaign 15 minutes from 
the top. They turned back 
believing they were over an hour 
away. You can imagine their 
chagrin later when they found out 
the truth! 

This same attitude affected 
ten climbers during the 1956 SPS 
ascent. So if you're climbing 
Owens, the moral is, "Keep going, 
you're closer than you think." 


SPS SETTING UP SAFETY STANDARDS 


Due to increased pressure to 
schedule some 3rd and 4th class 
ascents in the Sierra during the 
summer season, the SPS has set 
up a Safety Committee of its own. 
Ably led by Bill Sanders and 
assisted by Bob Bear, Vern Jones, 
and George Wallerstein, the 
Safety Committee is presently 
working out a program toward this 
end. The standards will involve 
proficiency on ice and snow as 
well as rock. A training program 
will probably be instituted for 
the former, while the latter can 
best be learned at RCS practice 
sessions. 


The SPS does not plan to rush 
into this, as an adequate safety 
program requires careful planning 
and much practice. The summer of 
1959 is the most likely target 
date. 
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SOUTHERN S/ERRAN 


SIERRA PEAKS 
--John Robinson 


The month of May saw the Sierra 
Peaks Section re-enter the High 
Sierra enthusiastically after the 
annual winter lay-off. 


Bili Sanders started the ved on 
off May 3rd by leading 22 out-of- 
shape people in a leisurely snow 
climb of San Joaquin Mountain near 
June Lake. A beautiful panorama 
of the Ritter-Banner-Minarets 
region under its winter mantle of 
snow was enjoyed from the summit. 


The next day most of the group 
joined the Desert Peakers on 
Glass Mountain. Bud Bingham, 
Vern Jones, and John Robinson 
decided to try something on the 
Sierra Crest instead. Leaving 
Onion Valley early in the morning 
they reached the summit of 13,005' 
Mt, Gould before the snow became 
too soft to negotiate. 


The weekend of May 17-18 saw 32 
Sierra Clubbers, armed with ice 
axes, assemble in Onion Valley. 
Twenty-nine reached the summit of 
Independence Peak (11,773') after 
some rather steep snow climbing 
and rock scrambling. The glissade 
down was rapid. Sunday, 30 of 
the group climbed 12,598! Kearsage 

eak. 


Frank Sanborn came out of semi- 
retirement on May 24-25 to lead 9 
Sierra Peakers on a lengthy knap- 
sack into the Cottonwood Basin. 
Seldom-climbed Muah Peak was 
ascended Sunday. The summit 
register was last signed 21 years 
ago by one of the great Sierra 
Club climbers of the past, Chester 
Versteeg. 


A spectacular bth class ascent 
of 14,190' Mt. Russell over snow, 
ice, and rock was accomplished 
May 24th by Bill Sanders, Frede 
Jensen, and Peter Hunt. They 
reached the summit at 6 PM and 
descended by moonlight. 


The same day in a Herculean 
effort, Bud Bingham and Vern Jones 
climbed over 7,000' from the desert 
floor to bag Mt. Bradley (13,280'). 

Judging by the enthusiasm shown 
so far, this summer should see a 
record number of Sierra Peakers 
and friends climbing in their 
favorite range. 


JUNE ١١55 ع‎ 


l 


HUNDRED . PEAKS 
D^ 


--John Robinson 


The Mt. San Jacinto knapsack 
trip of May 10-11 was probably 
one of the most "eventful" ever 
scheduled by the 100 Peaks Section. 


Deep snow drifts, rain, hail, 
a howling snow storm, lost Boy 
Scouts, and a burning sleeping 
bag were highlights of the trip. 


Thirty-eight people partici- 
pated in the adventure, but after 
a series of reverses only seven 
ended up on the summit in the 
midst of a blizzard. 


A small island of ground in 
an ocean of snow in Round Valley 
served as a campsite Saturday 
night for the twenty who hadn't 
turned back. Crowded close to 
the fire, the leader awoke to 
see the bottom of his sleeping 
bag burning fiercely. He put 
it out. 

Six AM Sunday saw 12 start  . 
out for the peak. Five hundred 
feet from the summit a howling 
snowstorm hit. Seven never-say- 
diers groped to the top and 
stayed only long enough to sign 
the register. 

The EEO trip to Idyllwild 
was made in rapid fashion under 
continuous snow flurries. En- 
countered was a rescue party 
looking for a previous rescue 
arty who hadn't heard that the 

oy Scouts who had unexpectedly 
bivoaced on the mountain Saturday 
night had gotten out safely 
Sunday morning. 


) 


SOUTHERN  SIERRAN 
S TERRA “RIBAS 


--John Robinson 
The month of June saw many 
Sierra Peakers round into shape 
and tackle their favorite range 
with the annual, renewed vigor 
that follows a winter of hiber- 
nation. 


Over the Memorial Day weekend 
32 Sierra Peakers and friends took 
full advantage of Walt Heninger's 


bus trip to Yosemite to enjoy a 
leisurely backpack into Little 


Yosemite Valley. Eight people 
followed Peter Hunt up Half Dome. 
The "ladder" was not yet in place, 
so it was hand over hand straddling 
the cable. Most of the group also 
climbed Clouds Rest, enjoying the 
view so much that it was added to 
the qualifying list. 


June 7th saw seven members 
temporarily leave the Sierra to 
tackle the North Face of San 
Jacinto via Snow Creek. Making 
the complete Snow Creek-San Jacinto- 
Idyllwild traverse in 133 ex- : 
hausting hours were Vern Jones, 

Bud Bingham, Peter Hunt, Jon 
Shinno, Barbara Lilley, Sy 
Ossofsky, and John Robinson. 
This may be the first time the 
complete traverse has been done 
in one day. What gluttons for 
punishment! 


The Matterhorn (Sierra, not 
Alpine edition) was the target of 
37 emblem hunters and "fun" climbers 
the weekend of June 14-15. All 
made the summit early Sunday 
morning after ascending a rather 
steep snow-filled couloir. Hard, 
icy snow presented difficulties 
during the descent. 

On the same weekend Don Clarke, 
Bud Bingham, and Vern Jones 
ascended 13,665' Birch Mountain. 
They found the register was last 
signed 12 years ago by Niles and 
Louise Werner and Freda Walbrecht. 


Frank Sanborn's Summit Lake trip 
turned out to be a leisurely back- 
pack into a beautiful forested area. 
Although primarily a non-peak 
bagging weekend, 15 did climb nearby 
North Maggie Peak. 


Mt. Mendel (13,691') was the 
objective of 7 peak baggers June 
28-29, Barbara Lilley, Rich Gnagy, 
Bill Sanders, Peter Hunt, and 
John Robinson climbed it by the 
standard 3rd class route, while 
Lito Tejada-Flores and Sy Ossofsky 
made what they thought was a first 
ascent of the Mendel Ice Chutes. The 
summit register vroved they were too 
late, however, as two Sierra Clubbers 
from the Loma Prieta Chapter had done 
it the week before. Nevertheless, it 
was quite an accomplishment, as any- 
one who has viewed the ice chutes from 
nearby Mt. Lamarck will testify. 


The summer climbing season promises 


‘to be an active one indeed for the 


Sierra Peaks Section. 
EEE فك اا عا ع‎ 





JULY JIES 
DESERT PEAKS 


SAN FRANCISCO PEAKS 
--Dick Kenyon 


The Memorial Day holiday gave 
Desert Peakers the opportunity to 
reach one of the more distant 
peaks on the qualifying list-- 
Mt. Humphreys, the highest 
mountain in Arizona. 


Camping Friday night in the 
ponderosa pine forest on the out- 
skirts of Flagstaff, Arizona, the 
next morning the group drove up 
into the San Francisco Peaks, 
through the famous aspen forests 
to the Arizona Ski Bowl. From 
there, Bob Bear led the climb of 
Mt. Humphreys (12,79&'). The 
weather was fine, and the exten- 
sive views were quite different 
from the familiar panoramas of 
our Colorado and Mojave Deserts. 
Then, half the group traversed 
south along the crest of the 
range to the summit of Mt. 
Agazzis (12,340'). The return 
to the cars was speeded by 
glissading down snowbanks. 


Saturday night, the group 
camped at Hualpi Mountain Park 
near Kingman. The crags, conifers 
and coolness of the Hualpi Moun- 
tains were in welcome contrast to 
the arid plains surrounding the 
range. A Sunday hike was made 
along a steep truck trail to the 
summit of Hualpi Peak--a rocky 
knob topped with a dense cluster 
of radio and TV antennas and 
equipment shacks. It is fortunate 
that not many of our desert peaks 
have yet suffered this fate. 


* kK kk E 
NEW YORK BUTTE -JUNE 21-22 
--Ralph Merten 


The leader, remembering the scat- 
tered party on the New York Butte- 
Keynot traverse 3% years ago, 
tried a different method this trip. 
Fifteen climbers enjoyed a slow, 
leisurely ascent of this emblem 
peak. The Inyos are sweltering at 
the bottom in the summer, but the 
perfect climate at the top is well 
worth enduring the hot climb in 
the beginning. We camped at the 
abandoned Burgess mine which was 
the perfect setting to listen to 
some interesting history of these 
mountains from Bob Greenawalt and 
the DeDeckers. We tried to 
visualize the building of the 
tramway which took the salt from 
Saline Valley over the Inyos, to 
barges on Owens Lake, to Cartago, 
then by train to Los Angeles, or 
Visalia. We pictured the con- 
struction of the trails by which 
lead and silver ore were taken out 
on animals. In the late 19th 
century, the Inyos were certainly 
the center of activity, and the 
Sierras were then just a barrier 
to progress. To the Desert Peakers, 
the Inyos have a fascination never 
to be forgotten. 


The summit was reached early on 
Sunday morning, and we found a 
small snow patch nearby. What is 
better on a desert peak than fruit- 
flavored slush? 


SIERRA PEAKS pl 


--John W. Robinson 


July was a month of strenuous 
activity for the Sierra Peaks 
Section. Every weekend saw the 
Range of Light assaulted from all 
sides by.peak-happy Sierra Peakers 
and their friends. You'd think 
"thars gold on them thar summits!" 


The three day weekend over the 
uth saw 23 dedicated backpackers 
make the long trek from Mineral 
King to the Big Arroyo, deep in 
the heart of Sequoia National Park. 
The main objective reached by 11 
emblem-hunters was Mt. Kaweah, its 
13,816" summit dominating the 
geographical center of the Park. 
Splinter groups also climbed the 
Red and Black Kaweahs, the latter 
being a "vertical crud heap". 
Handholds were plentiful and... 
could be taken out and examined. 
The Black Kaweah has a record as 
sinister as its name; 6 people 
have been killed on it since 
World War II. 


The following weekend Peter 
and Tom Hunt led a trip into 
Lake Ediza. (See Tom Hunt's 
write-up. 


Nothing was scheduled the 
weekend of July 19th-20th, so 
Sierra Peakers were found in 
assorted parts of the range. 
North Palisade (14,242') fell to 
Bud Bingham, Rich Gnagy, and Dick 
Mosely, while Mt. Darwin (13,830') 
was ascended by Tom Ross for the 
umpteenth time. He just loves - - 
that mountain. Burl Parkinson : 
was his peak-mate this time. 


Mt. Sill (14,262') was climbed 
by 14 Sierra Peakers and friends 
July 27th. Bud Bingham led this 
interesting ascent that featured 
crossing the Palisade Glacier, 
ascending the steep northwest 
snow chute, and third class 
scrambling near the summit. Other 
small groups climbed North Pali- 
sade and Mt. Winchell. 


ee SS 


LAKE EDIZA TRIP 


--Tom Hunt 


On July 12th, 16 backpackers 
negotiated the snowdrift guarding 
Lake Ediza; they made their way 
precariously over snow bridges at 
the west end of the lake and 
found some almost dry camping spots. 
On. Sunday the 13th, 9 of the group 
joined by Jon Shinno and Burl 
Parkinson who had climbed Banner 
Peak the previous day, climbed 
Mt. Ritter. The ascent was 
entirely through snow, and ice 
axes were required for all members. 
The rest of the group enjoyed the 
snowy finery of Iceberg Lake with 
lovely vistas of the Minarets. 
gohn Robinson and Bill Sanders 
were on Clyde Minaret while we 
were just under them at Iceberg 
Lake, but we failed to sight them 
on their ascent. The hardships 
of walking through soft snow were 
ae than compensated for by the 
views. | 
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‘views of Wheeler Peak; 


DESERT PEAKS 


WHEELER PEAK 
--Dorothy McAnally E 

Wheeler Peak (13,063 ft. and 
a DPS qualifying peak) and Lehman 
Caves in the Snake Range of Nevada 
intrigued 38 Sierra Club Members 
enough to board Bob Bear's 
chartered Greyhound bus in Pasa- 
dena at 7:15 PM July 3rd. 


. Arriving at Lehman Caves the 
morning of July 4th, the party 
divided into two groups: one 
group to seek rest and relaxation 
with fishing in Lehman Creek and 
a visit to the beautiful under- 
ground limestone chambers and 
corridors of Lehman Caves, and 
the second group of hardier souls 
knapsacking to Stella Lake for an 
overnight stop and on to Wheeler 
Peak Saturday morning, July 5th. 


. he knapsackers, led by Dick 
Kenyon, found the trail to Stella 
Lake ideal. It was a photographer's 
paradise--aspen groves, green 
meadows backed by superlative 

from time 

to time a stream wended its way 
beside the trail, and picturesque 
brooks with blooming columbines 

on the banks were crossed; even E 
a deer bounded through the woods 

as the knapsackers made their way 

to Stella Lake. 


Forrest and Mary Keck, and 
Clark and Marjorie Jones of the 
Riverside Chapter were vacationing 
at Stella Lake, and they joined us 
at our campfire on Friday night. 


At 7 AM on Saturday, we began 
hiking tc Wheeler Peak. Views of 
the surrounding country could be 
Seen, nearly all the way to the 
summit, with numerous alpine 
flowers blossoming along our path. 
À snow flurry at the top of Wheeler 
expedited our return to Stella Lake 
and on to a tour of Lehman Caves 
in the afternoon of July 5th. 

The campfire the night of 
July 5th was especially rewarding 
since we had the following guests: 
Darwin Lambert, Editor of the Ely 
Times (and a Sierra Club. Member); -- 
Bill Massie, Acting Superintendent 
of Lehman Caves National Monument, 
who was exceptionally cooperative 
and heipful to us; ‘and Ralph 
Kauffman, mining geologist and an 
old-timer in the area. We learned 
many interesting facts from these 
men: that the area covers five of 
North America's seven Life Zones, 
that Lehman Caves National Monu- 
ment contains queen's plates not 
found in any other caves, about 
the glacier to be found near 
Wheeler Peak, and about the history 
and geology of the region. 


It is hard to believe that 
Nevada with its typical desert 
scene of sagebrush and sand con- 
tains these green forests, meadows, 
and lakes. .This is an area which 
should be added to everyone's 
vacation schedule, and it was with 
reluctance that we left Lehman 
Creek Campground at 7 AM on July 
6th to arrive home that night 
around 10 PM. 
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A REPORT ON THE MATTERHORN ACCIDENT 
June 15, 1958 
by John W. Robinson 


One man was injured and several others shaken up and bruised during 
a glissading descent of Matterhorn Peak June 15th. George Wallerstein, 
assistant leader, substained a deep puncture wound when his ice axe 
pierced his upper leg. Several other glissaders lost control, flipped, 
but fortunately ended up with only minor bruises on the face and arms. 
en paragraphs describe what happened and, in the leaders's 
Oop on, WoYe 


1. An account of the accident 


The first climbers of the 37 in the SPS Matterhorn ascent party 
reached the col just east of the peak at 7:45 a.m., 2 hours and 15 mine 
utes after leaving base camp. Most of the group arrived soon afterwards, 
but looking down one could see several slow climbers just beginning the 
long, steep ascent up the cut steps in the couloir. Rather than wait 
the hour for the slower climbers below, the main group proceeded on to 
the summit, enjoyed the view for approximately 20 minutes, and descended 
back to the cols 

Pacing a long drive home, most of the group was anxious to get down 
and out. So, accompanied by George Wallerstein, the group started over 
to & large couloir to the east of the one used for the ascent. This 
larger couloir was picked as the route of descent because it was the 
only one free of rocks. 

dust after most of the party had left, the last group reached the 
sol from below. I stayed behind to lead these five inexperienced climb- 
ers up the peak. We climbed to the summit slowly, stayed only a short 
while on top, then descended back to the col. 

Meanwhile, unknown to me, the following happened: The main party, 
in a hurry to descend, moved rapidly over to the large couloir. By now 
they were fairly well strung out, with George in about the middle. 

Loo down the couloir they envisioned a marvelous glissade. 

The first persons to reach the couloir did not wait for George, but 
started the glissade immediately. Trouble started then. Unknown to the 
group, the couloir had a few inches of soft fresh snow on top and was 
icy below, making an ice axe arrest very difficult if speed was excess» 


' ive. In spots where there had been avalanches the snow was icy and 


bumpy on the surface. As it was still only 9:20 a.m. the snow had not 
head time to soften. — 

Burl Parkinson was the first to realize the effects of this. He 
glissaded too fast, lost control, and somersaulted quite & distance. 
Fortun&tely he ended up with only a few facial scratches. The next 
few glissaders were skillfull enough to maintain control, but then 
several misfortunes occured near together. Chuck Ballard lost control, 
went spinning, and bruised his arm. John Del Monte went out of control 
and lost his ice axe when the strap broke. Another man (name unknown) 
oF pe oh much facial contact with hard snow and bruised his nose and 

chin.‏ ع 

Fortunately there was only one serious accident. George Wallerstein 
slipped while stepping down, vent into a glissade, lost control and 
somersaulted. While doing the latter his ice axe point pierced the 
upper part of his leg and went in quite deep. Luokily it missed the 
artery and bleeding was quickly stopped by bandaging. 

(Continued ) 
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All this was unknown to me at the time. Our slow group reached the 
top of "Bloody Gulch" (so named after the accident) a short time after 


ım most of the main party had descended. We were joined there by two others 


who had delayed their descent after viewing the mishaps. Down below we 
could see a group clustered around George, who was sitting in the snow 
bandaging his wound. 

Our group slowly and cautiously descended by foot, digging steps 
most of the way down the couloir. 

The five miles out to the car was walked slowly and painfully by 
George, with others carrying his pack and ski equipment. 


2. An analysis of the accident 


An analysis of the probable reagons why the accident occured is 
extremely important to insure safety in the future. The SPS has not had 
any real mishaps prior to this one, and this fact may have led to our 
being slightly careless on many of our trips, especially during the 
descent when many are in & headlong race for the’ cars. The following 
are what I believe to be the major reasons for the accident: | 

a.) The leader was not with the main group during the descent. I 
must take full blame here. As was mentioned before, I was back with 
the slow taileend group to insure their safety, as I felt they needed 
my help the most. The main group was impatient to get down, and in view 
of the fact that they had several experienced mountaineers with them 
I assumed they would be able to descend safely. I was wrong. 

b.) The group did not stay together in one or two compact parties. 
As happens on so many SPS trips, once the peak is made everyone is 
anxious to get back to the cars. The unity of the group seems to diss- 


-  Olve in the race to get home early. This was doubly so on this trip, 


as the drive home was 400 miles. On a trip involving 3rd class or ice 
and snow climbing the leader must be insistant that the group stay 
organized, no matter how unpopular that decision is. In the future 
leaders should not hesitate to exert this necessary authority. 

c.) Glissading was done without checking the snow condition first. 
Glissading should not be done if there is the slightest doubt about it. 
being safe. In this case it appeared to look safe, but a few inches 
underneath the soft, fresh snow was a hard, icy surface. The leader 
or a qualified person should personally check the snow condition be- 
fore allowing anyone to descend. 

d.) Some members of the party knew too little about ice and snow 
techniques. No one should be allowed to climb or descend steep snow 
unless the leader is reasonably certain he knows how to use an ice axe. 
This sounds obvious but isn't. In a split-second emergency situation a 
person's reactions with the ice axe should be determined by habit. He 
doesn't have time to think of what he learned the day before. Practice 
sessions should emphasize practice, and lots of it. 

These are what I believe to be the main reasons for the accident. 
I hope other leaders will profit from our mistakes. The SPS has been 
quite fortunate in the past in not experiencing any mishaps, and many 
leaders, including myself, may have taken too much for granted. 


Respectfully submitted, - 





DESERT PEAKS SECTION - NEWSLETTER NO, 55 
ANGELES CHAPTER - SIERRA CLUB 


August 28, 1958 
Dear Desert Peaker, 


Arriving by taxicab at midnight at our camp in the Ponderosa wA 
pine forest on the outskirts of Flagstaff, Arizona, Andy and Shirley 
Smatko, Fred Jensen, and John Robinson- joined the group of Desert 
Peakers who had come on Memorial Day weekend to climb Mt. Humphreys, 
the highest mountain in Arizona. | 


Andy's brand-new car had been demolished east of Kingman when 
the driver inexplicably fell asleep and the car collided with the 
wall of a highway cut. Al Finney received a fractured jaw and mul- 
tiple lacerations, and was taken to the hospital. The rest of the 
group miraculously escaped injury and, after seeing that Al had been 
taken care of, continued to Flagstaff by bus, where they hired a cab 
to search for our camp. 


The next morning the Flagstaff police arrived and arrested a 
member of our group. He had bought gasoline that morning and absent- 
mindedly forgot to pay for it! He was released after paying for the 
gas. We then drove up into the San Francisco Peaks, through the 
magnificent aspen groves, to the Arizona Ski Bowl, Bob Bear led 13 
hikers to the summit of Mt. Humphreys (12,794!). About half the 
group then traversed the ridge to bag Mt. Agazzis (12,340') from 
which they glissaded down into a canyon that led directly back to 
the Ski Bowl. 


That night camp was made at Hualpai Mountain Park, southeast of 
Kingman in the well-forested heights of the craggy Hualpai Mountains. 
On Sunday the group walked up a steep truck trail to the rocky sum- 
mit of Hualpai Peak (8,266'). A dense cluster of radio and TV an- 
tennas violated the summit, 


Dice. fon 


Desert Peaks Chairman 





SOUTHERN  SIERRAN 


SIERRA PEAKS 


--John Robinson 


August had its share of un- 
seasonal bad weather, but the 
Range of Light still felt the 
lugs of undaunted Sierra Peakers. 


The Mineral King car camping 
trip of August 9-10th turned into 
a peak-bagging excursion by the 
choice of the participants. 
Rather than relax in camp, they 
followed leader Tom Ross up 
Vandever Mountain Saturday and 
Sawtooth Peak on Sunday. A 
spattering of rain drops greated 
them on the former. 


Mt. Emerson was ascended by 
eighteen Sierra Peakers and 
friends Sunday, August 17th 
after experiencing heavy rains 
Saturday afternoon and a thunder 
and lightning storm that evening. 
Courageous words by Marge Gall 
helped to halt a flight back to 
the cars by drenched participants 
during the downpour. Sunday 
morning dawned dry, and the climb 
was enjoyed-by all. 


Thirty-seven people turned out 
for the Mt. Brewer climb over the 
Labor Day Weekend. After a 
strenuous 5,000' backpack through 
beautiful country, thirty people 
made the emblem peak on Sunday. 

Six hadn't had enough and climbed 
North Guard, too. Iron man Jon 
Shinno got South Guard also after 

a marathon effort that involved some 
ropeless rock climbing. Jon is 

darn near the strongest hiker in the 
SPS, and only 16 years old. 


Several Sierra Peakers on vaca- 
tion entered remote parts of the Sierra 
during August to ascend peaks that 
are almost never climbed. Among 
these peaks with refreshed registers 
are Scylla and Charybdis in the 
Enchanted Gorge area, Finger Peak 
on the White Divide, and Goodale Mt. 
east of the crest. 

* k k xk * 
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SIERRA PEAKS 
--John Robinson 


The Sierra Nevada continued to 
feel the lugs of Sierra Peakers 
during September, the last "weather 
safe" month for climbing. 


Only five turned out for the 
rugged, trailless ascent of 
Tunnabora Peak (13,593') via George 
Creek. Leader Bud Bingham pioneere! 
this new and interesting route that 
featured ascending with packs some 
rather steep granite slabs. 


The same weekend (September 14- 
15) saw iron-men Jon Shinno and 
Peter Hunt, both 16, ascend Mt. 
Williamson (15,381.] and its two 
eastern pinnacles (14,211' and 
14,150') from the west. They 
knapsacked over Shepherd Pass to 
the Williamson Bowl on Saturday; 


Sunday they ascended the peaks by 


a 3rd class chute and returned to 
the cars after dark. 


Twenty people turned out for the 
comparatively easy Mt. Gould knap- —_ 
sack trip September 27-28. Frank | 
and Joanna Bressel brought their 
2 year old daughter Athena, who, 
complete with minature pack, hiked 
clear up to camp at Heart Lake. 
The Sierra Peak Section really starts 
them out young. Saturday afternoon 
Six people rested in camp while 
fourteen climbed 12,890! Mt. Rixford 
over very loose talus. Sunday saw 
Seventeen easily ascend Mt. Gould 
(13,005') while eight who hadn't 
had enough continued along the 
Crest to 12,995' Dragon Peak. The 
latter included some very interesting 
rock-work near the summit. 


* k k k * 
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The Sierra San Pedro Martir 





OPEN 
Preliminary Sketch Map by CHES WOOD 


e bazard to climbing in Baja California's Sierra San 
Pedro Martir bas been tbe absence of maps tbat sbow de- 
tails of topography, place, names and other features by 
which the climber may orient himself. CHES WOOD of San 
Diego has made this preliminary sketch map from data 
gathered from the Army, from Air Force Charts, from the 
Meling family and from climbers. It is not complete or per- 
fect, but is subject to revision. 
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“SIERRA PEAKS/ 


NOV. 195% 
ss -~-John Robinson 


Sixteen Sierra Peakers gambled 


on good weather over the October 
4-5 weekend to penetrate the 
Sequoia tableland near Pear Lake. 
The weather was fine, so the trip 
turned out a scenic success. 


The above trip was the only 
scheduled outing in October, but 
this didn't prevent "outlaw" 
groups from taking advantage of 
the good weather that lasted all 
month, 


Bud Bingham and Bill Sanders 
entered the Palisades on October 
11-12 to climb 13,917' Dis- 
appointment Peak. The ascent 
included several good 4th class 
pitches, providing another ex- 
ample of under-classification in 
the Climbers' Guide. 


Tom Ross and Francis Foley 
shivered through a weeks back- 
pack into the Evolution Basin 
the last weekend of October. 
They reported that the tempera- 
ture got down to 18 degrees at 
night and the days were chilly. 
Not another soul was seen in the 
area--small wonder! October is 
a risky month to enter the High 
Sierra backcountry. 


Domeland in the Southern Sierra 


was visited by 25 Sierra Peakers 
on the first weekend of November. 
This remote and interesting area 
is a poor man's Yosemite. 


Twenty- difference. 





a Year 


DESERT PEAKS . 
EL PICACEO DEL DIABLO 
(10,100'), NOVEMBER 27-30 


--John Robinson 


Sixteen hardy backpackers 
entered the rugged entrance of 
Canyon del Diablo to begin a four 
day trip to El Picacho del Diablo, 
Baja California's loftiest peak. 
It was 2 PM on Thanksgiving Day, 
and hot. The first day and a half 
were spent ascending the 1l mile 
long and scenic canyon, crossing 
or circumventing numerous water- 
falls and cascades. Cedar Camp, 
near the upper end of the canyon 
and just below the peak, was 
reached Friday afternoon. 


Fourteen arose at 5 AM Saturday 
and started the 4,000 foot climb 
to the twin summits just as dawn 
was breaking. Bill Sanders and 
Peter Hunt did a masterful job of 
leading the group up one canyon, 
over a 3rd class ridge and down 
into the "Slot Wash". One arm of 
this steep and rocky chute was 
followed up to a point just below 
the south peak. One hundred feet 
of simple but exposed rockwork got 
the entire party to the top. After 
a short rest, the group made the 
tricky traverse over to the north 
peak, 22 inches higher, according 
to Bud Bernard's survey. The peaks 
are so close to the same elevation 
that the eye cannot judge the 
The fourteen con- 


four of the group climbed Rockhouse Stituted the largest party yet to 


Peak in perfect weather on Sunday 
after crossing the Kern on a 
beaver dam. 


* k ko * 


make the summit of this most 
interesting of desert peaks. 


The long descent to camp was 
. completed just before dark. 
Sunday the weary group hiked back 
to the cars and drove home, 
satisfied with the best hike in 
most of their careers. 


A minor controversy arose over 
the name of the peak, Apparently 
the Sierra Club is alone in calling 
it "El Picacho del Diablo." Most 
maps label it "Cerro de la 
Encantada," and on one map it is 
called "Providencia." 


k k k k ox 
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SIERRA PEAKS 
SPANISH NEEDLE PEAK 
--Bill Sanders 


Cn November 16th, 16 stalwarts 
jounced over the rutted Sand 
Canyon road and subjected them- 
selves to icy November blasts in 
an effort to gain the summit of 
this peak. The day was clear 
until we neared the summit ridge. 
All 16 reached the ridge, but 
under a blanket of clouds with 
Burl Parkinson's thermometer 
reading 179 F. The chilly weather 
plus a 6 inch layer of snow on the 
rocks kept all but 4 from making 
the final pitch to the summit. 
This last pitch is high 3rd class 
at best and turned out to be quite 
difficult under these conditions. 
Nevertheless, the snow and mostly 
clear weather put the camera fans 
to work, and most of the group 
said they enjoyed the trip. 


* * * k X 


HUNDRED PEAKS 


ANSTELL ROCK, SAN JACINTO MTS. 
NOVEMBER 9TH 


--Trudie Hunt 


After a night at Hurkey Creek 
Public Camp where Sierra Clubbers 
were out-numbered and out-voiced 
about 100 to 1 by Boy Scouts, we 
caravaned to Pine Springs Ranch, 
an idyllic retreat at the base 
of Anstell, Apache and Spitzler 
Peaks. A clear, cool fall day 
with spots of yellow foliage 
among the green had brought out 
a crowd of 35 under the able 
leadership of John Robinson. As 
we hiked up the road we had to 
pass through private property, 
and at the owner's cabin we waited 
about 15 minutes for permission 
to proceed. When it finally de- 
veloped that he was in his out- 
house, clad in pajamas, and 
waiting for this unexpected mob 
to depart, we made hastily for 
the trail to his and our laughter. 
After the saddle our problems began, 
for the trail ceased and we had to 
lose and regain much elevation 
among loose dirt and rock and 
spiny ceanothus. The final 300 
feet of the peak was what the 
more timid termed "interesting" 
and use was made of a fixed rope 
over the steeper part. 








Volume 14 $1.00 a Year January 16, 1959 10 Cents a Copy 


HUNDRED Pe E 


GALENA PEAK (9,330!) 
--Dick Kenyon 


On November 23rd fourteen hikers 
ascended Galena Peak in the San 
Bernardino Mountains south of Mt. 
San Gorgonio, to prove that "out 
of season" is often an excellent 
time for the local mountains. 
Because of the heavy snowfall 
of the previous week, there were 
those who anticipated struggling 
thru hip deep snowbanks in sub- 
freezing weather. But instead, 
there were only enough snowbanks 
for atmosphere, and the weather 
was sheer perfection. The ascent 
was made cross-country, by going 
up Mill Creek to its headwall, 
from which a ridge was followed to 
the peak. The Mill Creek headwall 
is very unstable scree, but it was 
ascended anyway, in preference to 


cliffs to the south which are even 
more unstable and crumbiy. These 
cliffs, rising spectacularly above 
the rock strewn gulch of Mill Creek, 
give the area a ruggedness and 
wildness not usually associated 
with the local mountains. 


LITTLE SAN BERNARDINOS 
DECEMBER 6-7th 
--Trudie Hunt 

Warm weather, blue skies re- 
warded about 30 hikers and campers 
who had congregated to climb In- 
spiration, Lost Horse, Queen and 
Quail Mountains in the Little San 
Bernardino Range in Joshua Nat'l. 
Monument. This trip had been 
interrupted last year by Wally 
"Avocado" Smith's heart attack and 
difficult rescue from Queen Mt., 
and by torrential downpours. 


Saturday 23 climbed Quail Mt, 
from the end of the Juniper Flats 
road and Lost Horse from the mine 
of the same name, 


Our campfire at Jumbo rocks 
was enlivened by informal and 
informative talks by Ranger 
Naturalist, Bruce Black, and Supt. 
Supernaught, who told us much of 
the history and problems of the 
Monument, it's current problems 
with private land interests, loss 
of much land in the Eagle Mountain 
area, and increased useage without 
matching funds. 


Sunday some climbed to the 
abandoned lookout about half a 
mile to our south where, as the 
Rangers had promised, a most 
spectacular and comprehensive view 
of the whole vast, rock strewn 
area was afforded. Then all went 
on to climb Inspiration Peak from 
Salton View with it's panoramic 
vista of the San Jacinto Range, 
the Salton Sea, and San Gorgonio. 


Original plans for a plaque 
_and memorial on Queen Mt. for 


CHRISTMAS ON MEXICO'S PEAKS“, ~ 
--John Robinson 


Mexico's three big volcanoes-- 
Popocatepetl, Ixtaccihuatl, and 
Orizaba--were the target of 11 
ambitious Sierra Clubbers over 
the Christmas holidays. Making 
the 4300 mile round trip by auto 
were Barbara Lilley, Charlotte 
Parsons, Bud Bingham, Bud Bernard, 
Bill Sanders, Vern Jones, Jon 
Shinno, Peter Hunt, Frede Jensen, 
Andy Smatko, and John Robinson. 


Popocatepetl (17,888') was the 
first objective on December 24th. 
All 11 of us made the summit after 
7 hours of snow climbing and hard 
breathing in the rare atmosphere. 
The weather was perfect, and 
camera shutters clicked unre- 
servedly. The only unpleasant 
part of the climb was the sulphur 
fumes that erupted from the crater. 


Ixtaccihuatl (17,343') was the 
most interesting and tiring climb 
of the three. A 3 AM start was 
necessary for this long climb, 
and the gloomy overcast weather 
kept our spirits down until we 
finally emerged into the sunshine 
at 16,000 feet. Nine of us reached 
the summit after negotiating one 
very steep snow and rock pitch 
and lots of up and down traversing. 
This latter was not appreciated on 
the return. We were a tired group 
that night. 


Pico de Orizaba, also called 
Citlaltepetl, was a two day trip, 
necessitating the employment of 
five burros to carry our gear up 
to our 14,000 foot base camp. 

The climb of this 18,855 foot peak, 
highest in Mexico, was not tech- 
nical, although the altitude made 
for slow going. Nine of us made 
the top in frigid but clear weather. 
The descent was made in rapid time, 
thanks to some excellent glissading. 


Our trip successfully completed, 
we headed home dodging the thousands 
of animals that inhabit Mexico's 
highways. Scratch one pig, one dog, 
and two rabbits. 

x * k*k * X 


Wally Smith had been found to be 
contrary to Park policy, but a 
group of 6 led by Walt Wheelock 
made the climb from the Ronstedt 
Ranch, a new route. Peak baggers 
adjourned to the San Bernardinos 
to climb Tip Top; others 
luxuriated in the warm, desert 
sun at the Nature Walk or at 
Hidden Valley before returning 
to the smog and the traffic. 





Number 1 





JWR 


Popo Fre 
P m / xty SS DT E ers 





SS a hee a erben e 
joe Pec. 7 Photo 6 
o y Gra hem Steph 
ensot) 


f 


Wi YUL Ke IE Lig ZZ‏ و 
NEU, SANG‏ 















Duch Lake ces RS f, 


Charlot TYacsens 





— 


TRI- 


a pen e ps 


SIERRA PEAKS SECTION 2: 

Purpose: To develop and expand interest and activity 
of the Sierra Club membership in the Sierra Nevada 
Range. To promote weekend knapsack trips and 
mountain climbs in the Sierra Nevada, and to cul- 
tivate close comradeship among hikers and mountain- 
eers. To aid in the conservation and preservation 
of the wilderness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance 
of good trails and clean campsites, and the dissemina- 
tion of general knowledge concerning the range.. 

Membership: Any member of the Sierra Club may 
become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qualifying list maintained by the section and 
making application for membership in writing to the 
secretary. The section meets the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at club headquarters at 7:30 p.m. 

Bill Sanders (Ch.) 

Tom Amneus (V.Ch.) Charlotte Parsons (Treas.) 
Mary Ann Eide (Sec.) X Chuck Miller (Alt. Officer) 
SIERRA PEAKS SECTION 

List of Emblem Peaks 3 
Emblem attained by climbing ten out of the fourteen 

following peaks (listed south to north): z 

Olancha Pk. (12,135) 

Mt. Whitney (14,495) 

Mt. Kaweah (13,816) . 

Mt. Williamson (14,384) 

Mt. Brewer (13,577) 

Mt. Sill (14,162) 

North Palisade (14,242) 

Mt. Goddard (13,568) 

Mt. Darwin (13,830) . 

Mt. Humphreys (13,986) 

Mt. Abbot (13,715) 

Mt. Ritter (13,157) 

Mt. Lyell (13,114) 

Matterhorn Pk. (12,281) 

The climbing of six out of a list of over 200 SPS 

Qualifying Peaks is necessary for section membership. 
This list may be obtained by writing to the secretary. 


MARCH 7-8 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Lamont Peak (7,468'), Sawtooth Peak (7,970') — 
8:00 a.m.: A chance to get two SPS qualifying peaks. 
Either climb suitable for beginners in good shape. 
Lug soles required. Bring wood and water. 

Sat.—8:00 a.m.: Lamont Peak. Meet at intersection 
of Rancho Sundown Valley road and Walker Pass 
Hwy. (Calif. 178), 17 miles west of U.S. 6. Caravan 
3 miles to roadhead. Hiking 8 miles, elevation gain 
3,000 ft. 

Sun.—8:00 a.m.: Sawtooth Peak. Meet at summit of 
Nine Mile Canyon Rd., which leaves U.S. 6-395 10 
miles north of new U.S. 6-395 junction. Hiking 10 
miles, mostly in snow; elevation gain 3,000 ft. Driv- 
ing 300 miles. Contact leaders for trans. Leaders: 
JERRY KEATING and BURL PARKINSON. - 





MARCH 21-22 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Lookout Mt. (9,826') — 8:00 a.m.: Meet at junction 
of Kern River Canyon Rd. and Brush Cr., up river from 
Kernville. If condition of road permits, we will caravan 
to vicinity of Corral Meadow, then backpack approxi- 
mately 8 miles to camp at Corral Meadows (not the 
same one). Sunday climb Lookout Mt. and return to 
cars. Hiking 18 miles with elevation gain of 3500 ft. 
Sat. and 2000 ft. Sunday. Driving 440 miles. Leader: 


CHUCK MILLER. Asst.: FRANK SANBORN. Contact 
leaders for trans. 1 e Eua ER 


APRIL 25-26 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Crag Peak (9,555') — 7:00 a.m.: . A relatively easy. 
knapsack hike over Haiwee Pass to our campsite on. 
the South Fork of the Kern River puts us within easy - 
hiking distance of Crag Peak, an SPS qualifier in the 
southern. Sierra. Meet at pack station on Haiwee Creek . 
just 4 miles west of Hwy. 6 between Little Lake ana 
Olancha. Sat. we backpack 7 miles on good trail to 
camp. Plenty of wood and water at camp. Sun. ford 
the river and make interesting scramble up Crag Peak 
3 miles from camp. Carry canteen. Driving: 350 miles. 
Contact leaders for trans. Leader: FRANK SANBORN. 
Asst.: ROGER GAEFCKE. 


MAY 2-3 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Glancha Peak (12,135') — 8:00 a.m.: This most 
popular backpack is again scheduled in the spring to 
view the mountains at their best. Meet Sat., 8:00 a.m., 
at Sears Pack Station. Turn off U.S. 395 at Richfield 
station 5⁄2 miles south of Olancha. Wood and water 
at campsite; bring warm sleeping gear, stout shoes. 
Driving 400 miles; hiking 7 miles Sat., 11 miles Sun. 
Contact leaders for trans. Leader: BILL SANDERS. 
Asst.: FREDE JENSEN. 





MAY 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA d 
Mt. Bradley (13,280') — 8:00 a.m.: Meet Sat. 8:00 
a.m. in Independence at the junction of the Onion 
Valley Rd. and U.S. 6. Due to steep snow conditions, 
ice axe and crampons necessary. Climbers should be 
in good condition due to the 7,000' gain, which is 
trailless. Be prepared for possible snow camping. 
Water and wood available at timberline camp. Hiking 
about 14 miles. Driving 450 miles. Contact leaders 
before going. Leaders: BUD BINGHAM and TOM 
AMNEUS. 1 a eae 


MAY 23-24 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Lone Pine Pk. (12,951') — 8:00 a.m.: An early season 
snow climb of this towering peak that looks spectacu- 
lar from the highway. We backpack to Meysan Lakes 
Sat., climb peak by a snow-filled chute Sun. Bring 
warm clothes, ice axe, and lug soles. Meet at drink- 
ing fountain in Lone Pine at 8:00 a.m. Sat. Hiking 
5 miles Sat., 9 miles Sun. Driving 400 miles. Leader: 
JOHN BINSO Assts.: MARY ANN EIDE and 
ONS. Call Charlotte for trans. 





MAY 29-31 FRI-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mt. ‘Langley (14,042'), Peak 12,819 — 8:30 a.m.: 
Mt. Langley, our southernmost 14,000-ft. peak, was 
once believed. to be higher than Mt. Whitney. ‘tug 
soles and ice axe required, crampons optional. Meet 
at fountain in Lone Pine 8:30 a.m. Fri. Backpack to 
timberline camp on Diaz Creek. Sat. climb Langley. 
Sun. climb Peak 12,819 and return to cars, Driving 
400 miles, hiking 24 miles; elevation gain 10,000’. 
Call a leader before going on this trip. Leader: TOM 
AMNEUS. Asst.: JERRY KEATING. $ 5 
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Tho e d "es c Ree pack 1 de > campsite ‘on Sat. Not 
technically c fficult peak, could be ES ve for those 
not dn co dition. - lug. soles a and ice e a optional. 
ng 10 iles with packs, 6 ‘or more m iles without. 
ion gain 5, 000’ Fri., 3, ,000' each Sat. and ‘Sun. 
RW 0. iles. - Leaders qd VERN JONES, 
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SEP. 19-20 SAT.-SUN. 
Mt. Corcoran (1 3,733 ES: :00 a.m.: | Str 






experienced backpackers only. 
tain in Lone Pine. Caravan to T 
495). tai T Cree ` Backpack to timberline camp, 38 
Whitney y Portal, tra backpack d mostly trailless, Sun. climb peak (dass 2) € 
Pine Creek to timber backpack ato cars. Drivi ing 450 miles, godere 
tone Pine Beck by min. thir ata BARA LILLEY and SYSOSSOFSKY.. E 





SIERRA PEAK 


0 uu soles a must VAT ving 500 
Trans.: RICH GNAGY, DICK MOSLEY. 











SAT.-SUN. 


¥ OCT. 3-4 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS | 

Mt. Silliman (11,188')—8:00 a.m.: Enjoy scenic views 

: Dx 15 MESS of the Sequoia area on the last scheduled "High 
spon Men 5 SAT. SUN. SIERRA REAKS r Sierra" trip this season. Meet at Lodgepole Camp- 
adow, Beginners Trip - = 8: :00 a.m.: Mee ground Sat. Backpack approx. Z mi. and 3,000’ gain 


at resceni cent M leadow in Sequoia Nat. Park. Long, easy to camp at Twin Lakes. Sun. climb peak via trailless 


backpack o n a good trail. 23 miles. round trip. route and return to Lodgepole. Driving 460 mi. Leaders 


pons al hike Sat. evening with full moon to Hamilton and Trans.: CHUCK MILLER and MARY ANN EIDE. 
Kaweah Gap, 0 miles round t drip. Flash- —— = — ا‎ 


tra a s il. SSR BEA ava lable 
Meadow Co Mac 
by July 5. Dr 2/40 00. 


n iles. 
E | Z OCT. 10-11 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA rd 

: The Needles (8,228') — 8:30 a.m.: An easy knap- 

sack into a beautifully timbered area above the North 

fork of the Kern River. The Needles are spectacular 

Pinnacles of sheer granite. A second- class route will 

be used. Meet at Johnsondale, 23 mi. north of Kern- 

ville, 8:30 a.m. Sat. Car caravan to Dry Cr. Knapsack 





NOV. 14-15 
Nichols Peak (6073'), Pilot Knob (6212') —8 


— Ó— 
1 


Meet at ` Tiogc s ranger station. You ' chan te to see 5 mi. to Peppermint Cr. campsite. Sun. will be more 

beautiful Yos ite high COUN ck 5^ miles strenuous for those wishing to climb peak, 8 mi. round 

to camp near E "ker Pass, < f Koip Sat trip from camp. Contact leaders as to snow and wea- 

Climb Gibb - on way out to cars. * To | hiking ther conditions; plans may be altered. Driving 450 mi. 

22 miles ele "us ١ gain 6,3 JU. Driving 730 niles leaders and Trans.: BUD BINGHAM and JERRY 
ERRY KEATING, MONRC E LEVY ! KEATING 


cc —— C eS Sera 





Sun meet on 178 just west of 


f for Pilot Knob, hik 


8 mi., 


00 a.m.: 


e Isabella - Walker Pass 


ing 


bs. Sat. meet 


. Hywy. 178, for Nichols Peak, 6 m 
: JOHN ROBINSON 


camp Sat. night near Kernville. 


Leaders and Trans. 


in the Lak 


gain. 


3200'. Car 
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area, should be pleasant winter cl 
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` DESERT PEAKS E 2 


ung piore the desert mountain "E. of 
California and the Southwest, and to stimulate the 
interest of the Sierra Club membership. in climbing 
these ranges. To aid in the conservation and preser- 
vation of desert wilderness areas. . 


. Membership: Any member of the Sierra Club may 
become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qualifying list maintained by the section, and 
making application for membership in writing to the 
Ee i 

Ly Merten (Ch.) Trudie Hunt (V. Ch. ) 
thee M ` Jo Jones (Sec.-Treas.) 

meo Dick Kenyon (Member-at-Large) 


Y Emblem: Requirements: Mt. Montgomery, Telescope 
Peak, Rabbit Peak, and New York Butte, plus any five 


additional peaks on the qua lifying list. 


JE: 


JAN. 10-11 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Kingston Peak (7,320'): 26 miles east of Baker from 
Route 91 turn north (just east of windmill) on good 
dirt road for about 28 miles. About 1 mile east of 
Summit Pass (elev. 5,200’) turn south on mining road 
to camp Sat. night. No wood or water. Sunday 6:30 
a.m. climb peak. Boots, canteen(s) required. Driving 
500 miles, hiking 12, elev. gain 3,500'. Leaders: 
PETER, TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. Asst.: JERRY ZA- 
GORITES. __ 


JAN. 31-FEB. 1 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Spectre Peak (4,400'): High point of the Coxcomb 
Range. Spectacular rock formations; trailless and rug- 
ged terrain. Sturdy boots and canteen essential. Dry 
camp. Meet at campsite Sat. afternoon. From Desert 
Center on U.S. 60-70 drive northeast on the Parker 
Dam road about 27 miles to where the black top 
curves right; 0.6 miles past this curve, turn left on 
dirt road for 6.8 miles; turn sharply left on road 
angling southeast for 1.4 miles and then turn right 
and drive 1 mile to campsite. Leader: DICK KENYON. 
Asst.: TOM AMNEUS. 


FEB. 7-8 SAT.-SUN. 106 PEAKS-DESERT PEAKS 


Little Berdoo (5462'), Belle (4614'), Pinto (3982'): 
Meet for all climbs at Jumbo Rocks Campground (10:00 
a.m. Sat., 8:30 a.m. Sun.). This is strictly an explora- 
tory trip on ‘‘unofficial’’ peaks. Join us and see how 
new climbs are developed. Little Berdoo is the southern- 
most peak of the Little San Bernardino Range. Belle is 
the highest point and Pinto the outstanding summit 
in the Pinto Range. Drive 1 mile east of Twentynine 
Palms, right 10 miles, then right 3 miles. to Jumbo 
Rocks. Hiking 2-20 miles, driving 380 miles. Leaders 
and Trans.: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. 





« FEB. 21-22 — SAT.-SUN. BUS TRIP 
D.P.S. AND NATURAL SCIENCE 


This will be a combined D.P.S. and Natural Science 
knapsack trip down Palm Canyon from Ribbonwood 
to Hermit's Bench, which is 6 miles due south of Palm 
Springs. If you can hike 10 miles EACH day, carrying 
your sleeping bag, mattress (?), 9'x12' plastic, can- 
teen, 2 lunches, 1 dinner, and 1 breakfast (about 12 
pounds), then you are welcome. 

Ovr last club trip down this canyon was led. by ED 
PETERSON in 1954. It was one of our very best trips. 
We are delighted to say that he will again be our 
Guide and Naturalist on this trip. 


On our way home we will stop at a little cafe for an 
Italian dinner. Sorry, they can serve but 41 so our 
friends in private transportation must eat elsewhere. 
Cost, about $1.50. Leader: WALTER INGER: Asst.: 
TOM AMNEUS. 


~ 





20 Pk Trip: 


HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION ioc 


Purpose To encourage the climbing of. m 
throughout. Southern California; to preserve rece 
history and other information of these beaks; an 


bring together those having this rad. nee 
Peaks shall be over 5,000 feet, south of the Teh wei 
Pass and west of the desert basins. Shee, 

Membership is open to all members of een 
Club. Qualifications: 25 of listed peaks. T Non 
committee for information. vai" 


Dick Worsfold (Ch.) Rosalind Underwood (Wich. es 





E 





Walt Wheelock (Sec.-Treas.) Dick Kenyon 
Harry Melts Crystal Karstens 

| ic. _ Tom Hunt Spee OARS 
APRIL 5 SUN. LOCAL HIKE 


Bichota Canyon to Rattlesnake (Fang) Peak (5819") 
— 8:00 a.m.: Not a call to combat, but a good hike 
in a scenic area to a two-peak (one accredited), well- 
earned achievement. Directions: Foothill Blvd. to 
Azusa, San Gabriel Can. to Bichota Can. gate, where 
parking space available and hike begins. Bring can- 
teen and lunch. Driving 90 miles, hiking 13 miles. 
leader: GUS HAMILTON. Asst.: BILL BRITTON. Trans.: 
FRANCES COLLYER. | 


Joan! ist? Trip 


MAY 17 SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Wilshire Pk. (8707'), Little San Gorgonio (9140') — 
8:00 a.m.: Joint trip with Riverside Chapter. This is a 
chance to get two seldom-scheduled peaks without 
backpacking. Drive U.S. 99 through Redlands, taking 
Yucaipa turnoff and following signs to Oak Glen. 
Meet at junction Oak Glen and Camp Oak Glen Rds., 
just past the Los Rios Rancho sign. Caravan 2.7 miles 
over a private road to trail. We climb the Yucaipa 
ridge, then 1 short mile west to Wilshire Pk. and a 
long 1% miles east to Little San Gorgonio. (Nearest 
campground is on Mill Creek Rd., % mile below lgo's 
Store.) Hiking 12 miles, driving 169 miles. Leader: 
CLARK JONES. Asst.: WALT WHEELOCK. 








MAY 31 SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Sugarloaf Mtn. (9952') — 8:30 a.m.: The highest 
peak in the Big Bear area provides views of the entire 
San Bernardino area, much of which should be snow- 
covered. Hikers may camp at either of the two public 
camps at Big Bear (will be cold). Drive past Big 
Bear City 1%, miles, turning right 2 miles to Green 
Canyon, where hike will start. Hiking 12 miles, driving 
230 miles. Leader: LEE OWINGS. Asst.: ROGER. 
GAEFCKE. Call leader for trans. 1 i 


wilh Joan 


JUNE 6-7 : SAT.-SUN. IBOIPEAKS iZ] 
Iron Mtn. No. 1 (7995'): A one-time chance to take 
an easier, or shall we say slightly less. ss arduous, route 
to this difficult peak. We have special permissie ion to 
camp Sat. night at Weber's Camp, from „which 
shortcut to the ridge at 5:00 a.m. Sun. with Sx 
chance to make the summit before noon . Elev d 
gain 3800',- considerable ‘brush, mo water. sid EE vise 
off, then 2 ate) MAC EL 6 t v Bale y Rese rts tur 

2e odis, Baldy Ville lagra then 1 mile 
Wes iu. S dora Mi els ed gate « Cold rater 


Canyon. et , and 13 m iles on . irt road | ta Weber's 
Can p. G a "s will be un unl locked for dis wo hours. “only 42 at. 
5 1 p.m. (deadline). Leaders: HARRY and PEGGY 
McLEA V Ast W AUT: WHEELOCK Tl rans. HAZEL 
Tee 
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MARCH 14-15 SAT.-SUN. l DESERT PEAKS 


Big Marias (3,350'): These mountains are part of 
the interesting group found in the: Colorado River 
Basin north of Blythe. Grand views of the river are 
visible from the summits. Dry camp Sat. night ap- 
proximately 17 miles north of Blythe on road to Mid- 
land. look for Sierra Club arrows after 3:00 p.m., 
leading northeast over dirt road approximately 3 miles 
to camp spot. 14-16 miles of trailless hike very early 
Sun. morning. Driving, 500 miles. Leaders and Trans.: 


Led by PETER © TRUDIE HUWT. 


١ APRIL 4-5 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 

Granite ‘Mtns. (6,786'): This is the first scheduled 
trip to this range, notable for its pinyon-covered slopes 
bristling with granite pinnacles, and extensive cactus 
gardens at its base. About 5 miles east of Amboy on 
U.S. 66 turn north on road to Kelso. Go about 17.5 
miles to turnoff, from which follow arrows to camp 
(arrows will be up by 1:00 p.m. Sat.). Dry camp. 
Climb high point of range Sun. Elevation gain, 2,500 
feet. Trailless and rugged terrain. Canteen essential. 
Rubber lugsole boots advisable. Leader: DICK KEN- 
YON. Asst.: RALPH MERTEN. : 


Talg 


APRIL 18-19 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Potosi Peak (8,504') — Bird Spring Range, Nevada: 
Sat. free day in Las Vegas. Sunday, 6:30 a.m., meet 
at Mountain Springs Summit on Nevada Route No. 16 
(9 miles south of Las Vegas, then 16 miles west). 
See "Desert Area’’ auto club map. Sat. night, campers 
should camp no farther than 2 miles southwest on 
Potosi mine road, where Sun. arrivals should pick you 
up by 6:40 a.m. Dry camping. 3,000 ft. elevation 
gain. New area; interesting rock formations. Leaders 
and Trans.: TOM, TRUDE, PETER HUNT. 


“MAY 9-10 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Mt. Keynot (11,105'): With early start Sunday, morn- 
ing, we traverse this qualifying peak in the Inyo 
Range in one day. We hike 13 miles and gain and 
lose 6,000 feet elevation, using old mining trails most 
of the way. We go up from French Springs on the 
south and descend by ridge and canyon a few miles 
north of the peak. Meet center of Lone Pine 2:00 
p.m. Sat. and caravan over rough desert roads to 
French Springs. Early arrivals lunch and swim together 
at Dirty Socks Spring near Olancha en route. Bring 
water and firewood. Driving 430 miles. Leader: BOB 
BEAR. Assts.: POLLY CONNABLE and HARRY MELTS. 
Trans.: EMILY BEAR. 


. JUNE 20-21 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Waucoba Mtn. (11,123'): Climb highest peak in Inyo 
Range by easy route from southwest, with trail much 
of way. Drive east from Independence on Kearsarge 
road 17 miles up Mazourka Canyon to campsite just 
below Badger Flat at 8,000 feet elevation. Wood 
available. Bring water. Arrows placed by Sat. 4:00 


p.m. Climb peak Sunday with early start. Hiking 16 
miles, Driving 460 miles. Leader: BOB BEAR. Asst.: 
JOHN DELMONTE. Trans.: EMILY BEAR. - 


SEPT. 26-27 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Mt. Dubois (13,545): From Big Pine go 37.3 miles 
over Westgaard Pass, then along 3A, 24 miles to Fish 
lake Hwy. Maintenance Station. Go west about 3 
miles to camp along stream Sat. afternoon or ‘evening. 
(See Desert area Auto Club map.) Caravan Sun. to 
start climb at 6:30 a.m. sharp. Elevation gain about 
6000. Liles. Driving 650 miles. 
2 canteens. Leader: ANDY SMATKO. Asst.: JOHN 
ROBINSON. Trans.: BEA WHEELOCK, ~~ 


ee + nl 


10 
IN, 
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AUG.30 — SUN. = وود‎ PEAKS 
Mt. Anderson (10,850) and Shields Peak (10,660'): 
These peaks: [ie above Mirror Lake | and form part of 
the high ridge west of San Bernardino Peak. From 
Redlands drive up Mill Creek Valley and on. to Barton 
Flats, where we will camp Saturday night. We will 
meet Sunday morning at 7:30 a.m. at road's end on 
Poopout Hill, which is several miles south of Barton 
Flats and Jenks Lake, and arrange a shuttle. This is a 
fairly easy hike, mostly on good trails. Carry a can- 
teen. Driving 200 miles; hiking 11 miles. Leaders: 


TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. 





SEPT. 26-27 -SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 7 


Brush Mtn. (7000'), San Emigdio (7495'), Mt. Abel 
(Cerro Noroeste) (8286'), Grouse Mtn. (8650') — 
Sat. 1:00 p.m.: Drive to top of Abel summit, then 
hike to Grouse Mtn. Caravan to Marion Camp for the 
night. Sun, 9:00 a.m. climb Brush, then follow wooded 
ridge to San Emigdio Mtn. Drive U.S. 99 through Gor- 
man, then left through Frazier Park. 5 miles beyond, 
turn right toward Y-camp, then follow new graded 
road marked ''Mill Potrero" to Apache Saddle. Abel 
summit is 7 miles to the left; Marion Camp turnoff is 
2 miles to the right. Bring water. Hiking: 13 miles. 
Driving 210 miles. Leader: BILL UTTERBACK. Asst. and. 
trans.: ROSALIND UNDERWOOD. 1 - 





OCT. 24-25 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Cerro Gordo (Ghost Town, 8100'), Pleasant Mtn. 
(9705'), New York Butte (10,668') — 9:00 a.m.: 
Leave Cerro Gordo 10:45 a.m. Sat. Knapsack north- 
ward along Inyo crest 3 mi. to Pleasant Mtn., 15 
mi. more to Mexican Spring (only water), 2% mi. to 
defunct Saline Valley Salt Co., tramway crossing. (See 
Aug. 59 Desert Magazine.) Camp here at pinyon 
studded summit station. Tremendous views! Sun. fol- 
low crest via Burgess Mine to New York Butte, return 
to cars in Long John Canyon. Meet at Richfield 
Station in Keeler on Hwy. 190 Sat. 9:00 a.m. Shuttle 
some cars to Long John Canyon; caravan up steep 
graded rd. 7 mi. to Cerro Gordo. Sleep Fri. junction 
Hwy. 190 and Olancha rd. 35 mi. so. of Keeler. Hik- 
ing Sat. 7, Sun. 12; Driving 450 mi. Leader: BOB 
GREENAWALT. Asst. TOM CROWLEY. 


7 NOV. 7-8 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


V&S PEAKS 


Ophir Mtn. (6019"), Zinc Hill (5584'), Jack Gunn Pk. 
(5594'), Nelson Range (7701'): These minor peaks 
in the Darwin region offer a wide choice of easy 
climbing. We hope to have the geologist from Ana- 
conda Mines with us. Meet 3 mi. east of Darwin 
turnoff at 10:30 a.m. Sat., and we will convoy to 
ridge near Ophir Mtn. where this climb will begin. 
This peak overlooks the Darwin mines. Meet at Darwin 
Post Office at 1:00 p.m., and will convoy down 
Darwin Wash for the Zinc Hill climb. This is the most 
northerly peak in the Argus Range. We will camp in 
lee Flat (no wood or water), one of the finest stands 
of Joshua trees. After supper, we climb Jack Gunn 
Peak, by moonlight. Sun. 9:00 a.m., climb summit 
of nearby Nelson Range, a new “official” DPS peak. 
Directions: US 6-395 to Olancha, right 15 mi. to Cal. 


190, right 11 mi. to Darwin Rd. For Lee Flat, continue 
east on Cal. 190, 4 mi. to Saline Valley Alt. Rd., then 
left 8 mi. to camp Hiking: Ophir, 2 mi.; Zinc, 6 mi; 
Gunn, 2 mi.; Nelson, 10 mi. Driving: 500 mi. Leader: 
WALT WHEELOCK.  Asst.: POLLY CONNABLE. 








^ NOV. 21-22 SAT.-SUN. DESERT "ra 
Maturango Pk. (8839'), “Parkinson Pk." (Bendife, 
8724'): This is first scheduled climb from Panamint 
valley of 2 highest peaks of Argus range, lower of 
which DPS is petitioning to have named for Burl Park- 
inson who planned this trip originally. Drive to rd. 
junction 18.6 miles north of Chevron stafion in Trona, 
take rd. left for 8 mi., then follow arrows (placed by 
11 a.m.) as far as possible. At noon backpack, or 
jeep caravan, 5 mi. up canyon to campsite at mine. 
Sun. climb both peaks. Elev. gain 4,000'. Dry camp, 
some wood. Rugged, trailless, 2 canteens, lug soles 
essential. Driving: 400 mi. Hiking: Sun. 14 mi. 
Leader: LOTHAR KOLBIG. Asst.: POLLY CONNABLE. 


/ NOV. 26-29 THURS.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 

AND CAR CAMPERS 
Guadalupe Canyon and Peak, Baja California—1:00 
p.m. Thurs.: Meet at 1:00 near foot of grade, 18 mi. 
west of Mexicali on Hwy. 2 which goes to Tijuana 
(allow time to get lost in Mexicali). Caravan about 30 
mi down dry lake (Laguna Salada) to campsite in 
Guadalupe canyon. A few stretches are sandy. Owner 
charges a fee to camp. Water, wood, hot springs 
available. Activities: 1. explore rugged, palm-lined, 
water-filled canyon; a real desert oasis. 2. climb 
spectacular Guadalupe Peak (exploratory). 3. explore 
sites of early Cucapa Indians (perfect ollas have been 
found). 4. bathe in hot springs. Contact leaders 
before going. Driving: 475 mi. Hiking: optional. 
Leaders: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT, BOB BOYD. 


/ DEC. 5-6 ` SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Porter Peak (9101'): Camp Sat. at Post Office Springs 
near Ballarat in Panamint Valley, north of Trona. Sun. 
8:00 a.m. caravan with available 4-wheel-drive vehicles 
10 mi. up Pleasant canyon to 6000 ft. Hike 3% mi. 
with 3100 ft. elev. gain to summit. On return contour 
easy 3 mi. to B.M. 8270. Driving: 425 mi. Hiking: 
6% mi. Leader: VERGIL LEWIS Asst.: POLLY CON- 
NABLE. Trans.: DICK KENYON. 








Slide Showings. : 


^ NOV. 18 WED. LONG BEACH GROUP ` 
Birney School — Potluck Dinner — 6:30 p.m.: We plan 
to have JOHN ROBINSON present slides of Mexico's 
three highest peaks: ''Ixty", “Popo”, and Orizaba. 
Mr. Robinson climbed these peaks last Christmas with a 
group from Sierra Peaks. Bring table service and a 
hot dish, salad, vegetable, or a dollar. 





/ DEC. 10 THURS. SIERRA PEAKS 
Silver Lake Playground Clubhouse—7:30 p.m.: Business 
meeting. JOHN ROBINSON and ANDY SMATKO will 
show pictures of their summer trip to the Pacific North- 
west. Refreshments: MARGE GALL and DAN CUM- 
MINGS. 


. DESERT PEAKS SECTION 
List of Qualifying Peaks 


White Mountain Peak 
Mt. DuBois 

Mt. Montgomery 
Boundary Peak 
Wheeler Peak 
Humphreys Peak 
Charleston Peak 

Mt. Jefferson 

Glass Mtn. 

Waucoba Mtn. 

Mt. Inyo 

Mt. Keynot 
Telescope Peak 

New York Butte 

El Picacho del Diablo 


Pleasant Mtn, 
Sentinel Peak 
Tin Mtn. 

Dry Mtn. 
Grapevine Peak 
Clark Mtn. 
Manly Peak 
Providence Peak 
Pyramid Peak 
Rabbit Peak 
Argus Peak 
Martinez Peak 
Funeral Peak 
Avawatz Peak 


Eagle Mtn. 4 


Kofa Peak 
Spectre Peak 
Sheephole Mtn. 
Whipple Mtn. 
Mopah Peak 
Castle Dome 
Big Maria Mtn. 
Picacho Peak 


Emblem Requirements: 


14,242 
13,545 
13,465 
13,145 
13,061 
12,611 
11,910 
11,949 
11,127 
11,123 
11,107 
11,101 
11,049 
10,668 
10,136 


9,705 
9,636 
8,900 
8,726 
8,705 
7,903 
7,190 
7,100 
6,703 
6,666 
6,542 
6,539 


6,397 - 


6,204 
5,347 
4,680 
4,400 
4,400 
4,131 
3,675 
3,600 
3,350 
1,947 


White 
White 
White 
White 
(Nev.) 
(Ariz.) 


Snake 

San Francisco 
Charleston (Nev.) 
Toyabe (Nev.) 

N. Owens Valley 
Inyo 

Inyo 

Inyo 

Panamint 

Inyo 

Sierra San Pedro de 
Martir (Lower Calif.) 
Inyo 

Panamint 

Panamint 

Last Chance 
Grapevine 

Clark 

Panamint 

Providence 

Funeral 

Santa Rosa 

Argus 

Santa Rosa 

Black 

Avawatz 

Eagle 

Kofa (Ariz.) 
Coxcomb 

Sheephole 

Whipple 

Turtle 

Castle Dome (Ariz.) 
Big Maria 

Chocolate 


Mt. Montgomery, Telescope 


Peak, Rabbit Peak, and New York Butte, plus any five 
additional peaks on the above list. 
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x A. MOUNTAINEERING TN MEXICO BE | 

Eleven Sierra Club members (Bud Bingham, Bill Sanders, Andy Smatko, John 
Shinno, Peter Hunt, Barbara Lilley, Charlotte Parsons, Vern Jones, Frede Jensen, 
John Robinson and Bud Bernard caravaned in three cars south of the border (via El 
Paso) during the Christmas holidays. To avoid illnesses which seem unavoidable in 
Mexico even if one eats in supposedly "safe" restaurants, this group cooked its own 
meals until after all three peaks (Popocatapetal, Ixtaccihuatl and Orizaba) were 
climbed, Even so, unfortunately, colds prevented some party members from reaching 
all the summits. Sse M 5 

Leaving. Los Angeles on December 19th, they had reached the large (free) 
"climbing hut!" at the foot of Popo by the following Tuesday afternoon. There (a 
source of good water) they spent the night. On Wednesday, after a 4:00 a.m. start, 
all eleven reached Popo's summit (17,800!) by noon. Crampons were put on at "Las 
Cruces," and much of the climbing was up a steep, powdery snow slope, which required 
continuous trail breaking to reach the rim of the crater, As it is necessary to 
walk around and:up to the crater rim to reach the summit, another handicap was the 
clouds. of sulphuric steam, accompanied by occasional rumblings, that were rising 
from the crater, replacing the little oxygen originally in the air! Good weather 
was enjoyed on this peak, and descent was speeded by sitting glissades, so that all 
members of the party were back at the hut by 4:00 p.m. That night they stayed at 
the hut, and the following day was spent recovering and driving over to the starting 
place for Ixta, a place called "Minas," about 2 miles beyond the TV station, There 
is a small hut but no water there, : | ite 

They scouted the trail that afternoon and left at 3:00 a.m, Friday morning to 
make the climb. A storm condition--wind and low clouds--existed, but luck was with 
them, After traveling ona trail up the ridge for 3 hours, they came to the hut 
located at the "knees" just at snowline (1/,000'). There they found a guide with a 
client who had decided not to make the climb, so, in order to find the route in 
the still overcast weather, they hired the guide, and all but Bud and Peter reached 
the summit (17,343'). This was a beautiful climb along snowy ridges and, at last, 
above the cloud level; however, the ups and downs involved at over 16,000! made the 
return trip nearly as strenuous as the climb, Returning to the cars by 4:00 pem., 
they drove back to the Popo hut and stayed there that night. On Saturday morning 
the group headed for Orizaba, leaving Barbara in Mexico City to return to Los Angeles 
by plane, (She had already climbed Orizaba in 1955 and did not want to use up any 
more "sick leave,") - | — 5 تي‎ | | 

The remaining ten drove to Cuidad Serdan and on Sunday were packed in by mule 
the twelve miles to the Cueva del Muerto (15,000!) the starting point for the climb 
of Orizaba, On Monday all but Charlotte reached the summit (18,700!). The weather 
was cold and cloudy, althcugh occasionally clear enough for pictures, Orizeba has 
a crater, not as large as Popo's, from which occasional sulphurous fumes come up, 
but, as the near rim of the crater is the high point, one is not bothered by fumes 
while climbing, The group enjoyed a tremendous 3,500! glissade and reached the 
Cave early enough to return to Cuidad Serdar tne sane dary, | 

They returned to fics Aaz:!es via Nogaies, after shopping and sightseeing on 
Tuesday, arriving at home ov Saturday afternoon, Janvary 3rd. i Mí ام ين‎ f 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


Fe. --Jerry Keating 


Sierra Peaks Section members 
turn from the mountains to the 
conference table this month for 
the first session of a mountain- 
eering training program. 


Chuck Miller, who is coordinating 
the course, says it will include 
such topics as first aid, mountain 
rescue and ice and snow climbing. 
Practice climbs will supplement 
the course. 


First session will be held 
Wednesday night, February 25th 
after the section's monthly 
business meeting at Sierra Club 
Headquarters. The next session 
is set tentatively for Tuesday 
night, March 23rd at Silver Lake 
Playground Clubhouse. The Club- 
house was selected in anticipation 
of increasing attendance at 
section meetings. 


Preliminary discussions in- 
dicate the SPS will offer a full 
schedule during the summer, 
according to Chairman George Shinno 
of the Schedule Committee. Major 
peaks under consideration include 
North Palisade (1's 242"), Mt. - 
Williamson (14 Ebai ), and Mt. 5 
Humphreys (13,9 63 


Heading the SPS this year is 
Bill Sanders, Chairman. Other 
officers are Tom Amneus, Vice- 
Chairman; Mary Ann Eide, 
Secretary; Charlotte Parsons, 
Treasurer; and Chuck Miller, 
Alternating Officer. 


O* k k k * 





Ideal weather prevailed again 
the following day for Sawtooth. 
Snow was plentiful much of the 
way since the peak was approached 
from the north side. Jonny 
Keating led the group of 14 to 
the summit by noon, and the 
party was joined on top by a 
swarm of lady bug beetles. 


Both climbs were suitable 
for newcomers, and more than 


six of the participants accompanied 


the SPS for the first time. 


SIERRA PEAKSY 


MARCH --Jerry Keating 


Announcement of the Sierra 
Peaks Section's first full-scale 
snow and ice practice was made 
this month by Chairman Chuck 
Miller of the SPS Training Com- 
mittee. Sessions will be held 
April 4th-5th, with the group 
meeting Saturday morning at 
Harwood Lodge for a possible 
backpack to the Mt. San Antonio 
Ski Hut. 


Instruction will began after 
lunch Saturday, according to 
Miller, and continue on Sunday 
with John Biewener presiding. 

Ice axe practice will be stressed 
in the joint SPS-Ski Mountaineers 
outing. 


The field practice is co- 
ordinated with a series of train- 
ing sessions already begun at 
the conclusion of SPS business 
meetings. Next in the series 
is scheduled for Tuesday evening, 
March 24th in the Silver Lake 
Playground Clubhouse. 


The first program was presented 
in February, and 40 persons 
crowded into Sierra Club head- 
quarters. A Red Cross film on 
first aid highlighted the progran, 
the last to be presented at head- 
quarters. 


Plans for a climbing guide of 
Sierra peaks south of those 


covered in the "Climbers Guide 


to the High Sierra" were disclosed 
at the meeting by John Robinson. 
Roughly, the guide would include 
all the named summits from Mt. 
Langley to Bear Mountain at the 
southern end of the range. 


Persons climbing peaks in the 
area were urged to submit reports 


of their ascents to Robinson. 


Interest in the Southern Sierra 
was prompted by two recent scout- 
ing trips into the area. Chuck 
Miller, Bud Bingham, Mary Ann Eide, 
and John Robin climbed Scodie 
Mountain (7,2901), Pilot Knob 
(6,212') and Nicholas Peak (6,073!) 
during the Washington's Birthday 
holiday. A month earlier, a 
party composed of.Frank Sanborn, 
Ted Maier and Rueben Schreiner 
climbed Scodie on a Sunday. 

* k k% * * 


LAMONT, SAWTOOTH PEAKS 
--Jerry Keating 
Lamont (7,468!) and Sawtooth 


(7,970') Peaks were the objectives 
of the first Sierra Peaks Section 


outing of the year. The peaks are ` 


on the SPS qualifying list and are 
located north of Walker Pass. 


_Twenty-three climbers, in- 
cluding a 74-year-old girl, 
ascended Lamont Saturday, March 
7th, under cloudless skies. A 
two-week warm spell had melted 
nearly all of the snow on the 
route, and leader Burl Parkinson 
set a leisurely pace. An upset 
stomach prevented one climber 
from making the top. 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


--Jerry Keating 


Continuation of a mountaineering 
course will highlight this month's 
meeting of the Sierra Peaks Sec- 
tion. The session, third in a 
series of four, is scheduled for 
Tuesday night, April 28th, in 
the Silver Lake Clubhouse. 


Fifty persons attended the 
second training session and heard 
George Harr of the Ski Mountaineers 
and Rock Climbing Section demon- 
strate ice and snow techniques. 
The instruction provided the 
background for an SPS field practice 
held April hth-5th in the Mt. San 
Antonio area. 


Section members attending the 
meeting approved revised safety 
standards for third and fourth- 
class climbs. The standards will 
be in effect June 6th-7th when the 
SPS tackles Mt. Humphreys (13,986!) 
and September 5th-7th when North 
Palisade (14,242') is the objective. 


Other trips scheduled for the 
coming summer include Mt. Winchell 
and Palisade Glacier, Mt. Keith, 
Mts. Williamson-Trojan-Barnard 
Mt. Whitney via Mountaineer's Route, 
Bear Paw Meadow, Koip Peak-Mt. 
Gibbs, Shadow-Ediza Lakes and 
Minarets circle, Mt. Bago, Mt. 
Eisen and Mt. Corcoran. All but 
five of the summer weekends are 
covered. 


The first climb of an emblem 
peak this year is scheduled for 
May 2nd-3rd. Bill Sanders, SPS 
Chairman, will lead the ascent of 
Olancha Peak, a 12,135-foot monarch 
in the southern Sierra. Fifty 
climbers out of 61 scaled the peak 
when it was scheduled in May of 
1957, and a comparable number is 
expected this year. 


C k k k + ' 
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 
--Jerry Keating 


A heavily forested area of the 
southern Sierra provided the set- 
ting for the first backpack of 
the year scheduled by the Sierra 
Peak Section. Chuck Miller, with 
the help of Frank Sanborn, led the 
trip to Lookout Mountain, a 9,826- 
foot peak north of Kernville, on 
April hth-5th. 


Twenty-one climbers assembled. 
Saturday morning and backpacked + ب‎ 
along North Meadow Creek to Corral 
Meadows. Although snow covered 
most of the area, enough dry spots 
were found to make camp comfortably. 
The temperature dipped to 22 degrees 
during the night. 


All but one of the participants 
climbed Lookout in snow Sunday 
morning, and 12 bagged Sherman 
Peak (9,974') on the way out. 
Sherman is on the SPS qualifying 
list, and Beatrice Wheelock com- 
pleted her requirements by climbing 
1t. 


Steak dinners at Kernville 
climaxed the weekend. 


SOUTHERN S/ERRAN 
APRIL 165 


DESERT PEAKS 74 


BIG 5 (3,350!) MARCH 15TH 
--Trudie Hunt 


Pinch hitting for Ralph Merten, 
who was bogged down by snow and 
business in Cleveland, Peter Hunt 
led a small group of desert peakers 
up the low but rugged summit of 
Big Marias just north of Blythe. 
Hot weather discouraged attendance, 
but wind rather than heat was our 
problem as we struggled against 


.a strong head wind and fought to 


keep our balance which was precari- 
ous enough as we contoured the 
long ridge southward to the peak, 


The Big Marias afford a fine 
view of the Colorado River, the 
massive Kofa mountains to the 
southeast in Arizona, and exten- 
sive desert areas in all directions. 


» HUNDRED PEAKS 


--Walt Wheelock 


The bright spring days seem 
to stimulate the growth of many 
things. Our section is no ex- 
ception to this. Almost in the 
same mail came letters from John 
Robinson and the husband-wife 
team of Harry and Siina Melts 
that they had achieved their 
goal of pop summits. There are 
rumors that Andy Smatko is 
violating the Fair Labor Act, 
putting in excessive hours on 
his final spurt and should hit 
it on almost any weekend now. 
If our fellow members needed 
anything to spur them on, the 
exceptionally beautiful slides 
that Trudie Hunt showed at 
the Firday evening meeting 
should do it. 
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SIERRA PEAKS 7Z 


--Jerry Keating 


General mountaineering tech- 
niques will occupy the attention 
of Sierra Peakers attending the 
business meeting scheduled Tuesday 
night, May 26th, at the Silver Lake 
Clubhouse. ; 


The topic will round out a four- 
part instruction series started at 
the Febrvary meeting, according to 
Chairman Chuck Miller of the SPS 
Training Committee. 


Forty persons were on hand 
Tuesday night, April 28th, for 
a session on mountain rescue. 
John Biewener, who presided at the 
section's ice and snow practice 
earlier in the month, told the 
group how to keep out of trouble 
and then went on to describe 
rescue techniques. The veteran 
climber also demonstrated methods 
of getting out of a crevass. 


John Robinson confirmed the 
scheduled trip he is leading May 


23rd-24th to Lone Pine Peak, which 
rises to 12,951 feet near the town 
of Lone Pine. Tom Amneus, Angeles 
Chapter chairman, also verified 

an assault of 14,042 foot Mt. 
Langley on May 2Óth-31st. Langley 
will be the first of four 14,000- 
footers attenpted by the SPS this 
year. Mts. Williamson (14,384') 
and Whitney (14,495') and North 
Palisade (14,242') are the others. 


SPS Secretary Mary Ann Eide 
reported the membership had 


climbed to 142. Newest members 9 


include Bill and Betty Crookston 
of South Gate, Robert Lovett of 
South Pasadena, and Dr. David A. 
Cubberley, Schedule Committee 
Chairman for the Riverside Chapter. 


* k * k * 


CRAG PEAK 
--Frank Sanborn 


Twenty-three Sierrans and 
guests shouldered knapsacks on 
the bright, cold, windy morning 
of Saturday, April 25th, and 
followed Frank Sanborn over 
8,500 foot Haiwee Pass into a 
pine-studded, rolling area of 
the Southern Sierra. 


With Roger Gaefcke assisting 
from the rear, the group en- 
countered snow and rain showers 
after crossing the pass. Warm 
sunshine briefly restored damp 
spirits in the afternoon, but 
everyone had to erect shelters 
against cold rain and sleet as 
night arrived. 


From the camp beside the South 
Fork of the Kern River, 20 climbers 
and a boxer dog from the Sam 
Lewis Pack Station crossed the 
river on rocks Sunday morning 
then hiked six miles to Crag Beak 
(9,555'), a Sierra Peaks Section 
qualifier. True to its name, the 
mountain provided some high third- 
class climbing on its upper ridges. 


Seventeen climbers scrambled 
to the summit in heavy snow showers. 


But the third-class was too much 
for the dog. 


The party retreated rapidly 
to camp and then to the cars, 
completing 19 miles of hiking in 
one day. Consensus of opinion 
among the group was that the peak 
could be reached easier from the 
Kennedy Meadows roadhead. It is 
only eight miles from the summit. 
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OLANCHA PEAK 
--Jerry Keating 


Snow showers and sub-freezing 
temperatures confronted Sierra 
Peakers for the second time in 
two week-ends May 2nd-3rd as they 
scaled Olancha Peak, a 12,135 foot 
emblem peak in the Southern Sierra. 


Forty-three persons, including 
four women, backpacked up the 
Olancha Pass trail Saturday morn- 
ing and then traveled cross- 
country to a campsite in a 
forested area at 9,700 feet. The 
camp was situated near the only 
running water along the entire 
route. 


4 thermometer check at 2 PM 
showed freezing weather. The 
mercury dropped into the teens 
during the night and stood at 20 
degrees Sunday as the party headed 
for the summit under the leader- 
ship of Bill Sanders and Frede 
Jensen. 


Only vatches of snow remained 
on the west slope of the peak, 
forcing the climbers to scramble 
over talus and large boulders. The 
four women were among the 38 
climbers who signed the summit 
register and took note of a one- 
inch snowfall during their brief 
stay there. Similar conditions 
prevailed on Crag Peak the previous 
weekend. 


Bud Bingham and Don Clarke 
reached the summit earlier in the 
morning after approaching the peak 
from the east side. They camped 
in a saddle at nearly 11,000 feet. 


The entire party was back to 
the warmtF of the cars at about 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


--Jerry Keating 


Continuation of a mountaineering 
course will highlight this month's 
meeting of the Sierra Peaks Sec- 
tion. The session, third in a 
series of four, is scheduled for 
Tuesday night, April 28th, in 
the Silver Lake Clubhouse. 


Fifty persons attended the 
second training session and heard 
George Harr of the Ski Mountaineers 
and Rock Climbing Section demon- 
strate ice and snow techniques. 
The instruction provided the 
background for an SPS field practice 
held April hth-5th in the Mt. San 
Antonio area. 


Section members attending the 
meeting approved revised safety 
standards for third and fourth- 
class climbs. The standards will 
be in effect June 6th-7th when the 
SPS tackles Mt. Humphreys (13,986!) 
and September 5th-7th when North 
Palisade (14,242') is the objective. 


Other trips scheduled for the 
coming summer include Mt. Winchell 
and Palisade Glacier, Mt. Keith, 
Mts. Williamson-Trojan-Barnard 
Mt. Whitney via Mountaineer's Route, 
Bear Paw Meadow, Koip Peak-Mt. 
Gibbs, Shadow-Ediza Lakes and 
Minarets circle, Mt. Bago, Mt. 
Eisen and Mt. Corcoran. All but 
five of the summer weekends are 
covered. 


The first climb of an emblem 
peak this year is scheduled for 
May 2nd-3rd. Bill Sanders, SPS 
Chairman, will lead the ascent of 
Olancha Peak, a 12,135-foot monarch 
in the southern Sierra. Fifty 
climbers out of 61 scaled the peak 
when it was scheduled in May of 
1957, and a comparable number is 
expected this year. 


KE ot KF‏ علا 
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN‏ 
--Jerry Keating‏ 


A heavily forested area of the 
southern Sierra provided the set- 
ting for the first backpack of 
the year scheduled by the Sierra 
Peak Section. Chuck Miller, with 
the help of Frank Sanborn, led the 
trip to Lookout Mountain, a 9,826- 
foot peak north of Kernville, on 
April hth-5th. 


Twenty-one climbers assembled. 
Saturday morning and backpacked j . 
along North Meadow Creek to Corral 
Meadows. Although snow covered 
most of the area, enough dry spots 
were found to make camp comfortably. 
The temperature dipped to 22 degrees 
during the night. 


All but one of the participants 
climbed Lookout in snow Sunday 
morning, and 12 bagged Sherman 
Peak (9,97%') on the way out. 
Sherman is on the SPS qualifying 
list, and Beatrice Wheelock com- 
pleted her requirements by climbing 
it. 


Steak dinners at Kernville 
climaxed the weekend. 
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BIG MARIAS (3,350') MARCH 15TH 
--Trudie Hunt 


Pinch hitting for Ralph Merten, 
who was bogged down by snow and 
business in Cleveland, Peter Hunt 
led a small group of desert peakers 
up the low but rugged summit of 
Big Marias just north of Blythe. 
Hot weather discouraged attendance, 
but wind rather than heat was our 
problem as we struggled against 
a strong head wind and fought to 
keep our balance which was precari- 
ous enough as we contoured the 
long ridge southward to the peak. 


The Big Marias afford a fine 
view of the Colorado River, the 
massive Kofa mountains to the 
southeast in Arizona, and exten- 
sive desert areas in all directions 


HUNDRED PEAKS 


--Walt Wheelock 


The bright spring days seem 
to stimulate the growth of many 
things. Our section is no ex- 
ception to this. Almost in the 
same mail came letters from John 
Robinson and the husband-wife 
team of Harry and Siina Melts 
that they had achieved their 
goal of pop summits. There are 
rumors that Andy Smatko is 
violating the Fair Labor Act, 
putting in excessive hours on 
his final spurt and should hit 
it on almost any weekend now. 
If our fellow members needed 
anything to spur them on, the 
exceptionally beautiful slides 
that Trudie Hunt showed at 
the Firday evening meeting 
should do it. 
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SIERRA PEAKS / 


--Jerry Keating 


General mountaineering tech- 
niques will occupy the attention 
of Sierra Peakers attending the 
business meeting scheduled Tuesday 
night, May 26th, at the Silver Lake 
Clubhouse. e 


The topic will round out a four- 
part instruction series started at 
the Febrvary meeting, according to 
Chairman Chuck Miller of the SPS 
Training Committee. 


Forty persons were on hand 
Tuesday night, April 28th, for 
a session on mountain rescue, 
John Biewener, who presided at the 
section's ice and snow practice 
earlier in the month, told the 
group how to keep out of trouble 
and then went on to describe 
rescue techniques. The veteran 
climber also demonstrated methods 
of getting out of a crevass. 


ohn Rob confirmed the 
scheduled trip he is leading May 
23rd-24th to Lone Pine Peak, which 
rises to 12,951 feet near the town 
of Lone Pine. Tom Amneus, Angeles 
Chapter chairman, also verified 
an assault of 14,042 foot Mt. 
Langley on May 2Óth-31st. Langley 
will be the first of four 14,000- 
footers attempted by the SPS this 
year. Mts. Williamson (14,384') 
and Whitney (14,495') and North 
Palisade (15,252!) are the others. 


SPS Secretary Mary Ann Eide 
reported the membership had 
climbed to 142, Newest members  .- 
include Bill and Betty Crookston 
of South Gate, Robert Lovett of 
South Pasadena, and Dr. David A. 
Cubberley, Schedule Committee 
Chairman for the Riverside Chapter, 


* k k ok * 
CRAG PEAK 


--Frank Sanborn 


Twenty-three Sierrans and 
guests shouldered knapsacks on 
the bright, cold, windy morning 
of Saturday, April 25th, and 
followed Frank Sanborn over 
8,500 foot Haiwee Pass into a 
pine-studded, rolling area of 
the Southern Sierra. 


With Roger Gaefcke assisting 
from the rear, the group en- 
countered snow and rain showers 
after crossing the pass. Warm 
sunshine briefly restored damp 
spirits in the afternoon, but 
everyone had to erect shelters 
against cold rain and sleet as 
night arrived. 


From the camp beside the South 
Fork of the Kern River, 20 climbers 
and a boxer dog from the Sam 
Lewis Pack Station crossed the 
river on rocks Sunday morning 
then hiked six miles to Crag Peak 
(9,555'), a Sierra Peaks Section 
qualifier. True to its name, the 
mountain provided some high third- 
class climbing on its upper ridges. 


Seventeen climbers scrambled 
to the summit in heavy snow showers. 
But the third-class was too much 
for the dog. 








The party retreated rapidly 
to camp and then to the cars, 
completing 19 miles of hiking in 
one day. Consensus of opinion a 
among the group was that the peak i 
could be reached easier from the X 
Kennedy Meadows roadhead. It is 
only eight miles from the summit. 
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OLANCHA PEAK 
--Jerry Keating 


Snow showers and sub-freezing 
temperatures confronted Sierra 
Peakers for the second time in 
two week-ends May 2nd-3rd as they 
scaled Olancha Peak, a 12,135 foot 
emblem peak in the Southern Sierra. 


Forty-three persons, including 
four women, backpacked up the 
Olancha Pass trail Saturday morn- 
ing and then traveled cross- 
country to a campsite in a 
forested area at 9,700 feet. The 
camp was situated near the only 
running water along the entire 
route. 


4 thermometer check at 2 PM 
showed freezing weather. The 
mercury dropped into the teens 
during the nisht and stood at 20 
degrees Sunday as the party headed 
for the summit under the leader- 
ship of Bill Sanders and Frede 
Jensen. 


Only vatches of snow remained 
on the west slope of the peak, 
forcing the climbers to scramble 
over talus and large boulders. 
four women were among the 38 
climbers who signed the summit 
register and took note of a one- 
inch snowfall during their brief ^ 
stay there. Similar conditions 
prevailed on Crag Peak the previous 
weekend. 


Bud Bingham and Don Clarke 
reached the summit earlier in the 
morning after approaching the peak 
from the east side. They camped 
in a saddle at nearly 11,000 feet. 


Ihe entire party was back to 
the warmth of the cars at about 
3 PM. 


The e 
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— BURL PARKINSON 


DAT VIME? 
Rescuers Race Freezing 
Mercury to Find Pair , 


ES 
BISHOP, May 6 —  AjDr. South Pasadena. 
ground party of experienced} They left here last Friday 
mountaineers scaled a 13,-| night and planned on scaling 
000-ft. mountain north of} Boundary Peak the next day. 
here late today in a desper-| Later, they planned to tra- 
ate race against freezing) verse a shale ridge across to 
temperatures to rescue two| Montgomery Peak (155509 
men lost since Sunday in the| ft.) in California. -l 
White Mountains on the) A snow storm which 
California-Nevada line. | 


` An air-and-ground search, cleared today but tempera? 


launched at daybreak today, 
found. no. trace of the: miss-|"Ures at the upper elevations 





lashed the area Sunday” 


€ FRANCIS FOLEY. ACCIDENT. — 


May 1459 
Copter to Fly. 
Bodies of Iwo 
om Peak ia ee 


By a Times Correspondent early tomorrow morning. 


BISHOP, May 7 — Rescu- The E er OUR TS: 

s XUBR _ composed of a party of ma- 
abd N rines from the cold weath- 
000-ft. level on Boundary 


er training station near 
Peak in the White Moun- Bridgeport and men from 
tains tonight with the bodies the Mono County sheriff's 
of two Los Angeles mountain Office. MENU ELE Ll 


climbers found frozen to L-4. TIMES 


tington Drive, South Pasa- 
dena, were found in a crev- 
ice near the top of the 13,- 
145 ft. peak, highest moun- 
tain in Nevada. 
Waiting for Copter 
A helicopter from the Ed- 


ing men other than their|Were still below the freezing, 


abandoned truck, spotted at|mark, rescuers said. 
the base of 13,145-ft. Bound- 
ary Peak, highest mountain 
in Nevada. 


Skies Clear 
The missing men, bothimen. The 10 
and experienced mountain térrain are all 
51, of 3020 Mayfield Ave., La 


Crescenta, and Burl Parkin- 
son, 65, of 1710 Huntington 


Frozen Bodies of Two 
Peak Climbers Found 


BRIDGEPORT, May. 


A Civil Air Patrol plane, 
making a late sweep before 
sundown today, reported sees 
ling no. sign of the missing 


| men making 
members of the Sierra Club, their way into the rug 


members of 
climbers, are Francis Foley; the Sierra Club. yi 0 


= death early today less than 
100 feet from the summit of 
ihe mountain. : 
"The bodies of Francis 
Foley, 52, of 3020 Mayfield 
Ave., La Crescenta, and Bur! 
d Parkinson, 65, of 1710 Hun- 
o 


Brought Down from Nevada Pea 


The bodies of two southern Cali- 
.fornia hikers were finally brought 
down from the top of Boundary 
peak in Nevada over the weekend 


"hours. to reach the scene, after more than four days of in- 


(Thursday) U)—'Two moun-ithen lower the bodies to atSnsive and hazardous work on 


tain climbers fell to : their 
deaths at pe feet on 
Boundary Peak, a rescue 3 
party PARR here early to-|and take them out. 
day. E. 
| Frank. Sanborn, leading 
the rescuers, said the bodies 
were located near the B&B Sier 
Quicksilver Mine, about 80 
miles east of Bridgeport. 
The bodies were identifie 
as those of Burl Parkinson, 
65, South Pasadena, and 
Francis Foley, 53, Glendale. 
They had been missing since 
last Friday. | 


bench cut in the mountain, 
where a helicopter can landçtate, 


the part of numerous organizations 
and individuals throughout the 


Mono county authorities were 


The abandoned truck ofhigh in their praise this week for 
the two men was found atall of those who participated in the 
the base of Boundary Peak, ™ 
on the Nevada side of theor 


ission. 

The two men, Burl Parkinson 
Pasadena, and Francis Foley of 
Glendale, had parked their truck 


Parkinson and Foley wereat the head of Trail Canyon and 
d said to be experienced climb-Wwere to have hiked up Boundary 
ers. They told friends theyPeak and then over to Montgomery 


peak before returning Saturday, 


expected to climb the peakMay 2. 

and return to their starting’ It was later found that the two 

point, Bishop, last Sunday. met their, death following a 200 
When they failed to showft. fall down a 70 degree slope 


dies of Two Hikers Finally — 


REGISTER 


BN c 






ly set up at the B and B mine 2 
few miles from Boundary Peak. 
About 6 o'clock Friday mornin 
Undersheriff Jack Gardner and 
eight marines headed by Col 
Averil started their climb and 
arrived at the peak about 12:30 
noon. They finally brought th 
bodies a different route down Mid- 
die canyon but were unable to 
bring them any lower than the 
timberline (10,500 to 11,000 ls und 
rough was the terrian. ^  — — - 
They arrived back in camp 
about 7 o'clock that night. 
Next morning arrangements 
were made for pack stock through 
Max Swanger and the climb again 
was made up Trail Canyon. They 
| finally returned about 7 p.m. with 
the bodies of the men. = . 
Undersheriff Gardner and Col. 
Averill both stated that the entire 

| operation was the most hazardous 
| they had ever experienced, 1 
Marines in the party, all moun- 


ATEI AE. 


م 
5 
do‏ 

Aco SBN 


A up a search was started byírom a knife edge ridge’ between | tain climbing instructors from the 


Undersheriff Jack Gardner 
said the men apparently lost 
their. footing and fell into a 
crevice, then froze to death. 

The bodies were partially 
covered by two feet of fresh 
snow. | | 

. To Use Helicopter | 

"We cannot: return the 
bodies. to. Bridgeport before 
Friday, said Gardner. 
"Boundary Peak is in the, 
White Mountain Range.. It 
is extremely rugged country 
and it will take trained. 


mountain climbers 10 to 12! 


Air Patrol. 
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ground parties and the Civile EUEY and Montgomery peak. 


was also believed that the 
—storm had overtaken them and 
they had lost their footing. They 
apparently had fallen together al- 
though they were not roped. 

A party of men led by Frank 
Sanborn of Glendale first discover- 
ed the bodies late Wednesday 
afternoon when the men failed to 
return to their homes. Sanborn 
was accompanied by Harold Bing- 
ham and Don Clark of Pasadena. 
` In the meantime the Mono Coun- 


ty sheriff's office, N. Edward Den- | 
ton, Mono county coroner, and also | h 









| Cold Weather Training Center at 
Bridgeport, included Lt. Reilly, Lt. 
Tatum, M/Sgt. Carl Arue, T/Sgt. 
K. Consijio, Sgt. Neal, Sgt. Weck- 
er, and Corp. Shelton, beside Col. 
Averill, commanding officer of the 
training center. ا‎ E 

Undersheriff Gardner v a 
sisted by Deputy Bud Gidne S 


Edward Denton, expressed hi 
thanks to all those who participat- 
ed in the mission and to Phil Gar 
ner for the use of the B and 
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John Robinson 


From: Keating, Jerry <jkeat ing@Exchange . FULLERTON. EDU> 
: i .net» l T 
e ee ee COM> ; <jwesleyrob@adelphia.net>, <alohajones@ear th] ink ne 
6 ' : À 
Sent: Sunday, March 30, 2003 9:28 PM 


Subject: Parkinson Peak 


, d Inyo Register articles 

Charlie, thanks to John Robinson, I now. - paesi ke Mit cig ohn provided a 

about the deaths of Bur! ae s sols titled "Disaster on Boundary Peak." It was written by Walt 

long article nd à pe eat detail about the search and problems with the body recovery. John did 

bad d fiele ut it must have appeared some time in late 1959. Do you of Bob 

| want copies of any of this material for the archives? 

_ Second, you asked about a photo of Burl. I am having a print made of a color slide I took of Burl 

^. on Mt. Brewer on Aug. 31, 1958. The print is for Burl's granddaughter, but I'll gladly have an extra 
printed for you if you want. 

Third, Walt Wheelock's article is quite elaborate, but it doesn't mention two things that became 
well known months after the recovery was complete: (1) Burl and Francis signed in on both 
Boundary and Montgomery and (2) Burl's camera was recovered, and the summit shot (presumably 
on Montgomery) revealed very bad weather. I don't know who took custody of the camera and film, 
but it may well have been given to the Burl's daughter. 

Fourth, and this is just a matter for you if ever there's a need to delve more deeply into this 
matter, Dr. Andrew Smatko spoke directly to the coroner about what caused the climbers' deaths. 
From personnel at the nearby mine, we all knew there was lightning activity during the storm, but the 
coroner found no evidence of bums on the bodies. The deaths were caused by injuries suffered while 


IN down the mountain. Why they fell together when not roped together remains a mystery. 
erry 
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John Robinson 


——————MMQA __ —————————————————————— 


From: Keating, Jerry <jkeating@Exchange.FULLERTON.EDU> 


To: <bobcates@ix.netcom.com> 
Cc: <jwesleyrob@adelphia.net>; <alohajones@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Saturday, March 29, 2003 8:28 PM 


Subject: Burl Parkinson Peak 


Bob, John Robinson and I are trying to help Burl Parkinson's granddaughter (who was born after 
Burl's death) become aware of what led up to the naming of a desert peak for him. 

I had a long phone conversation with her Friday night and provided my recollections about Burl 
and Francis Foley's deaths on Boundary Peak on May 2, 1959, and the subsequent official naming of 
Burl Parkinson Peak. Meanwhile, John has located articles from Summit Magazine, the LA Times 
and the Inyo Register that tell about the search and body recovery on Boundary. 

What's missing is information that should have appeared in what then was called the DPS 
Newsletter. I have all issues of the newsletter since February 1961, and the September 1961 issue 
carried this one-sentence item: "The U.S. Board of Geographic Names has accepted the name of Burl 
Parkinson Peak for the mountain in the Argus Range named after the late DPSer Burl Parkinson." 

If you have copies of the newsletter dated between May 1959 and the end of 1960, there should 
have been an article telling about the DPS' effort to get the peak named and why this particular peak 
was chosen. I think the peak was chosen because Burl had planned to lead it, but that never occurred 
because of his death. I have no documentation for this, but perhaps this explanation appeared in the 
newsletter. 

For the record, I climbed Maturango and what was to become Parkinson Peak on November 29, 
1959--less than seven months after Burl's death. The Angeles Chapter Schedule doesn't list such a 
trip, so I assume my climb was done privately with Tom Amneus and others. There may be some 
record of this climb in the DPS Newsletter, and that account also would give insight into the process 
to get the peak named for Burl. 

Burl's granddaughter lives in Capitola, Calif., and is not a climber, but she impressed me as a 
caring individual who is trying to discover more about her family than existing records reveal. 

Jerry Keating 


3/31/03 


Burl Parkinson Peak, Argus Range, Mazourka Peak, Inyo Mountains, California | 3/30/03 5:05 PM 


Burl Parkinson Pki is benedi in the Aus Rangi Noni of ci town 7 Trona i in California. 
Mazourka Pk is located in the Inyo Mtns, northeast of the town of Independence, California. This 
story 0 in the July August 1998 edition of the Desert Sage newsletter. ` n 


Burl Parkinson Pk (8724’) and Mazourka Pk (94417). 
by Erik Siering 
. June 20-21, 1998 


It was late Wines in the whom Range, and we were Doshi i thé deep ridge new 
Really, it was just a heat-induced fantasy: But messy Sierra snow conditions had induced Bob 
Sumner and I to these alternative desert dayhikes in June. Fast and eatly starts got us off the climb 
each day by noon to beat the pressing heat. These are great, seldom trod routes. 


Our Panamint Valley approach to Parkinson Pk was from near the Maturango Pk trailhead i in 
Bendire Cyn. Beyond the prone wilderness boundary stake lay a mile of sound road, which 
evidenced no recent vehicles. The negotiable gravel wash sections past this have deteriorated in the 
absence of DPS traffic. An alluvial fan obliterates the 4wd track in one place, and a three-foot 
boulder ultimately blocks the road 0.5 mile prior to its end at the dry waterfall. 


We started up for the peak one mile before the Maturango trail, where the road makes a sharp turn 
to the north. Our brief foray in a side canyon was cut short by an insurmountable 40 ft sheer 
waterfall. We backed off, and scaled 2000 ft directly up the disagreeably steep and loose adjacent 
slope to gain Parkinson’s eastern ridge. A faint mining path atop the ridge extended to the 
subsequent saddle, and with it were numerous adits, cairns and artifacts. And lots of signs of burro 
activity. We pursued a fairly open route through the pinyons, with a full view of Bendire Cyn 
below. At 8400 ft we intersected an old China Lake NWC jeep track, which we followed briefly 
right before heading to the small saddle south of the rocky top. Class 2 boulders led to the fine 
summit, easily the nicest of the cluster of peaks that include Maturango and French Madam Pks to 
the north. | 


Parkinson Pk was named for Burl Parkinson, a Sierra Club leader that perished with Francis Foley 
in a sudden spring storm in 1959 on the Boundary-Montgomery ridge. He'd explored this peak 
and had planned to subsequently lead a DPS trip to its summit. The sparse register indicated 
infrequent intentional ascents in lieu of Maturango Pk, mostly by familiar DPS folks and botanical 
survey personnel from NWC. 


On our descent we were treated to a herd of feral burros at close range. Their pinyon-shaded siesta 
had been interrupted and they were puzzled by our abrupt appearance. There were several each of 
black, brown, and white hue, safeguarding an adorable small colt (burrito?). The burros graze and 
water in the canyon at night and retire to cooler elevations in the midday heat. We continued down 
the ridge to the Maturango trailhead, then returned to our takeoff point by the road. This is the 
optimal route. Stats rt: 9 miles, 4600 ft gain, your mileage will vary with your starting point. 


Mazourka Pk, identified as Barber Pk on AAA maps, is a dirt road driveup. Radio installations 
prompted an extension from Badger Flat, which is accessible from Owens Valley by the 
Mazourka Cyn Rd. So naturally, Bob and I instead climbed the peak from the Valley floor to the 
west. 


The Black Springs Rd turnoff from Hwy 395 leads west to crossings of the Angeles Aqueduct and 
Owens River, and the excellent dirt road to the Jack Black Mine at the base of the Inyos. We 
camped at a mine and spring at 4400 ft. This is in the canyon that leads NE to the summit. In the 
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morning, we hiked the track 0.25 mile further to its end, and then dropped into the sandy wash 
heading north, turning east at the second and most prominent wash junction two miles hence. We 
stayed in this drainage until shortly before it meets a side gully at 6400 ft. Here we decided that the 
rugged rib to the north was more appealing than the scrub brush. 600 ft of scrambling put us.atop 
this main western ridge. Negotiating the large boulders, fortunately shaded in the morning, slowed 
our arrival at the summit plateau until 9:00, Three bumps with microwave repeaters are present - 
the high point is the southeast. Only the shards of a register jar were apparent. 


We savored the cool breeze and a panorama of the Owens Valley and the snowbound Sierra. 
Locals have reported that this summit affords good views of the 4th of July fireworks display by 
the town of Independence. We descended.a southern ridge and gully variation, which dropped us 
precipitously through scree.and sand to our trucks in a whirlwind 90 minutes. A fun loop route. : 
that is clearly visible from Hwy 395. Stats rt: 10 miles, 5000 ft gain. 2 MEC 


) 


© 1998-2002 Erik Siering 
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Disaster on 


Boundary Peak 


By Walt Wheelock 


Less than a month ago, we were discussing the climbing 
of the Desert Peaks of the Argus-Inyo Ranges in California 
with Burl Parkinson. Today they are burying his body. Yes- 
terday, services were held for his companion, Francis 
Foley. Two very strong mature climbers, in excellent con- 
dition, men of great courage and greater determination, they 
had planned a fast one-day climb up the dual summits of 
Boundary Peak (13,145 feet), the highest summit in Nevada, 
and Montgomery Peak (13,465 feet), just across the line in 
California. The customary route is either up the easterly or 
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northerly ridges of Boundary Peak, then across a two-mile 
ridge to Montgomery. It is necessary to return across this 
ridge, reclimb Boundary Peak, then drop to the roadhead, 
some 4,500 feet below. Montgomery was the final peak that 
Burl needed to qualify for his Desert Peak emblem from the 
Sierra Club. Leaving late Friday night on May first, they 
were to return Sunday evening. 

Monday night, 8:00 P.M., Foley's father phoned Frank 
Sanborn, founder of the hot-shot Sierra Peaks Section of the 
Sierra Club, that the two had failed to return. Since Foley 
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lived in Glendale, Sanborn contacted Lieutenant Wheelock, 
of the Glendale Police Department. As this peak and its 
approaches lie in Nevada, it was decided that a phone call 
to the sheriff in that area would be the proper procedure. 

Monday, 10:00 P.M., a call was made to the ‘‘dispatcher”’ 
at the sheriff’s office at Tonapah, Nevada. He promised 
that a search would be instigated at daybreak. They would 
attempt to locate Parkinson's car at the head of Trail Can- 
yon, and hoped to have an airplane searching the area as 
soon as the weather cleared. They promised a collect phone 
call would be placed to Glendale as soon as any informa- 
tion was obtained. We were further informed that the worst 
snow storm of the season had broken over these mountains 
on Saturday afternoon, and was continuing at the present 
time. |t was doubtful if aerial visibility would allow the 
use of search planes, or whether men on horseback could 
reach the scene. 

Tuesday, 8:00 P.M. Since no word had been received, a 
second call was placed to Tonapah. It was then found that 
while Tonapah appeared to be the county seat of Esmeralda 
County, due to some gerrymandering, it was in Nye County, 
some sixty miles from the peak itself. A hurried contact 
with Sheriff Berra of Nye County revealed that he had re- 
ferred the matter to Sheriff Kitchen of Esmeralda County 
and he had assumed that Sheriff Kitchen had taken care of 
the matter. 

A call to Sheriff Kitchen brought the reply that he had 
neither money nor manpower to make this search (Esmer- 
alda County has a population of but 1,500 and its county 
seat, Goldfield, is almost a ghost town). He refused to 
accept any responsibility. 

Hurried calls rounded up seven Sierra Clubbers who, 
under Frank Sanborn, started the long 400-mile drive to 
Fish Lake Valley at 12:10 A.M., Wednesday morning. 


Lt. Wheelock placed a phone call to Ray Van Aken, at the 
Navy Ordinance Training Station at China Lake, some 150 


* miles north of Los Angeles, bringing an immediate offer of 


Ray's private plane and the further offer of the services of 
the NOTS rescue squad from China Lake. This squad, under 
the leadership of Dr. Carl Heller, is composed oi very 
strong climbers. They took off even before the arrival of 
the group from the Los Angeles area. 

Sheriff Culbertson of Inyo County, located a number of 


miles from the scene, offered what help he could and alert- 
ed the Civil Air Patrol, under Captain Muth. 

Wednesday noon. The two groups met at the roadhead in 
Trail Canyon, located at the end of a mining road at an 
8500-foot elevation. Parkinson's car camper was found 
here, and the groups fanned out, searching the northerly 
and easterly snow-covered ridges of Boundary Peak. No 
trace was found and the China Lake group prepared to 
bivouac at the 12;000-foot level on the easterly ridge. 

As night approached, Sanborn decided to call off his men 
until the following day. However, Bud Bingham and Jon 
Shinno, 17-year-old Japanese-American youth, begged to be 
allowed to make a dash for the summit of Boundary Peak. 
Slugging through the new snow, they reached the summit at 
9:45 P.M. A check of the register showed that Parkinson 
and Foley had reached the summit of Boundary Peak at 
3:45 P.M., Saturday. They stated that they were then leav- 
ing for Montgomery Peak. No further entry had been made. 


A two-mile broken ridge leads across the California- 
Nevada line to Montgomery Peak. This round-trip is a long 
three-hour exercise in good conditions. During the snow- 
storm that was then raging, the time might be in consider- 
able excess of this. The two rescuers decided to drop the 
search, when Shinno spotted a corner of Parkinson’s blue 
parka showing through the snow, some two hundred feet 
down a steep icy couloir. Working their way carefully to the 
spot, it was instantly apparent that both had met their 
death from the fall and exposure. 

A rapid descent along the easterly ridge brought them to 
the China Lake bivouac where Dr. Heller was informed of 
the results. 

The bivouac was abandoned and the two groups returned 
to the roadhead, whereupon Heller’s group returned to 
China Lake. 

The B & B Quicksilver Mine is located near the end of 
the Trail Canyon road. Here, the owner, Phil Gardner, was 
told of the standing of the case. The mine is equipped with 
a radiophone and Gardner radioed his son, Jack, Under- 
sheriff of Mono County, the county immediately west in 
California. | 

In a short time Undersheriff Jack Gardner radioed back 
that he had contacted the Marine Cold Weather Training 
Station, located near Sonora Pass. A squad of trained 
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Marines would be dispatched to remove the bodies, but 
could not be expected before Friday. 

In the meantime, 23 Sierra Clubbers had arrived from Los 
Angeles hoping to be able to help effect a rescue. Sanborn, 
Bingham and Don Clarke remained on the scene to act as 
guides for the Marines; all others returned to Los Angeles. 

Thursday passed and on Friday seven Marine specialists 
under the personal supervision of Lt. Col. Gerald W. Aver- 
ill, Commander of the Cold Weather Training Station, ar- 
rived at the scene. They were accompanied by Undersheriff 
Gardner and Coroner Ed Benton of Mono County. 

Led by Sanborn, they scaled the peak, carrying Stokes 
litters in which they hoped to remove the bodies. The 
Steepness of the mountain slopes rendered this impossible. 
The bodies were lowered three thousand feet on ropes to a 
snow-covered meadow in Middle Canyon, southeasterly of 
the summit. Here they were secured for the night. 

The rescuers left the scene, and the bodies were removed 
on horseback by a group of Fish Creek Valley ranchers 
under Sheriff Gardner's supervision on Saturday. 

Both of these men were comparatively new climbers with 
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Looking across the 

ridge leading to Montgomery 
Peak (13,465 feet) where two 
climbers fell to their death. This 
is the bighest desert range 

in the United States. 


Photo by Mary DeDecker 


the Sierra Club. Burl Parkinson of South Pasadena was an 
avid climber. Beginning his climbing with the Sierra Peaks 
Section a year ago, he had rapidly improved his technique. 
He was a man of great determination and always refused to 
turn back from a climb he had started. This trait, admirable 
in many cases, proved fatal in this case. He had made many 
friends in the Club, had assumed several very important 
posts and should have had many years of climbing ahead of 
him at his age of 54 years. 

Francis Foley, likewise 54 years, an entomologist em- 
ployed by the U.S. Forestry Service, had also started climb- 
ing enthusiastically during the past year. 

We may ask, what caused this tragedy, what could have 
been done to hasten bringing assistance to the scene? What 


may we do to forestall other such accidents? What steps - 


should be taken to summon aid? 

Three personal factors undoubtedly contributed to this 
disaster, all stemming from lack of experience. They are: 

]. Poor knowledge of weather conditions. So often we 


say, ‘‘weather is different nowdays." This spring,the Los 


ae 


Angeles area had gone sixty days with no rain. The Snow 


packs in the mountains were very low; every indication was - 


that winter was over. But during four of the past five 
seasons, snow storms have hit these mountain regions on 
the opening day of fishing season, around May first. Many 
have been severe storms. The weather gods, apparently not 
realizing that we thought the winter was over, chose this 
day to hurl the season's worst storm at the White Moun- 
tains. 

2. Lack of experience. Enthusiasm and ‘‘crash”’ climbing 
programs can result in fast training. In a comparatively 
short time, a climber may be sure that he knows all there is 
to learn about mountaineering. He may become an expert on 
many phases of climbing, but only those in which he has 
participated. Parkinson and Foley attempted to contour 
below the summit of Boundary, presumably on their return 
from Montgomery Peak. By so doing, they would have es- 
caped climbing the final one hundred feet to the exposed, 
windswept summit of Boundary. But this way led their path 
across the head of a very steep small couloir. In this there 
were patches of old icy snow, topped with fresh falling 
snow. It was on one of these that the fall occurred. This 
very dangerous situation may never have confronted these 
men before. 

3. Lack of knowledge of ultimate limitations. Every 
climber must know not how far he can go, but how far can 


he go and still leave a reasonable store of energy and 
strength to return. This will include not only fair-weather 
climbing, but the willingness to deduct for unforeseen 
conditions. 4 positive limit must be established, and then 
maintained, even though it seems that the goal may be 





reached in a very few more minutes. In this case, the men 
left their first peak at 3:45 P.M. in a raging snow storm. 
These peaks lie between Owens Valley and Death Valley, 
a condition that generates fierce winds. Their pathway led 
across a broken arete, covered with unstable slabs, then up 
a steep ridge to the second peak. It is then necessary to 
return across the arete and again climb Boundary Peak be- 
fore starting the 4500-foot drop to their base. This feat 
would have placed them on the summit of Boundary at sun- 
down, to make their long way down in the darkness through 
the then falling snow. Learning to turn back is the hardest 
and usually the last lesson a climber learns. 

Some criticism was made of the failure of Nevada law en- 
forcement authorities to act. It was unfortunate that each 
Sheriff thought that the other had relayed a message back 
to Glendale. While we hoped that the Sheriff of Esmeralda 
County could have started the search, it must be realized 
that conditions are far different in remote, isolated areas 
than they are in large metropolitan cities. While we think 
nothing of seeing four or five officers working on a traffic 
collision investigation in Los Angeles, we cannot expect 
such things in a poor county such as Esmeralda. This 
county has a population of 1,500, and is policed by Sheriff 
Kitchen, a man well-advanced in years, and one part-time 
deputy. If Sheriff Kitchen had taken his entire force to this 
scene, leaving the remainder of the county without police 
protection, and some major crime had occurred, he would 
have been justly subject to bitter criticism by the voters of 
his county. 

Great thanks must be given to Undersheriff Jack Gardner 
of Mono County (he has a force of five men, including 
Supervisors) for the prompt way that he disregarded county 
and state boundaries and took over the final stages of the 
removal. However, it must be firmly understood that this 
was not an obligation of Sheriff Gardner, and that we can- 
not expect that he will be able to regularly offer such aid. 
If climbing groups and individual climbers go into such 
areas, we can expect that rescues will have to be provided 
by our climbing friends. 


Summit of Boundary Peak from tbe south showing the 
couloir where climbers fell. (Ed. Note: Burl Parkinson’s 
picture of Mt. Whitney appeared in the ''Know Your Moun- 
tain’’ series of SUMMIT last month. He was anxious to have 
it published, but he never saw it. We think he would be 
pleased to know that a five-year subscription is being sent 
to the South Pasadena Public Library in his memory.) 
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--Jerry Keating 


A showing of mountain flower 
pictures will highlight the Sierra 
Peaks Section meeting Tuesday 
night, June 23rd, in the Silver 
Lake Clubhouse. 


Ada and Elmer Gates! presenta- 
tion is titled, "Nature's Floral 
Dress." It features wildflowers 
in the Sierra. Arrangements for 
the program are under the direction 
of Maurine and Cliff Myers, SPS 
Social Committee co-chairmen, 


Graham Stevenson, a member of 
the Training Committee, led a 
symposium on mountain accidents 
during the May meeting. After 
numerous accidents were reviewed 
the group agreed that the descent 
was the most dangerous part of a 
climb, 


In other business, SPS Chairman 
Bill Sanders notified leaders that 
the fall schedule wovld be arranged 
at the June meeting. Secretary 
Mary Ann Eide announced that Paul 
Hunter of Pasadena had become the 
3lst member to earn a climbing 
emblem, His 10th emblem climb was 
Olancha Peak in the Southern Sierra. 


Two new members were added to the 
SPS' growing ranks. They are Bob 
Allemann and Elwyn Beach, both of 
Los Angeles. Allemann's qualifying 
peaks included Mts. Whitney and Lyell, 
while Beach's list included Mts. 
Whitney, Muir, Russell and Lyell. 
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--Jerry Keating 


Taking advantage of fair 
weather and a lack of snow, a 
Sierra Peaks Section party scaled — 
Mt. Langley (14,042') during the | 
three-day Memorial Day holiday. 

The peak is the southernmost 
fourteen-thousander in the Sierra 
and is approached from Diaz 
Canyon. 


Eight of the nine climbers 
who appeared for the trip reached ~ 
the summit at noon the second day. 
The snow shortage allowed the 
climbers to use an abandoned 
trail much of the way. 


I 

MT. LANGLEY Ed. 
1 
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'. Base camp was situated on a 
forested bench at the 10,400- 
foot level of the canyon--nearly 
5,000 feet above the starting | 
point in the Owens Valley. Diaz | 
Creek had vanished, but the | 
participants were able to obtain 
water by crawling into a cavern 
fringed by icicles. 


Tom Amneus, Angeles Chapter 
chairman, led the trip. 
* k KOK * 





MT. BRADLEY 
--Jerry Keating 


A seldom-visited canyon provided 
he access to the Sierra crest 


TISSU Keating May 16th-17th as the Sierra Peaks 
ONN ROBINSON 


Intermittent clouds and light 
snow squalls greeted 25 climbers 


Section climbed Mt. Bradley (13,280!) 


Twenty Sierra Peakers assembled 


as they reached the summit of at Independence Saturday morning 
Lone Pine Peak (12.9511) Sanday and left their cars at the mouth 
morning, May Ith.’ Few remained of Pinyon Canyon. A primitive trail 
longer than to sign the register started up the north side of the | 
and view the new Sierra Peaks canyon but soon vanished. The party 
Section flag flying from an ice camped at the last timber on Pinyon 
axe atop the summit cairn. For Creek and calculated the elevation 
Kathy Underwood the ascent marked at 10,200 feet. 

her sixth qualifying peak, the Wood was plentiful, and the 
number necessary for section group enjoyed a warm campfire. 
membership, The fire was visible in Independence, 


The unpleasant weather marked and several residents called the 


sheriff's office in the belief that 
Sueno epa eee row plagued someone might be in trouble. For- 


SAA TOE tunately, the party had checked in 
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backpack to a lower Meysan Lake | 
had been accomplished under a he climb. | 
| ١ Vr Cold winds buffeted the climbers - 


warm sun. a RD 





Sunday morning as they cramponed 

up a steep snow chute and then 

É 1166 up the gentle summ bret lopes . 
chased the part from 
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--Jerry Keating 


MI. WINCHELL-PALISADE GLACIER 
--Jerry Keating 


A dual trip into the Palisades 
area provided a highly success- 
ful weekend June 13th-lhth for 
41 Sierra Peakers and friends. 


Twenty-three climbers, in- 
cluding six women, scaled Mt. 
Winchell (13,768!) Sunday in 
what leader Bill Sanders believed 
was the largest group climb of 
the impressive peak. The route 
on the east arete was third class, 
and several members of the party 
were belayed over one pitch on 
the way down. Andy Smatko was 
the assistant leader. 


While the climbers were on 
Mt. Winchell, 12 hikers explored, 
the Palisade Glacier, largest in 
the Sierra. o took 
the party as far up acier 
as the bergschrund below the 
U-Notch. 


Base camp for both outings 
was situated near the beginning 
of the Palisade Glacier trail. 
Although the weather was unsettled 
during the backpack in, conditions 
at camp Saturday night were 
pleasant. Low temperature during 
the night was 38 degrees. 


* k k k * 


MT. WHITNEY L| 
Aus. --Rich Gnagy 


Twenty SPSers left Whitney 
Portal at 7:30 AM July 11th bound 
for the 14,495-foot summit of Mt. 
Whitney. ll AM the next day, 
all had reached the peak via the 
Mountaineer's Route and were head- 
ing back to the cars under threat- 
ening skies. 


Everyone reached camp by 11:30 AM 
Saturday after a pleasant, four-hour 
hike up the somewhat traii-less 
North Fork of Lone Pine Creek, 

After lunch, the more ambitious 
climbers made successful assaults 
upon Mt. Russell (14,190') and 
Thor Peak (12,301'). 


After being routed from sleeping 
bags at 5 AM Sunday, the party 
left camp for Whitney shortly 
after 6 AM. Lack of snow in the 
couloir above East Face Lake 
called for great care in avoiding 
rock falls. The unsettled weather 
--including occasional showers-- 
prompted a short stay on the 
summit. Leaders were Rich Gnagy 
and Dick Mosley. 
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MT. WILLIAMSON - MT. BARNARD 
TROJAN .PEAK 
--Jerry Keating 


Ascents of three major peaks 
in the Independence area provided 
a full menu of activity for 38 
Sierra Peakers and friends during 
the three-day Fourth of July 
holiday. 


Main objective was Mt. William- 
son (14,384'), one of the Section's 
most massive emblem peaks. All 
but one of the 33 clinbers who 
tried for it reached the summit. 
Eleven bagzed the two other ob- 
jectives, Trojan Peak (13,968!) 
and Mt, Barnard (14,003). 


Clear, hot weather marked the 
2,000-foot backpack up George 
Creek Friday. Several interesting 
stream crossings, as well as con- 
siderable bushwhacking, provided 
a challenge in the lower part of 
the canyon. A primitive trail 
allowed the group to miss much of 
the brush, but none of the hikers 
wearing shorts escaped getting 
scratched. 


Despite the difficulty of the 
backpack, all but one participant 
reached camp, which was situated 
at 11,000 feet on a tributary of 
George Creek. The party experienced 
mild weather during the two nights 
spent there. 


Mt. Williamson was climbed Satur- 
day and the two other peaks on 
Sunday. For Tom and Trudie Hunt, 
the conquest of Williamson meant 
emblem status in the SPS. The 
Hunts are among the few Angeles 
Chapter members who have earned 
the Sierra Peaks, Desert Peaks, and 
Hundred Peaks climbing emblems. 


Leader for the trip was John Wed- 
berg. He was assisted by George 
Shinno and Chuck Miller. 
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SOME NEVADA PEAKS, July 6,7,0, 1959 JWR 


Frede Jensen and John Robinson, upon completing a lith of 
July weekend in the Sierra, headed for central Nevada instead 
of home, 

Mt. Jefferson (11,807!) was the first objective. This was 
a long 1,000 foot ascent from the mine beyond Round Mtn., 
southwest of the peak. The weather on top was clear and windy. 

That evenning they drove east to Lehman Creek Campground 
for the ascent of Wheeler Peak (13,061!). The Lehman Creek 
trail was followed to Stella Lake for lunch, then a two hour 
seramble got them to the summit, where a good view of the 
Snake Range was enjoyed in clear, warm weather. 

Next day they took the Baker Creek trail to Treasure Lake 
for lunch. Baker Peak (12,4901) was then climbed, followed 
by a cruddy ridge traverse over to Pyramid Peak (11,921'). 
Descent was via Timber Creek and back to the cars at Baker 
Creek Campground. 
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TREASURE LAKE nestles among Engelmann spruce 
trees beneath the remarkably perfect semi-circle of 
thousand-foot cliffs at the head of Baker Creek. 








0,000 FERT OF PEAK BAGGING IN THE NORTHWEST. by Tom Ross 
a July ll-August 2, 19 : 


— A 2% week climbing trip began July 1 for John Robinson, Andy 
matko, and Tom Ross, The first ascent was made July 16 when the 
three climbed Mt. Thielsen (9,173!) from camp at Diamond Lake. 
The last 75 feet posed good third class climbing close to the 
Sheer east face, 

The other peaks were Mt, St. Helens (9,677!), Mt. Shuksan 
(9,127'), Mt, Baker (10,750!), 1 
Glacier Pk. (10,5]1!), Mt. 
Olympus (7,95h!), 3 Fingered 
Jack (7,8)8'), Mt. Jefferson 
(10,h95!), Mt. Washington (7, 8021) 
North Sister (10,09h'), Middle 
Sister (10,053!), South Sister 
(10,3541), and Mt. McLaughlin 
(9,510'), The peaks involved 
70,000 feet of climbing and 220 
miles of hiking. 

We joined a party of Mazamas , “a 
for the Mt, Shuksan. ascent. We Summit Certificate 
camped at Lake Ann, whieh was. 
still frozen, and from there 
began climbing the following COTSW Sate 6 oTa 12 

day at 1:30 am. A fair trail led to the base,of the Fisher Chim- 

p neys. 3rd elass chutes slickened in Spots because. of wet moss and 
mud. From the top of the chimneys a very steep aseent was made of 
Winnie's Slide to the Lower Curtis Glacier. Since the Hourglass 
Route appeared hazardous for a large party, we circled to the 
right, then up the Upper Curtis Glacier before heading left along 
the summit snowfield to the base of the summit rock pyramid, This 
section involved 500 feet of 3rd class climbing. One 11 year old 
boy's hand was injured by a falling rock. On the descent from the 
pyramid, we came down a fixed rope in a steep couloir. Actually, 
the rope was fixed in three different places in the couloir. We 
enjoyed steep glissades, one of which was on Winnie's Slide. Tt 
is at least 65 degrees near the top. Four Mazamas made it stand- 
ing up. We packed out from Lake Ann and reached the cars at 10:30 
pm, tired and wet from a 21 hour day's workout, 

Mt. Baker was the most spectacular climb. We backpacked on a 
trail to the Kulshan Cabin near the base of the mountain. Just 
below the cabin there was a hazardous stream crossing due to high 
water and slippery rocks. We left at 2:45 am the next day and 
climbed to the Coleman Glacier. We proceded directly through 
fields of large crevasses to the saddle between Colfax Peak and 
the main mass of Mt. Baker itself, then directly left up steep, 
icy snow to the summit rim, Our return trip was highlighted by 
an ice avalanche from the north face of Colfax. We made a rapid 
wide detour below the limits of previous avalanches. 

] After cleaning off a week's filth at Kennedy Hot Springs, we 

t" backpacked to a campsite for Glacier Peak. Thin wisps of clouds 

were visible across the moon that night, but we thought nothing 
of it. A recently-blazed trail led us up a wooded ridge the next 
(over) 
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0,000 FEET OF PEAK BAGGING IN THE NORTHWEST by Tom Ross 
July lij-August 2, 19 ١> 


A 2$ week climbing trip began July ll| for John Robinson, Andy 
Smatko, and Tom Ross, The first ascent was made July 16 when the 
three climbed Mt. Thielsen (9,173!) from camp at Diamond Lake. 
The last 75 feet posed good third class climbing close to the 
Sheer east face, 


The other peaks were Mt, St. Helens (9,677!), Mt. Shuksan 
(0.19071!) wr Rakan (10 7501) | 
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day at 1:30 am. A fair trail led to the base, of the Fisher him- 
neys. 3rd elass chutes slickened in Spots because. of wet moss and 
mud, From the top of the chimneys a very steep aseent was made of 
Winnie's Slide to the Lower Curtis Glacier. Since the Hourglass 
Route appeared hazardous for a large party, we circled to the 
right, then up the Upper Curtis Glacier before hegding left along 
the summit snowfield to the base of the summit rock pyramid. This 
section involved 500 feet of 3rd class climbing. One 11 year old 
boy's hand was injured by a falling rock, On the descent from the 
pyramid, we came down a fixed rope in a steep couloir. Actually, 
the rope was fixed in three different places in the couloir. We 
enjoyed steep glissades, one of which was on Winnie's Slide. Tt 
is at least Ó5 degrees near the top. Four Mazamas made it stand- 
ing up. We packed out from Lake Ann and reached the cars at 10 0 
pm, tired and wet from a 21 hour day's workout, 

Mt. Baker was the most spectacular climb. We backpacked on a 
trail to the Kulshan Cabin near the base of the mountain. Just 
below the cabin there was a hazardous stream crossing due to high 
water and slippery rocks. We left at 2:45 am the next day and 
climbed to the Coleman Glacier. We proceded directly through 
fields of large crevasses to the saddle between Colfax Peak and 
the main mass of Mt. Baker itself, then directly left up steep, 
icy snow to the summit rim, Our return trip was highlighted by 
an ice avalanche from the north face of Colfax. We made a rapid 
wide detour below the limits of previous avalanches. 

After cleaning off a week's filth at Kennedy Hot Springs, we 
backpacked to a campsite for Glacier Peak. Thin wisps of clouds 
were visible across the moon that night, but we thought nothing 
of it. A recently-blazed trail led us up a wooded ridge the next 

(over) 





morning. The ascent was made directly up the west face (SW:JWR). 
A thousand feet below the hoary summit rocks we were clobbered. by 
cold winds and light rain squalls. Nevertheless, we raced on to 
the frigid summit and then made a quick descent with the help of 
several long glissades. We then backpacked out to the car ina 
steady drizzle. The round trip took us 10 hours, ١ 

Mt. Olympus also was spectacular. Despite adverse weather 
forecasts we decided to chance packing in for the climb. We hiked 
54 miles along the Hoh River through a beautiful rain forest and 
stayed at one.of the many shelters. along the trail. We expected to 
cover 13 miles the next day and reach the.shelter near the Blue 
Glacier, However, en route we decided to make a summit. attempt 
because the weather is very capricious in the area. Dropping our 
packs at the Elk Lake Shelter, we continued on a devious S-Shape 
route past the IGY Station on the Snow Dome and finally.reached the 
West Peak (highest) by 6 pm after some 3rd. class. climbing on the 
summit block. Hugh crevasses prevented us from taking a direct 
route, The return to our packs took until 9 p.m. and we. logged 26 
miles of hiking and 7200 feet of elevation gain that day. The third 
day we packed out and headed for Oregone : 

Mt. Jefferson was the most interesting of our several Oregon 
ascents. Packing into Pamelia Lake the evening before, we arose at 
3 to start the long climb, much of it on crud. The towering summit 
block necessitated some very steep roped snow climbing and 3rd 
class on the rock. 

North and Middle Sister were climbed the same day we packed into 
the Sunshine Shelter, North Sister involved a steep icy traverse and 
loose 3rd elass., South Sister the next day was a long hike with — 
horrible crud on the peak, .- 

Our last climb was Mt. MeLaughlin above hügh Klamath Lake. We 
hiked the 6 mile trail to the summit and were fortunate to snatch 
victory from some Girl Scouts as we reached the summit just. ahead 
of them. 

We were fortunate to have favorable weather on all peaks other 
than Glacier. It permitted us to climb all 13 peaks. | 
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Glacier Peak as seen 
through some of the 
last remaining 
primeval forests along 
the Whitechuck River 
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KNOW YOUR MOUNTAINS — Answer 
Mt. Baker, 10,778 feet, in Washington. | 
Climbers are John Robinson, left, ané 
Dr. Andy Smatko. ''Third Man on the 7 | 
Mountain’? was the photographer, Tom > 
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Ross. 
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Photo by Tom Ross‏ لهم 
NORTHWEST VACATION‏ 


know your mountains — »^« i 


Can you name this mountain? Our clue is that it is located somewhere on the map facing this page. Answer on page 23. 


SOUTHERN S/ERRAN 


DESERT PEAKS 


MT. DU BOIS 
--Andy Smatko AS 


A dozen Sierra Clubbers and 
members of their families camped 
September 26th along a stream 
near the road heading toward the 
eastern side of the White Mountains. 
A small amount of fresh snow was 
visible on the slopes of Mt. DuBois 
(13,545'), objective of this Desert 
Peaks Section climb. 


Sunday morning, 11 climbers 
caravanned as far as possible on 
the rocky road up Middle Canyon. 
After 6% hours of steady climbing, 
all but one person reached the 
cold, windy summit. 


No one lingered at tbe huge 
cairn because of the cold. How- 
ever, a spectacular view of the 
snow-covered.Sierra crest was 
obtained before the group de- 
scended to the cars. 


X kx Ok * 





MT. SILLIMAN 
--Chuck Miller 


A leisurely trip to Mt. 
Silliman (11,188') in Sequoia 
National Park marked a conclusion 
to the SPS' High Sierra climbing 
schedule for 1959. The Southern 
Sierra will provide the grounds 
for later climbs. F 

Twenty persons backpacked 
seven miles on trail October Sra 
to camp at Twin Lakes (9,700! 
and spent the afternoon loafing. 
The night was mild, but a warm 
campfire was pleasing. 


The party left camp at 8 AM 
the next day and climbed Silliman 
from Silliman Pass. Everyone was 
back in camp by noon, and a two- 
mile cross-country shortcut 
allowed. the climbers to reach the 
cars at جا‎ PM. 


Leaders were Chuck Miller and 
Mary Ann Eide. 


* k OK OK * 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


--Jerry Keating كر[‎ 


Counting ballots and formalizing 
the spring schedule will occupy the 
Sierra Peaks Section Thursday night, 
November 5th, when it meets in the 
Silver Lake Clubhouse. 


Nominated for the five-member 
committee that manages the SPS 
were Maureen and Miles Brubacher, 
Mary Ann Eide, Jerry Keating, Lothar 
Kolbig, John Robinson, Frank Sanborn, 
Bill Sanders, George Shinno, and 
Beatrice Wheelock. ^ De. [,.— / 

c 


Two proposed amendments to the 
SPS By-laws will be voted on at 
the meeting. One would require 
members to subscribe to the Section's 
Newsletter, The Echo, to retain 
active status. The other would 
provide that all amendments be 
presented to the membership by a 
mail ballot. 


Mary Ann Eide, SPS secretary, 
reports the latest néw members are 
Roger Schmeeckle of Santa Monica, 
Bob Happle of Van Nuys, Rosalind 
Underwood of La Canada, and Robert 
Capps of San Bernardino. Member- 
ship now totals 157. 


Appointed to serve on the Angeles 
Chapter Anti-litter Committee was 
Dick Jali. The section is consider- 
ing scheduling a trip to help in 
this program. 


* ok OK OK 
NORTH PALISADE - MT. SILL 


--Jerry Keating 


One of the greatest in the 
Sierra! 


This was the consensus of 19 
climbers after the SPS' first 
scheduled climb of North Palisade, 
a 11+ و‎ 2h2-foot emblem peak west of 
Big Pine. 


The climb, which involved more 
than 1,000 feet of third class 
and some fourth-class work, was 
led by SPS Chairman Bill Sanders 
and ex-Chairman Chuck Miller. It 
was complemented by an ascent of 
14.,162-foot Mt. Sill by 10 other 
climbers. 


Thirty-one Sierrans assembled 
September 5th at South Lake for 
the backpack over Bishop Pass to 
Palisade Basin. A col below 
Thunderbolt Peak provided access 
to the basin. Camp was established 
at 11,500 feet, just above the 
highest Barrett Lake, and the 
climbers relied primarily on 
Primus stoves for cooking. 


After leaving camp at 6:15 AM 
the next day, the North Pal 
climbers split into two groups in 
the chute leading to the U-Notch. 
Thirteen climbers traversed an 
exposed ledge and arrived at the 
peak after ascending two other 
chutes. The six other participants, 
led by Lothar Kolbig and Bill Heusel, 
climbed to the U-Notch and reached 
the summit at noon via a fourth- 
class route. 





E Sach 


North Pal was scaled in ideal 
weather and marked the 10th 
emblem peak for Al Finney and 
Cliff and Maurine Myers. 


The descent to camp involved 
one short rappel and took until 
shortly after 6 PM. Belays were 
set up on three pitches. 


The 10-member Sill party led 
by Ralph Merten also left camp 
at 6:15 AM but returned at 5 PM. 
All 10 climbers reached the 
summit via the southwest slope, 
a second-class route. Assistant 
leaders for this phase of the 
trip were Harry Melts and Monroe 
Levy, who earned his emblem upon 
reaching the summit. 


Labor Day's retreat to the 
cars gave the party a chance to 
cross 11,673-foot Knapsack Pass 
and explore the many lakes in 


Dusy Basin. d 


k k k k + 
--Barbara Lilley 


MT. CORCORAN 
The first storm of the season broke 
up September 19th as 15 backpackers 
assembled for the scheduled climb 
of Mt. Corcoran (13,733') in the 
Lone Pine area. 


A trail was followed up Tuttle 
Creek Canyon for the first 2-3 
miles, and the group passed an 
abandoned nudist camp. The rest 
of the backpack was accomplished 
cross-country over a relatively 
brush-free route. 


Sy Ossofsky, Graham Stephenson 
and Frede Jensen took advantage of 


an early arrival at camp to climb 
Mt. Langley (14,042'). The 
weather was partly cloudy and 
cool, making the "Bingham roast" 
that evening most welcome. 


After a night during which the 
temperature dipped below freezing, 
10 persons headed for Corcoran and 
four for Langley. About 1,800 
feet of scrambling brought the 
main party to a second-class chute 
to the north of the peak. The 
chute was made interesting by 3-4 
inches of snow from the recent 
storm, and everyone stood on 
Corcoran's summit by 10:15 AM, 


A clear view of the snow- 
dusted peaks to the north was 
obtained, but a cold wind speeded 
the descent. 


Two of the climbers who at- 
tempted Langley were successful, 
and a group of Cal Tech students 
also tried for the southermost 
fourteen-thousander. 


Leaders were Barbara Lilley 
and Sy Ossofsky. 
k k * o 


. SOUTHERN | S/ERRAN 


SIERRA PEAKS 


--Jerry Keating 


Election of Management Committee 
members for 1960 and passage of two 
By-Law amendments highlighted the 
Sierra Peaks Section meeting 
November 5th in the Silver Lake 
Clubhouse. 


The new officers are Bill Sanders, 
Frank Sanborn, George Shinno, Mary 
Ann Eide, and Jerry Keating. They 
will meet later this month to decide 
which office each will hold. 


Members voted 72-2 in favor of 
a proposal calling for mail bal- 
loting on amendments. The other 
By-Law change passed 54-21. It 
requires all SPSers to subscribe 
to the Section Newsletter, The 
Fcho, to retain active status. 


Final plans were made for the 
section's third annual banquet 
Tuesday night, December lst, in 
the Silver Saddle Inn at Downey. 
Cliff and Maurine Myers are co- 
chairmen, and Lothar Kolbig is in 
charge of entertainment. Kolbig 
will show movies of climbs in 
the Canadian Rockies. 


Secretary Eide announced that 
the SPS had grown to an all-time 
high of 158 active members.  In- 
active members. total four, and 
there are two members deceased. 
Latest new members are Kathy 
Underwood of La Cafiada, Jo Jones 
of Los Angeles, Howard Jackson of 
North Hollywood, and George and 
Charles iodjeska of Tarzana. 


THE NEEDLES 
--Al Finney 


Autumn colors splashed the 
Southern Sierra October 9th-10th 
as 27 Sierrans explored a new 
climbing area north of Johnsondale 
and west of the Kern Plateau. 


Led by Bud Bingham, the last 
SPS backpack expedition of the 
year embarked from a roadhead 
near Sand Hill Ridge for a two- 
day trip to The Needles (8,228'), 

a spectacular granite formation 
which offers interesting routes 
to both the hiker and rock climber. 


Althouch the weather was un- 
seasonably warm, an easy seven- 
mile trail winding above the Kern 
River gorge led all the hikers 
into camp directly below their 
towering target. The site was 


enclosed by pine, cedar and oak 
trees, and Needle Rock Creek 
flowed nearby. 


On Sunday morning, 18 climbers 
moved up through a brushy route 
to a ridge directly below the 
summit of the highest pinnacle. 
This area proved to be covered 
with cans and other debris dropped 
from a Forest Service lookout 
station. A short, but interesting, 
rock route was then negotiated to 
the summit, which is topped by the 
lookout. After enjoying a good 
view of the Olancha and Whitney 
area, the party descended to camp 
and retraced the previous day's 
trail to. camp, % c - Riad lc 








SIERRA PEAKS y 


Sierra Peakers wrapped up their 
1959 social season December lst 
with the annual banquet in the 
Silver Saddle Inn at Downey. 


Forty-five members and guests 
heard master of ceremonies Frank 
Sanborn relate developments since 
the section was founded in 1955, 
He then presented outgoing chair- 
man Bill Sanders with a pin for 
leading the SPS in 1959, 


The following new officers 
were introduced: Jerry Keating, 
Chairman; Frank Sanborn, Vice- 
Chairman; Bill Sanders, Secretary; 
Mary Ann Eide, Treasurer; and 
George Shinno, Alternate Officer. 


Committee assignments also 
were announced. They included 
Sanborn, Bud Bingham and Tom 
Amneus, schedule; Rich Gnagy, 
Dick Mosley, Miles Brubacher and 
Lothar Kolbig, mountaineering; 
Graham Stephenson, Chuck Miller 
and Pat Gentry, training; Dr. 
Andrew Smatko, Al Finney, 

Mrs. Gentry, Barbara Lilley, 

John Robinson and Chuck Ballard, 
publications; Cliff and Maurine 
Myers and Bea Wheelock publicity; 
Maureen Brubacher and fed Maier, 
social; and Dick Jali, anti- 
litter. 


Kolbig narrated the evening's 
entertainment, a color motion 
picture showing climbs he had 
made in the Canadian Rockies. 


Newest SPS member is Mike 
Raudenbush, a teen-age climber 


from Northridge. 
* KK OK x ^ e 
NICHOLS PEAK - PILOT KNOB 
--Jerry Keating 


A desert-like area of the 
Southern Sierra was the setting 
on November 14th-15th for the 
Sierra Peaks Section's final 
climb of 1959. Objectives were 
Nichols Peak (6,073') and Pilot 
Knob (6,212'), which are located 
on opposite sides of the Walker 
Pass highway east of Isabella 
Reservoir. 


Seventeen persons ascended the 
arid slopes of Nichols Saturday 
and reached its rocky summit in 
two hours. The descent was 
completed by 2 PM, and the party 
loafed that afternoon in a 
campground near Isabella. 


Sunday's climb of Pilot Knob 
proved more strenuous and offered 
an unexpected amount of low third 
class climbing. From the summit 
block, 20 climbers could see as 
far north as Olancha Peak. 


Leaders were John Robinson 
and Jerry Keating. ^ ———— 
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DESERT PEAKS | 


MATURANGO PEAK 
--Lothar Kolbig 


On the weekend of November 
2elst-22nd, with the aid of the 
Hunt's, Polly Connable's and 
the Bear's four-wheel drive 
vehicles most climbers were con- 
voyed to a lovely campsite with 
canyon walls rising sheer above 
us. 


At dawn Sunday the group. climbed 
over a dry waterfall by means of a 
50-foot ladder and hiked along the 
soft sandy canyon bed to the end 
of the valley. An easy rock 
scramble brought us to the summit 
of Maturango at 11 o'clock. After 
a short summit lunch stop most of 
the group elimbed along the ridge 
to the peak that has been petitioned 
to be named after the late Burl 
Parkinson. 


Dropping down a steep canyon, 
our campsite was reached at 3 
o'clock and most of the participants 
were convoyed back to their cars. 





JOU 
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SIERRA PEAKS SECTION 


Purpose: To develop and expand interest and activ- 
ity of the Sierra Club membership in the Sierra Ne- 
vada Range. To promote weekend knapsack trips and 
mountain climbs in the Sierra Nevada, and to cul- 
tivate close comradeship among hikers and mountain- 
eers. To aid in the conservation and preservation 
of the wilderness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance 
of good trails and clean campsites, and the dissemina- 
tion of general knowledge concerning the range. 


Membership: Any Sierra Club member may become 
a section member by climbing any six mountains on 
the SPS qualifying list, subscribing to the Echo, and 
by submitting written application for membership to 
the secretary. Emblem status may be attained by 
climbing 10 of the 14 emblem peaks. The section 
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month at Lemon Grove Playground Auditorium, 4959 
Lemon Grove Avenue. The playground adjoins Holly- 
wood Freeway and is reached from Melrose Avenue 
via Hobart Boulevard. 


The SPS offers a variety of trips, ranging from easy 
one-day climbs, to major ascents involving ice and 
snow or other techniques. Due to the length, elevation 
gain, or technical difficulty of many SPS outings, it is 
urged that newcomers condition themselves before at- 


tempting an SPS climb. A leader should be contacted 


before going on the first trip. j 
Jerry Keating (Ch.) 
Frank Sanborn (V. Ch.) George Shinno (Treas.) 
Bill Sanders (Sec.) Lothar Kolbig (Alt. Off.) 


Committee Chairmen 


220001191566110 7 te ee ceo ro ro ressecesctaces Rich Gnagy 
Syd Oe LUTE spi d Ere RA Frank Sanborn 
Publicaljonsss oL. Dr. Andrew Smayko 
BUBE YEE ا ل ا‎ eget ta eC cE Cliff Myers 
WCE E See Graham Stephenson 
STAC 5-345033 een Maureen Brubacher 
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AIL 2-3 SS. 


MORRO Rock (COAST) 
LEADERS: MILES ¢ MALRINE 
BRUBACHER 


APRIL 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Beginners Trip: Easy climbs in Sequoia Nat'l Forest. 
8:00 a.m. Sat. at Walker Pass on Calif. 178, for 
Scodie Mt. (7200'), 7 mi. hike, 2000' gain. Car 
camp Sat., bring wood and water. Sun. short hikes 
to Sorrell (7702'), Piute (8432'), and Liebel (8014'), 
Pks. Driving 375 mi. Contact leaders as to trip, plans 
may be altered. Leaders and Trans.: JERRY KEATING 
and TED MAIER. 


APRIL 23-24 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Taylor Dome (8783') —8: a.m.: The first scheduled 
trip to this k at southern edge of 
Domeland. : ena oad in Fay Creek 
Canyon 2E east of Isabella 
on Wa mi. to Taylor 
Meadow. imb peak Sun. mi.) iu return to cars. 
Driving 360 mi. Leaders and Trans.: JOHN ROBIN- 
SON and AL FINNEY. _ Eu oe 











CKENS. .—— 


APRIL 30-MAY 1 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA tity 


Colosseumm Mt. (12,473'), Mt. Perkins .(12,591'): 
This is a rather early trip for peaks of this elevation 
in the Sierra. One or both will be climbed, weather 
and snow conditions permitting. Leaders must be con- 
tacted, final details will be sn. at that time. 
Strenuous! Leaders and b s 5o REM STEVENSON 
and BUD=BINGHAM: _G ser $ — 
HHN Maa 


MAY 14-15 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Gayley (13,510')—8:00 a.m.: Conditions permit- 
ting will climb from So. Fork of Big Pine Creek, spec- 
tacular area new to SPS scheduled trips, 3rd class climb, 
contact leader before attending. Meet at Glacier Lodge, 
west of Big Pine. Moderate trip for experienced back- 
packers, neophites invited to base camp. Temple Crag 
probable for eager beavers Sat. Driving 540 mi. 
Leaders and Trans.: BILL SANDERS and LOTHAR KOLBIG. 


MAY 28-30 SAT.-MON. SIERRA PEAKS 


Five high peaks in the Whitney area—8:30 a.m.: Meet 
Sat. at Whitney Portal Campground near Meysan 
irailhead. Backpack 5 mi. to Meysan Lakes, good trail. 
Climbs of Lone Pine (12,951'), and Candlelight Pks., 
class 2, Sat. Mallory (13,870'), class 2, and LeConte 
(13,960'), class 3 rock and snow, Sun. Mon. climb 
Mt. Irvine (13,790'), class 1, and back to cars. All 
but one peak require lug-soled boots, probable ice 
axe because of steep snow. EMILY BEAR will hostess 
car camp for hikers’ families. Driving 400 mi. Contact 
leader before attending. Leaders and Trans.: BOB 
BEAR, PETER HUNT, CHUCK GERCKENS, and JOHN 
DELMONTE. | 


JUNE 11-12 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Cherry Hill ((8812'), SIRRETTA PEAK (9938'): Easy, 
joint trip with Conservation, Natural Science, and 
Camping groups. Saturday 1:00 p.m. tour logged area 
with other groups and make short side trip to Cherry 
Hill (1400' gain). Sun. 8:00 a.m. climb Siretta Peak 
(qualifying) 6 mi., 2500' gain. Some map orientation 
practice Sunday. See Conservation Committee writeup 
for directions. Contact leaders for possible change in 
plans. Leaders and transportation: TOM AMNEUS and 
MONROE LEVY. 


—JUNE 18-19 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 

Sentinel Dome (9127'), Exploratory trip: Moderate 
backpack into country south of the Kings River Canyon. 
Turn off State Highway 198, on the eastern boundary 
of Gen. Grant Grove of Kings Canyon National Park, 
onto unimproved road that ends at the Cecil Pack Sta. 
in Horse Corral Meadows. Meet at 8:00 a.m. Saturday 
and hike 9 miles with an elevation gain (and loss) 
of 2000' to camp in Sugarloaf Meadow. Sunday 
explore Sentinel Dome area, climbing dome if time 
permits. Hiking 13 miles Sunday. Lug soles suggested. 
Leaders and Trans.: DICK MOSLEY, CHARLES GER- 








JUNE 25-26 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Alta Peak (Sequoia Park) — 9:30 a.m.: Easy knap- 
sack trip. This trip was enjoyed by many newcomers 
and old timers several years ago. Meet at end of 
Wolverton - Meadow | Road about 4 miles past. Giant 
Forest Village for hike on good trail to meadow 
below Alta Peak. Climb peak Sunday (trail) and 
return to cars. - "Fabulous — view of Great Western 
Divide. Hiking with packs 7.5 miles each way. Driv- 
ing — 450 miles. - Leader: IZZY 11 Ay 
Leader: LEE E OY /INGS. muy RA. 37 i 2 





JULY 2-4 SAT.-MON. SIERRA PEAKS 


Mt. Darwin (13,830') — Mt. MENDEL (13,691') لب‎ 
8 a.m.: We had many requests for a climb of this 
emblem peak. Saturday backpack 5 miles with 3500’ 
elev. gain to camp site at Lake below Lamark Col. 
Sunday climb Darwin by 3rd plus route, gain 1000' 
and return to campsite. Monday climb Mendel by 
3rd class route — 800' gain. Lug soles and Primus 
stove required. Both peaks will be strenuous and 
technical. Driving 550 miles. Leader must be con- 
tacted. Leader: LOTHAR KOLBIG. Asst. Leader: HARRY 
MELTS. 


JULY 9-10 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Pyramid Pk. (9983', Tallac (9735'), Dicks (9974'): 
Superb views of Lake Tahoe and Desolation Valley as 
well as three qualifying peaks. Joint trip with Bay 
and Mother Lode Chapters. Meet at Glen Alpine 
Springs west of Fallen Leaf Lake at 8:30 a.m. Satur- 
day. Backpack 2 miles with 1000' gain to Susie Lake. 
Optional climb of Tallac and/or Dicks Saturday. Climb 
Pyramid Sunday and return to cars. Minimum with 
no peaks 4 miles with 1000' gain. Maximum with 
peaks 22 miles with 6700' gain. Driving 975 miles. 
Leaders: CHUCK MILLER and JIM DODDS. Trans.: 


JULY 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Car Camp — Rock Creek Area: Meet Sat. 8:00 a.m. 
at Tom's Place, about 25 miles north of Bishop on 
Hwy. 395. Car caravan to end of dirt road in Little 
lakes Valley. Saturday short hike to Heart Lake for 
beginners. Sunday longer trip to Ruby Lake for hardy 
hikers. Fishing and sunbathing both days for those 
who want to take it easy. Rock climbing practice. 


Driving distance: 758 miles. Leaders: PAT and ARVEL 


GENTRY. Asst. Leader: LEE OWINGS, Trans.: PAT 
GENTRY. . Ph EU 


JULY 30-31 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Peak 12,325 — 6 a.m.: Exploratory knapsack trip, 
some 3rd class, strenuous. Meet at end of Mineral 
King road, south of pack station. Knapsack: over 
Farewell Gap to Shotgun Creek; camp on creek below 
Silver Lake. Sunday, hike up to Silver Lake (10,500) 
then trailless scramble to summit of Pk. 12,325. Hiking 
Sat.: 7% miles; Sunday: 1314 miles. Wood, water 
plentiful. Driving: 425 miles. Leader: SY OSSOFSKY. 
Asst. Leader: FRANK SANBORN. | 





AUG. 6-7 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Red Slate Mtn. (13,163') — 8:00 a.m.: Meet at 
McGee Creek Pack Station at end of road west of 
Crowley Lake for 6 mile backpack to camp near Big 
McGee Lake. Climb Red Slate Sunday. Total hiking 
20 miles. Elevation gain 5500'. Red and White Mtn. 
(12,850') may be climbed Sat. Driving 600 miles. 
Leaders and, Trans.:, JERRY KEATING and MONROE 


LEVY. Climbed 2 weeks erher 


AUG. 13-14 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Grass Lake, 8:00 a.m.: An easy, beginner's knapsack 
in beautiful Sierra scenery. Meet Sat., end of road at 
North Lake. Knapsack-hike 14 miles, with gentle 
elevation gain, to Grass Lake. Wood, water in area. 
Camp, loaf or explore area. Hike out Sunday. Total 
hike: 3 miles. Driving: 600 miles. Leader and Trans.: 
ROGER GAEFCKE. Asst. Leader: VIRGINIA GAEFCKE. 


` AUG. 27-28 SAT.-SUN. 


Mt. Ritter (13,157'), Banner Pk. (12,945') — 8:00 
a.m.: The Ritter-Banner area is one of the most 
beautiful areas in the Sierra. Meet at end of road 
in Agnew Meadows Saturday. We backpack 6 miles 
to camp at Lake Ediza; those who wish will climb 
Banner Sat. afternoon. Sunday rise early and climb 
Mt. Ritter, return to cars. Ice and snow practice. Hik- 
ing 12 miles Sun. Driving 640 miles. Leader: JOHN 
ROBINSON. Asst.: ROGER GAEFCKE. Trans.: BILL 
HEUSEL. 





SIERRA PEAKS wA 


SEPT. 3-5 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 

Mt. Clarence King (12,905') — 8:00 a.m.: One of 
the finest in the Sierra. Meet Sat. at Onion Valley. 
Strenuous backpack to beautiful Sixty Lakes Basin. 
The peak is fourth class so those planning the ascent 
should be prepared. Contact a leader before going. 
Driving 500 miles. Leaders: RAY VAN AKEN and VERN 
JONES. Trans.: BILL HEUSEL. — 





SEPT. 10-11 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Big Pines Lakes Anti-Litter Outing: This week end we 
will go to the lakes and meadows below Palisade 
Glacier and clean up the mess left by thousands of 
careless campers. It should be a fine fall week end 
and an excellent opportunity to help fight wilderness 
litter. Easy 4 mile backpack on trail to camp. Driving 
520 miles. Leaders and Trans.: TED MAIER and TOM 
AMNEUS. 


T SEPT. 17-18 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Glass Mt. (11,127), Mt. Morirson (12,268) — 8:00 
a.m.: Meet at airstrip 6 miles past Crowley Lake on 
Hwy. 395. Caravan to Glass Mt. for easy, 3 hour, 
class 1 climb; excellent view and run down on obsidian 
scree slope. Soak out stiffness in Hot Creek. Car 
camp Sat. at Convict Lake. Climb Morrison Sunday 
by N.W. ridge, class 2 plus, 4700 ft. gain. Leaders 
and Trans.: RALPH MERTEN, MILES BRUBACHER. 













"SEPT. 24-25 SAT.-SUN. 

Balloon Dome (6,881') — Explo 
new area for the S.P.S. 
deep gorges, complet 
located in a 


PEAKS 

An entirely 
of tall timber and 
oiled. Balloon Dome is 
cessible region, one of the 


truly splendid of the Sierra. Meet 9 a.m. at 
Kaiser Pdss//l ed northeast of Huntington Lake. C~ 


Any climbing equipment will be supplied. Leaders: 
BUD BINGHAM and SY OSSOFSKY. 


OCT. 8-9 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS) 
Taylor Dome (8783') —8:00 a.m.: This knapsack goes 
into the middle of the Kern Plateau, a beautiful wilder- 
ness area threatened with logging. This may be our 
last chance to see it unspoiled. Meet Sat. in Weldon 
and caravan to Fay Creek trailhead. Trailhead is on 
private property so don't drive in Friday night. Knap- 
sack 9 miles to camp in Taylor Meadow; wood and 
water there but no water elsewsere. Climb peak Sun. 
(4 mi.) and return to cars. Driving 360 miles. Leaders 


and trans.: JOHN ROBINSON, AL FINNEY, and ANDY 
SMATKO. we 


OCT. 22-23 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. San Jacinto (10831) —8:00 a.m. Mt. San Jacinto 
dominates the Sierra-like San Jacinto State Park 
Primitive Area. Meet in Idyllwild Sat., at totem pole 
in center of village. Knapsack 8 miles to 9000-ft. 
campsite at Round Valley; climb San Jacinto on 
Sun. Carry 2 quarts of water. Moderately strenuous. 
Hiking: 10 miles Sat., 12 miles Sun. Driving 250 
miles. Leader: IZZY LIEBERMAN. Asst.: LEE OWINGS. 


NOV. 5-6 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Homer's Nose (9005')—CAHOON ROCK (9350')— 
8:00 a.m.: A moderate knapsack hike through forested 
country, with scatiered Sequoias and much fall color. 
Good trails. Meet Sat. at Clough Cave Ranger Station, 
on South Fork of Kaweah River. Turn off Highway 198 
on South Fork Road 1.5 miles west of Three Rivers. 
Hike 7 miles to campsite at Cahoon Meadow; climb 
(class 1) nearby Cahoon Rock to lookout. Sun., climb 
(class 1) Homer's Nose, return to cars. Total hike: 
16 miles. Driving: 450 miles. Leaders and Trans.: 
TED MAIER and JERRY KEATING. 


DPO Trips 


DESERT PEAKS SECTION 
Purpose: To explore the desert mountain ranges of 
California and the Southwest, and to stimulate the 
interest of the Sierra Club membership in climbing 
these ranges. To aid in the conservation and preser- 
vation of desert wilderness areas. 


Membe:ship: Any member of the Sierra Club may 
become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qualifying list maintained by the section, and 
making application for membership in writing to the 
Secrerary. 

Walt Wheelock (Ch.) Harry Melts (V. Ch.). 

Polly Connable (Sec.-Treas.) 
Ralph Merten (Member-at-Large) 

Emblem Requirements: Mt. Montgomery, Telescope 
Peak, Rabbit Peak, Koya Peak, and New York Butte, 
plus any ten additional peaks on the qualifying list. 


JAN. 1-3 FRI.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Kofa Pk., Ariz. (4,680'), Castle Dome, Ariz. (3,600’): 
Fri. take Hwy. 70 through Indio and Blythe to Quart- 
zite, Ariz. Turn so. on Hwy. 95 for 19 mi., then east 
9 mi. on fair dirt road to Palm Canyon campground. 
Sat. Climb Kofa, c. 8 hour round trip. Sun. climb 
Castle Dome, class three, c. 2000 ft. elev. gain. Un- 
usually interesting desert area, game preserve. Can- 
teens and lug soles needed. No water. Coleman stoves 
recommended. Driving: 550 mi. Leaders. BOB BEAR 
and PETER HUNT. Trans.: TRUDIE HUNT. 


7 JAN. 9-10 SAT.-SUN. DESERT mE 


New York Mtn. (7,445'): This new addition to the 
DPS qualifying list involves a trailless scramble through 
interesting rock formations and a third class summit 
block. Climb is not strenuous but agility on rocks is 
a prerequisite. Lug soles required. Climb starts early 
Sun.; those in camp by 1 p.m. Sat. can join in a short 
hike to a balanced rock. Turn left from U.S. 66 just 
east of Essex to Goffs; drive north 21 mi. to New York 
Mtn. Rd. Proceed on this road to camp. Arrows will 
be up by noon Sat. Driving: 500 mi.; Hiking 6 mi. 


Leader: JOHN ROBINSON. Assts.: VERN JONES and 
CLIFF MYERS. ME oS | 


JAN. 23-24 SAT.-SUN. | DESERT PEAKS 


Mopah Pk. (Turtle Range): Sat from Blythe drive north 
on 95 to Vidal Jct. 12.9 mi. north turn onto a desert 
track and drive 5 mi. NW to campsite at canyon mouth. 
Sun. climb by newly discovered "secret passage." This 
3rd class route is easiest and most direct yet dis- 
covered. Those wishing a less technical climb may 
ascend and christen Mopah's twin, Umpah Pk. No 
wood. No water. Driving: 550 mi. Hiking: 6 mi. 
Leader: BILL SANDERS. Asst. PETER HUNT. 


FEB. 13-14 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Black Butte (4505') and Chuckawalla Peak (3450") 
—9:00 a.m.: Beginners, old timers, come, enjoy excel- 
lent views from seldom climbed desert peaks. Meet 
Sat. 9 a.m. on U.S. 60-70 22.7 east of Desert Center. 
Caravan south on Chuckawalla Test Grade road over 
Graham Pass, west to Beaumonk Mine (23 mi.), N.E. 
3 mi. to Gulliday Well (dry). Climb Black Butte Sat. 
p.m., camp here Sat. night. Bring wood, water. Sun. 
8:00 a.m. retrace road east to point south of Chucka- 
walla Peak (qualifying), 14.9 mi. from U.S. 60-70, 
climb peak. Driving: 450 mi. Hiking: 5 and 8. Leader: 
SIINA MELTS. Asst.: HARRY MELTS. Trans.: TRUDIE 
HUNT. 
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HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION 


Purpose: To encourage the climbing of peaks 
throughout Southern California; to preserve records, 
history and other information of these peaks; and to 
bring together those having this mutual interest. 
Peaks shall be over 5,000 feet, south of the Tehachapi 
Pass and west of the desert basins. 


Membership is open to all members of the Sierra 
Club. Qualifications: 25 of listed "peaks. Contact 
committee for information. 


Rosalind Underwood (Ch.) 


Bill Utterback (V. Ch.) Mary Keck 
Dorothy Cutler. (Sec.-Treas.) Bob Marshall 
Irene Charnock © Dick Worsfold 
FEB. 20-21 SAT.-SUN. 100 — 


Whale Mtn. (5340'), Granite Mtn. No. 2 (5633'): 
These are two rarely scheduled 100 Peaks, one easy, 
the other a little harder. Saturday, drive south from 
Scissors Crossing (junction of Cal. 78 and San Felipe 


. Valley Rd.). Just south of the state park boundary 


marker, turn left 6 miles to a dry campground. This 
road is not bad, but a steep pitch here will stop some 
cars. leaving campground at 10:00 a.m. we will cara- 
van to saddle and climb the easy slopes to the summit 
of Whale. Sunday, meet at Scissors Crossing at 8:00 
a.m. We will caravan to the starting point and climb 
the steep north slope of Granite. Hiking 8 miles Sat., 


‘12 miles Sunday. Driving 350 miles. Leader: ANDY 


SMATKO. Asst.: FREDE JENSEN. 


MARCH 5-6 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 


Coahuilla Mtn. (5624'), Little Coahuilla (5024), 
Thomas Mtn. (6812'): This team of leaders is schedul- 
ing more rarely climbed peaks. Meet at Anza P.O. at 
8:00 a.m. Sat., where we will caravan as high as pos- 
sible on the saddle between these peaks. Camp will 
be made somewhere in this area that night; bring wood 
and water. Sunday, drive to starting point on Pines- 
to-Palms Highway, near Hemet Reservoir. Climbing 
about 10 miles each day, driving 270 miles. Leader: 
FREDE JENSEN. Asst.: ANDY SMATKO. 


— pid 2 weeks latfev 


| JULY 24 SUN. 100 PEAKS — 
Wright Mtn. (8500'), Pine Mtn. (9642'), Dawson Pk. 
(9551'), Mt. San Antonio (10,059): Climb them all, 
then meet local hikers on Baldy and brag about it! 
Camp Sat. night at Guffy, then caravan to start early 
Sunday morning. Long, trailless, roller coaster ridge; 
you may want two canteens. Turn south from Angeles 
Crest at Blue Ridge (top of descent to Big Pines) and 
follow arrows (up by 4:00 p.m.). Driving 140 miles. 
Hiking 8 miles. Gross gain 4700’. Leader: BOB 
MARSHALL. Asst.: HARRY SUTHERLAND. 


OCT. 30 SUN. 100 PEAKS 


Mt. San Antonio (10,059) —7:00 a.m.: Our last sched- 
uled climb of Baldy was burned out, so we'll try again 
by an even rougher and more interesting route—Bear 
Canyon. Meet in parking lot on west side of road just 
south of ranger station and school at town of Mt. 
Baldy. Possible temperature extremes and no water. 
Driving 100 miles. Hiking 16 miles. Gross gain 
6,000 feet. Leader: BOB MARSHALL. Asst. BOB 
CARNIE. Trans.: MARIAN TROOP. 


" d 


‘Trans.: BEA WHEELOCK 


FEB. 20-22 SAT-MON. DESERT PEAKS 


Grapevine Peak (8705') and Wahguye Peak (8590') 
—12:00 noon.: These neighboring peaks are the high 
points of the Grapevine Range on the N.E. boundary 
of Death Valley. Camp and climb in beautiful juniper- 
pinyon forest; trailless but easy hike. Meet at ghost 
town, Rhyolite, for lunch Sat., caravan to campsite. 
Bring water. Climb peaks Sun. Driving: 600 mi. 
Hiking: Grapevine 8; Wahguye, 5 mi. Leader: BOB 
BEAR. Asst. and Trans.: JERRY ZAGORITES. 


MARCH 5-6 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Pahrump Peak (5740')—3:00 p.m.: This is the first 
scheduled climb of this new DPS qualifying peak in 
the rugged Nopah Range. Meet in Shoshone on Cal. 
127 Sat. 3 p.m. and caravan to our campsite in 
Chicago Valley. Latecomers: drive east on paved rd. 
towards Pahrump for 5 mi., turn right on desert rd. 
3.7 mi. fo campsite. Arrows will be posted. There is 
no "pah", so bring water, also firewood. Sun. 8:00 
a.m. climb peak. Hiking 8 mi., 3200 elev. gain. Driv- 
ing: 550 mi. Leaders: HARRY and SIINA MELTS. 


. 
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MARCH 19-20 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Rabbit Peak (6666')—9:30 a.m.: Meet junction U.S. 
99 and 74th Ave., 15V, mi. so. of Indio for 2 mi. 
caravan. Knapsack 6 mi. to waterless campsite. Sun. 
climb peak, picking up packs on return (c.12 mi.) 
Strenuous, mostly trailless. Those wishing to make the 
nearly 7000 ft. climb in one day should meet on U.S. 
99 junction-at 4:00 a.m. Sun. Carry at least 2 qts. 
water, flashlight. Leader for 2 day trip: PETER HUNT. 
Asst. JAY DAVIS. Leader for one day: JOHN BAU- 
MAN. Asst. and Trans.: CLIFF MYERS. 


APRIL 2-3 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Pilot's Knob (5412'), ‘Searles Peak" (5578') —9:30. 


a.m.: Both are in restricted area and should be climb- 
ed only on weekends due to firing schedules of NOTS 
and George Air Base. Clearance essential. Meet 9:30 
a.m. at ‘Wagon wheel" cafe, approx. 15 mi. no. of 
Red Mt. on Trona-Randsburg Dr. Drive 22 mi. to 
Granite Wells; climb Pilot Knob.  Latecomers check 
with Wagon Wheel for campsite % mi. from there in 
boulders. Sun. 7:30 a.m. meet at Wagon Wheel, cara- 
van 14 mi. to Layton canyon (4 mi. of 4 wheel drive 
rd.). Climb Searles Pk. from no. No water. Lug soles 
required. Hiking: Sat. 3 mi., 1500 ft. gain; Sun. 8 mi., 
2500 ft. gain. Driving: 400 mi. Leaders: POLLY CON- 
NABLE and VIRGIL LEWIS. Campfire entertainment: 
JOAN LEIPNIK. Trans.: WALT WHEELOCK. 


APRIL 23-24 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Tucki Mt. (Panamints, 6732') —10:00 a.m.: This greatly 


eroded mountain above. Stovepipe Wells offers fantastic 


LEADERS: FREDA WALRRECHT & 
ALPA VAN PAPPELEM DAM 


MAY 7-8 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Paiute Monument (8412) and Waucoba Pk.—7:00 a.m.: 
Meet 7 a.m. Sat. in Independence. Convoy to road- 
head. Climb Paiute Monument Sat. for easy one day 
10 mi. hike. Late Sat. caravan to Whippoorwill Flats 
below east face of Waucoba. Sun. climb Waucoba; 
hiking 8 mi. with 4,500 ft. elev. gain. Driving: 600 
miles. Leader: GRAHAM STEPHENSON. Asst.: BOB 
BOYD. 









DEC. 10-11 SAT..-SUN. 100 rm 


Beauty Mtn. (5547'), Combs Pk. (6193'): Camp Sat. 
at Oak Grove for 8:00 a.m. start Sun. We drive in 
far as conditions permit, then climb, mostly old mine 
roads, to a view-rich summit. For anyone interested a 
leader will be at Oak Grove 8:00 a.m. Sat. to tackle 
nearby Combs Pk. (hiking 12 miles). Leave U.S. 395 
just past Temecula (40 miles south of Riverside) on 
Hwy.. 71 which later becomes Hwy. 79. Oak Grove 
is 40 miles from Temecula. Driving 250 miles. Hiking 
(Beauty only) 8 to 12 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBIN- 
SON. and BILL UTTERBACK. Trans.: BEF 


Assisted Cams, didnt do Beart y. 





MAY 28-30 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 
Toiyabe (Arc) Dome (11,775'): One of central Ne- 
vada's interesting “humid islands" in the desert. On 
U.S. 6, 5.6 miles east of Tonopah turn left on Nevada 
8A toward Austin. Go 62.1 mi. then turn left on dirt 
road at two oil drums. Follow arrows 3.9 miles to 
campsite in canyon. Climb peak Sun. very early morn- 
ing start. Hiking 20 mi., some probably in snow, 6000 
ft. elev. gain. Fill tanks in Tonopah. Wood and water 
at campsite. Driving 900 mi. Those interested in climb- 
ing Mt. Jefferson 11,807' in nearby Toquima Range 
on Sat. contact leader. Leader: RALPH MERTEN. Asst.: 
POLLY CONNABLE. Trans.: ESTHER MERTEN. 


UNE 11-12 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS SECTION 
telescope Peak (11,045'): Warm below, cool above. 
Incomparable views of the highest and lowest spots 
in the ''48". Good trail-ideal for beginners! We'd 
like to have you. Camp Sat. nite Mahogany Flats 
(8700'). Bring water. Enter Death Valley Nat'l 
Monument via Wildrose Canyon off Hiway 212. Con- 
tinue up Wildrose Canyon past Charcoal Kilns to 


~ campsite. If your car can't make steep grade in last 


mile, park at Thorndyke's (green cabins) and hike 
rest of way. Rescue vehicles will transport your gear. 
Hiking: 14 miles Sunday. Driving: 500 miles. Leader: 
ROBERT O. GREENAWALT. Asst. Leader: HUGH R. 
PARSHALL. Trans.: MARTA BARKER. 


AUG. 20-21 SAT.-SUN. NATURAL SCIENCE 

& DESERT PEAKS 

Bristelcone Pine Ancient Forest and Reed's Flat Mt. 
(11,033'): Visit the oldest living things, and climb 
a neighboring peak in the White Mountains, east of 
Big Pine. Rendevous at turn-off on summit of West- 
gard Pass, 8:00 a.m., Sat. Caravan up narrow, steep, 
unimproved road to new campground at Reed's Flat. 
Have brakes, motor, and cooling system of car in top 
condition. Last gas at Big Pine. Dry camp. Driving 
600 miles, hiking 1 mile to oldest tree, 6 miles to 
peak. Leader: BOB BEAR.  Asst.: DORIS HAWK. 
Trans.: ANNE GOULD. i 





OCT. 1-2 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Boundary Pk. (13,145') and Mt. Montgomery 
(13,465'): For the first time in 2% years, we are 
scheduling these spectacular peaks. Mt. Montgomery 
is the northernmost emblem peak and Boundary Peak 
is the highest mountain in Nevada. Drive east from 
Big Pine over Westgaard Pass, north on Nevada 3A 
through Dyer to Fish Valley Highway Maint. Station. 
Meet at 11:30 a.m. Sat. to caravan 9 miles up Trail 
Canyon. An easy 4 mile backpack on Sat. Carry 
drinking water. Climb peaks Sunday, Class 2, lug soles 
required, about 4500’ gain and 12 mile trip. Driving: 
700 miles. Leader: CLIFF MYERS. Asst.: BILL UTTER- 
BACK. Trans.: BEA WHEELOCK, | 













OCT. 29-30 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Mt. Inyo (11,107): This newest DPS Emblem Peak 
on the crest of the Inyos offers a tremendous view of 
the Sierra crest across the Owens Valley. The climb 
is strenuous and mostly waterless, so bring three can- 
teens. Meet in center of Lone Pine 7:00 a.m. Satur- 
day; caravan over rough dirt roads to start of climb. 
Backpack 4000' to waterless campsite Sat., climb peak 
and return to cars Sunday. Peak-baggers can get 
Keynot (11,101) also, if in good shape. Hiking 
16 miles (22 with Keynot). Driving 430 miles. 
leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and TOM AMNEUS. 
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NOV. 12-13 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Old Woman Mtn. (5326') —8:00 a.m.: Drive U.S. 66 
approx. 25 miles past Amboy. Turn right (SE) at 
Danby turnoff and drive about 1% miles to railroad. 
Immediately after crossing RR tracks turn right (south) 
and follow good desert road for about 7 miles to 
Caronate Gulch turnoff. Turn left (east) and follow 
rough desert road 6 miles to campsite. Arrows will be 
posted early Saturday morning for those wishing to , 
come early and enjoy interesting rock area or hike to 
Carbonate Peak. This is first scheduled DPS trip into 
this area. No wood or water. Sunday climb Old 
Woman Mtn. 2400' elevation gain, Class 2. Leader: 
ALDEN SORBO. Asst.: DAN CUMMINGS. - 





NOV. 24-27 THURS.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Carrizo Canyon, Laguna Salada, Baja, Calif.—12:00 
Thursday: Meet at 12:00 for picnic near foot of grade, 
18 miles west of Mexicali on Mexico Federal Highway 
2 toward Tijuana. Cardvan at 1:00 p.m. to Carrizo 
Canyon (some sandy driving). Backpack 2 miles on 
road or hitchhike with 4-wheel drives to fine campsite 
(wood and water). Climb to Sierra De Juarez rim, 
search for Indian campsites and relics. Possible side 
trips include exploratory trip to large Tahoe canyon, 
swims at Guadalupe canyon hot springs, climb of 
DPS qualifying Risco Peak. Contact leaders TOM and 
TRUDIE HUNT, BOB BOYD. 





DEC. 10 SAT. DESERT PEAKS 
Palen Mtn. (3851)—8:00 a.m.: Exploratory trip. This 
is the first scheduled trip to a possible qualifying 
peak. Good views of the Big Maria and Coxcomb 
ranges. Meet 8:00 a.m. at road junction 18 miles 
NW of Blythe on road to Midland. Hiking 10 miles, 
elevation gain 3000’. Driving 500 miles. Bring water 
and wood. This peak is scheduled as a one-day 
Saturday hike to test popularity of Saturday hikes. 
Camp in area Saturday night, further explore region 
Sunday or enjoy leisurely trip home. Leader: AL 
DAGEFORDE. Asst.: BUD HANSON. 


DEC. 31-JAN. 2 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 


Dry Mountain — (8726’): This dominating peak in 
the Last Chance Range just outside Death Valley 
Monument offers magnificent views of the desert far 
below. We join the Campers in Saline Valley and on 
Sunday caravan to base of this qualifying peak for 
a New Year's Day ascent. Hike approx. 10 miles. 
Leader: ROBERT O. GREENAWALT. Asst.: HUGH R. 
PARSHALL. 
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am, driving home before the rain began. 
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MOPAH PEAK 
--Bill Sanders 


In contrast to the last sched- 
uled attempt on Mopah, the weather 
was ideal this time for the 23 
DPSers who started out for this 
impressive volcanic plug. The ap- 
pearance of this peak would lead 
one to expect several technical 
climbing pitches before reaching 
the summit. However, only two 
short pitches which most consid- 
ered to be third-class were en- 
countered, and all reached the 
summit. 


The party returned to the cars 
by 1:00 p.m., expecting an early 
return to Los Angeles.  Tnen fol- 
lowed two anxious hours when it 
Was learned that one person had 
not returned. Our suspicion that 
the missing person had taken the 
wrong canyon proved to be correct, 
At one point during this period, I 
was tempted to turn to assistant 
leader Peter Hunt and say, " Peter, 
Hunt!" This incident points to 
the necessity for leaders to in- 
Sist that their party stay to- 
gether. 8 

X ee‏ د & عد د 
NEW YORK MOUNTAIN (7,445: (‏ 
--Maurine Myers‏ 


Sunday, January 10, dawned 
bright and clear for the twelve 
climbers at the campsite northeast 
of Route 66, who were preparing to 
ascend New York Mountain. John 

1 was leading the first 
scheduled climb since this moun- 
tain had been added to the Desert 
Peaks list. 


AS the nikers started up the - 
canyon, the clouds began to threat- 
en. AS we neared the summit, we 
came to an interesting third-class 
pitch and the climbers were belayed 
up. Frost formed on the hair of 
the belayer as he worked. A choke- 
Stone blocked the passage on up to 
the summit. The smaller climbers 
squeezed under the stone, but Harry 
Melts was forced to climb over it. 


Momentary glimpses of the desert 
were afforded from the summit as 
tne clouds cleared, then closed in 
again. Everyone who started ar- 
rived at the summit successfully. 
It was their sixth Desert Peak for 
two of the climbers, Dan Cummings 
and Bill Utterback. 


After a shorter than usual rest, 
we clambered down and headed for 
the cars. We were well on our way 
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--Walt Wheelock 
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New Year's week end found not 
only Desert Peakers, but climbers 
of all of the other sections, as- 
sembled in the Kofa Game Refuge. 
Saturday morning, Peter Hunt 
aroused us to a 20-degree dawn 
for Kofa. A sprinkling of icy 
snow made it a "real slick" climb. 
Some forty reached the roof of 
the summit block. 


We moved on to the Castle Dome 
mine for the next night's camp, a 
much warmer spot. Sunday, a small- 
er group climbed around and up the 
Dome and, with the aid of a little 
rope and much verbal belaying, 19 
looked down from the ramparts of 
the Castle, : 


Bob Bear, our leader, decided 
to lead by remote control from Old 
Mexico, so Peter Hunt took over, 
While Trudie brought most of us up 
at the rear, 
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Saturday, February 20, seventeen 
climbers started along the road 
from the campsite to the saddle 
north of Whale Peak (between Whale 
and Pinyon Mtn.). Heading directly 
south (the peak is not visible from 
either the campsite or the saddle), 
it was necessary to climb over one 
high intervening ridge, from which 
the peak was visible, about 3/4 
mile to the south. No problem in 
route finding, but there are two 
rocky summits about 100 yards 
apart. The furthest east contains 
the register and may be an inch 
higher. Fourteen made the summit, 
On returning to camp, we picked up 
four more, who had climbed Pinyon 
Mtn. and were to join us on Granite 
the next day. 

Early Sunday morning, seventeen 
climbers started up the dirt road 
north of Granite, and the most 
prominent ridge leading up to the 
summit ridge just east of the peak 
was climbed. Patchy snow was en- 
countered, but warm rocky summit 
blocks and a bright day with good 
visibility even to the ocean glad- 
dened the spirits of the seventeen 
who made the summit. At least a 
dozen "Hundred Peaks" were visible 
from the summit of Granite. 
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"FRIED RABBIT" 
--Peter Hunt 


After 12 Desert Peakers reached 
the top of Rabbit Peak on March 20, 
it was thought the peak should be 
renamed. The new name, "Fried 
Rabbit," would have been an appro- 
priate name for our ascent. Need- 
less to say, the trip was quite HOT. 

Saturday morning and afternoon 
were spent backpacking to a dry 
campsite on the Salton Sea side of 
the mountain, On Sunday, we tried 
to beat the heat by getting up and 
on our way to the peak early in the 
morning. We made the top by ten 
o'clock. 

On the way down, we met one lone 
climber, who was the only remaining 
one of the five persons who set out 
to-climb the peak in one day. The 
rest of the way was uneventful ex- 
cept for a few of us who experi- 
mented with eating cactus after 
our water supply was gone. We all 
agreed that we fried on Rabbit. 


PAHRUMP PEAK 
--Roger Schmeeckle 


Harry Melts led 21 climbers to 
the top of Pahrump Peak on Sunday, 
March 6, An excellent view was ob- 
tained, extending from Charleston 
Peak in Nevada to the Panamint Range 
The ridge to the top provided inter- 
esting climbing for most, and enough 
exposure to force at least one climb 
er (?) onto all fours. 

The party, which camped the night 
before in Chicago Valley, included 
Ski casualties Bud Bingham and Sy 
Ossofsky, who can be kept off their 
feet but not at home on a week end. 

"Pahrump" is a Paiute word mean- 
ing water-stone. The water was not 
discovered. The trip required ap- 
proximately five hours, 


COAHUILLA, LITTLE COAHUILLA, THOMAS 
(Extras: Rouse Hill, Beauty Mtn.) 


--Frede Jensen 


Saturday morning, March 5, a 
crowd of 13 100 Peakers gathered at 
the Coahuilla Saddle, from which 
Coahuilla Mtn. was climbed via a 
good trail, and excellent views of 
the San Jacinto area were enjoyed 
from the summit, To the northwest, 
Little Coahuilla Mtn. arose from an 
ocean of brush. This peak, next on 
our agenda, was reached via a road, 
brushy ridges, and a severe bush- 
whack on the north slope. 

On Sunday, Thomas Mtn. was ap- 
proached from the southwest, where 
a dirt road took us all the way up 
the ridge and to within about one- 
half mile of the summit. The party 
of seven hiked through snow to the 


peak and tried to use up extra en- 


ergy by elimbing the lookout tower. 
Finally, it was decided to add an 
ascent of Rouse Hill as an extra 
bonus, and four eager hikers climbed 
Beauty Mtn. via Chihuahua Valley, 
before the day was over.  ć di | 
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SIERRA PEAKS 
A snow climb of Mt. P 
(12,591') on the main crest opened 

the High Sierra season April 30- 
May 1 for the SPS. Fourteen climb- 
ers reached the summit from a camp 
at the 10,000-foot level of Arm- 
strong Canyon, northwest of Inde- 
pendence. Led by Graham Stephen- 
son and John Robinson, the party 
backpacked 4,500 feet in 4-1/2 
hours Saturday to the timberline 
camp. Two climbers attempted 
Colosseum Mountain (12,473') that 
afternoon, but fell short of their 
goal because of a heavy coating 
of powder snow. The trip was made 
during a lull between storms, and 
a relatively mild 26-degree mini- 
mum was recorded Sunday morning. 

Snow and rain forced cancella- 
tion of the previous weekend's Z 
backpack to Taylor Dome (8783!) 
in the Southern Sierra. Leader 
John Robinson told the 25 Sierrans 
who turned out for the trip that 
he would try to reschedule it in 
the fall. 

Fair weather was experienced 
on the section's two other outings 
in April. Nine persons, including 
Chuck and Mary Ann Miller of Car- 
michael, participated in Miles and 
Maureen Brubacher's exploration 
of the Santa Lucia Range near Mor- 
ro Bay. Sixteen persons, most of 
them newcomers, joined leaders 
Jerry Keating and Ted Maier for 
ascents of Scodie Mountain (7290'), 
Sorrell Peak (7702'), and Piute 
Peak (8432!) south of the Walker 
Pass highway. The latter trip was 
marred when Bill and Betty Crook- 
ston's camper truck broke down 
miles from the nearest garage. 

Monthly meetings of the SPS 
shift to Lemon Grove Playground 
auditorium starting Wednesday, 
June 8. Anyone interested in the 
SPS program is invited to attend, 






ANC 
HAKS 
--Al Finney 


SIERRA P 

A somewhat meager supply of snow 
failed to daunt SPSers during the month 
of May as the spring climbing schedule 
drew to a close with two well-attended 
trips. The first of these, Mt. Gayley, 
attracted 24 hikers into the majestic 
Palisade area on May 14-15. A Memo- 
rial weekend combination trip, which 
featured climbing, hiking, and car 
camping, concluded the spring activi- 
ties, with an impressive total of 66 
gathering in the Mt. Whitney area. 

The popular Palisades Glacier was 
the scene of a successful snow climb of 
Mt. Gayley, which is located adjacent 
to such famous neighbors as Mt. Sill 
and North Palisade. Embarking from 
Glacier Lodge and led by Bill Saunders 


and Lothar Kolbig, the climbers hiked 


to their campsite below the Palisade 
Glacier on May 14. Several of the more 
adventuresome accomplished an ascent 
of spectacular Temple Crag, while the 
main party settled in camp just in time 
to experience a mild snowfall. On Sun- 
day a group of 19 ascended Mt. Gayley 
and were treated to an excellent pano- 
rama of the Palisades as well as some 
excellent glissades, performed during 
the descent to camp. 

Several seasons have gone by since 
the section has seen so large a turnout 
as on the Memorial weekend trip into 
Meysan Lakes. A total of 53 back- 
packed up to the base camp from which 
all of the climbing objectives could be 
seen. An additional 13 persons partici- 
pated in a car camp at Whitney Portal, 
thus swelling the total attendance to 66. 
The trip's over-all leader was Bob Bear, 
assisted by Chuck Gerckens, Tom and 
Trudie Hunt, and John Delmonte, with 
Emily Bear as hostess of the car camp. 


For those camping at Meysan Lakes, 
the weekend featured numerous oppor- 
tunities to climb peaks, either singly or 
in combination. The first group endeavor 
was a Climb of Lone Pine Peak on Satur- 
day, May 28. Sunday saw another group 
ascend LeConte over some excellent 
third-class pitches. Mt. Mallory and 
Mt. Irvine were also targets on Sunday, 
with several of the party attaining all 
three summits in one day. Four, led by 
Chuck Gerckens, climbed Mt. Irvine on 
Monday, on which Jack Lewis suffered a 
painful but not serious ice-axe injury to 
his leg. Return to Whitney Portal and 
an early drive home for most marked 
the conclusion of this very successful 
trip. EP rac o ET 
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SIERRA PEAKS 


--Jerry Keating 


Camping at just below 13,000 feet may 
not be the answer to the ideal holiday, but 
3l Sierrans found the experience reward- 
ing over the Fourth of July because it led 
to an ascent of Mt. Darwin, a 13, 830-foot 
emblem peak rising above Evolution Basin. 

Led by Lothar Kolbig, the party back- 
packed to barren Lamarck Col Saturday 
and endured subfreezing weather before 
beginning the ascent at 6:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Fixed ropes were installed in the couloir 
connecting the Darwin glacier and the sum- 
mit ridge, allowing everyone to make the 
summit without technical difficulty. The 
return to camp was marked by a three- 
hour hail and lightning storm. 

Plans to climb Mt. Mendel (13, 691') 
were abandoned Monday because of un- 
certain weather and the strain of Mt. 
Darwin. However, a dozen or so climb- 
ers scrambled up Mt. Lamarck (13, 417') 
before returning to the cars at North 
Lake. 

The three scheduled trips in June met 
with favorable weather, and all but one 
Summit was reached. Sentinel Dome 
(9,127'), which was the goal of an explor- 
atory trip on June 18-19, proved too re- 
mote for a weekend excursion. However, 
the party headed by Dick Mosley and 
Chuck Gerckens did climb Mitchell Peak 
(10, 375"). 

Alta Peak (11, 211'), led by Izzy Lieber- 
man and Lee Owings, provided a pleasant 
backpack through Sequoia National Park 
country on June 25-28, while a climb of 
Sirretta Peak (9, 938'), led by Tom Am- 
neus and Monroe Levy, attracted 54 sum- 
mit climbers on June 11-12 in connection 
with the Kern Plateau conservation outing. 
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Old favorites mixed with several 
seldom-climbed peaks highlighted the 
SPS schedule during the July and Aug- 
ust months. The section acquired new 
members and also said a fond and, it 
is hoped, temporary goodbye to two of 
its climbing veterans during this period 

Mt. Darwin was the lead-off climb 
during the month of July, with Lothar 
Kolbig leading the rugged trek over 
Lamarck Col and into the Darwin basin. 
Assistant leader on this, one of the 
most interesting emblem peaks, was 
Harry Melts. 

Section chairman Jerry Keating led 
13 unsuperstitious climbers into the 
McGee Creek area on August 6-7, with 
Red Slate Mountain as the principal ob- 
jective. After reaching base camp on 
Saturday afternoon, four ambitious 
climbers ascended the formidable ap- 
pearing slopes of Red and White Mtn. 
This conquest was achieved by two 
groups of climbers on different routes, 
On Sunday, Jerry Keating and Monroe 
Levy led the main group to the summit 
of Red Slate. 

. Mt. Ritter, another favorite emblem 
peak, was the target for 34 SPSers on 
August 27-28. Led by John Robinson, 
the group knapsacked into picturesque 
Lake Ediza, from which point eleven 
stalwarts attained the summit of Ban- 
ner the same afternoon. On the follow- 
ing day, a traffic jam ensued on the 
summit of Ritter as thirty climbers 
earned another emblem peak. 

One of the highlights of the summe 
season was the Labor Day weekend 
trip led by Andy Smatko. Objective of 
this expedition was the remote and in- 
accessible slopes of Mt. Clarence King 
in the Sixty Lakes Basin. Departing 
from Onion Valley on Saturday morn- 
ing, a group of thirteen labored to the 
top of Kearsarge Pass amid the rum- 
blings of a gathering storm. After the 
party left Kearsarge Pass and began a 
descent over Dragon Col, the elements 
became even more unpleasant, with 
rain, hail and fog all served up at one 
time or another during the first day of 
hiking. In spite of these difficulties, 
the group made its way successfully 
to Rae Lakes, at which point the first 
night'S camp was established. Sunday 
ten climbers made a successful ascent 
of Mt. Clarence King, which offered 
several interesting third and fourth- 
class pitches. The trek back to Onion 
Valley was accomplished late Monday 
in sunny weather which was in marked 
contrast to that of two days before. —— — 
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rey i f ath ranges that Chester Versteeg, well-known mountaineer and 
uc» long-time member of the Sierra Club, developed the idea 
ify SEEN DRE YS BEN ¥ that led to the organization, in 194§, of the Desert Peaks 
Section i in ithe ARETE Chapter of the Sierra Club. The purpose of the new organiza- 
tion was to promote more interest in the desert ranges of the Southwest as a climbing 
and exploring area. 

Although desert climbing, for the most part, is non-technical in character - 
mainly walking and rock scrambling - it is nevertheless an interesting and reward- 
ing mountaineering activity that can be enjoyed during the cooler months, from late 
fall to the late spring, when the High Sierra country is still in the grip of winter. 

By 1947 a list of "qualifying peaks" was compiled. It is stated in the bylaws that 
any Sierra Club member may qualify for membership in the Section by climbing any 
Six peaks on this list. In the same year, an emblem pin, designed by Parker Sever- 
son, was adopted as the official emblem of the Section. Any member climbing 15 
peaks on the qualifying list, including Telescope Peak in the Panamint Range, New 
York Butte in the Inyo Range, Mt. Montgomery in the White Mountains, Rabbit Peak 
in the Santa Rosa Range, and Kofa Peak in the Kofa Range, has earned ‘the right to 
wear the pin (as well as pay for it!). 

The year 1947 also saw work start on a proposed Guide to the Desert Peaks of the 
Southwest, with Henry Greenhood in charge of the project. -The first step was to 
compile a comprehensive list of all the important desert peaks and ranges, together 
with elevations and locations. In January of 1951, the first edition of the Guide was 
issued in mimeographed form by Bill and Margaret Henderson. Since then, new 
material has been added from time to time as more desert climbs were scouted. 

é new, enlarged edition of the Guide is presently being prepared underthe direction 
of Walt Wheelock. 

As membership in the Section continued to grow, activities expanded into adjoin- 
ing states and Mexico. Climbing trips ranged from the rugged pinnacles of the San 
Pedro Martir in Mexico to Boundary Peak and Wneeler Peak in Nevada, and east- 
Ward to the volcanic summits of the San Francisco Peaks in Arizona. Between these 
widely separated points in the Southwest are many interesting peaks and ranges, scat- 
tered over the Colorado and Mojave Deserts, most of which have been explored and 
climbed by the DPS. 

In May 1948, the section held its first triennial dinner at the Hollywood Athletic 
Club. This gala affair was to continue every three years, always attracting a large 
attendance of desert enthusiasts. 

Over the years, numerous magazine and newspaper articles have described the 
many interesting trips made by the DPS to various places of the Southwest. Trans- 
portion on these trips is usually by private car on a share-expense basis. Chartered 
buses are sometimes used to distant places and have proved to be a popular means 
of transportation. Some trips lead into rugged terrain where a jeep is about the only 
practical means of access. 

A great deal of valuable experience has been gained in the ways of the desert, 
and how to live with it under various conditions. Along with this has grown a greater 
understanding of and appreciation for the things the desert has to offer as a wilder- 
ness recreation land. It is for this reason that the Desert Peaks Section actively 
lends its support to measures and ideas designed to protect and preserve the unique 
wilderness character of certain portions of our remaining unspoiled deserts. 





MR. PEAKBAGGER: 


Frede Jensen has returned to Norway 
after 2-1/2 years as an exchange teacher 
of French at U. C. L. A. Heis believedto 


be our champion peakbagger. In 2-1/2 
years,he climbed 292 peaks - 103 Sierra 
Peaks, 150 Hundred Peaks, and 39 Desert 
P T Peaks. Ii 
© 

miles to Mirror Lake was found to be 

correct, but from there on the values 





were overrated. The accurate measure- 


ment to the summit is now 10. 6 miles - 

quite a blow to those of us who have al- 

ways believed it must be much farther 
b. than the posted mileage: 


It was while climbing the high points of the various desert 


Wow: avares 
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--Walt Wheelock 


The first annual Mt. Whitney mara- 
thon, sponsored by the Southern Inyo 
Chamber of Commerce, was held on 
September 7. 

Until recent years, any time less 
than six hours to the summit was usual- 
ly claimed by the speedster as a "new 
record." Bob Lee and his wife, Jerri, 
physical culturists from Ridgecrest, » 
became interested in the possibility of 
establishing an official record. In 1955 
they made a dash to the summit in 5 
hours and 23 minutes. The following 
year, Bob set a men's round-trip record 
of 8 hours and 8 minutes, while Jerri's 
time was 9 hours and 42 minutes. In 
1957, the times were trimmed to 7:08 
and 8:22. This record stood until last 
year, only being challenged by Bob 
Gardner of Solvang, who reported a 
time of 6:55, but admitted that he cut 
switchbacks and made no attempt to stay 
on the established trail. In 1959, short- 
ly after Labor Day, two new times were 
posted. Allan C. Robinson, of Garden 
Grove, made a round trip in 5:12. 5, and 
Dick Lyons of Glendale came in a little 
later with a time of 5:37. These two 


Stanford students had spent the entire 


summer in the High Sierra and were in 
excellent condition. 

The Lees were determined to have 
one last fling at the record before re- 
tiring from competition. On September 
23, Bob Lee made the startling time of 
4:56:33. Two days later Jerri posted 
the women's time of 7:56:58. 

This year, 16 entries showed up at 
7:00 a. m. at the starting line, leaving 
Whitney Portal at five-minute intervals. 
Charles Calvin Hansen, 25, of Colorado 
Springs, winner of the Pike's Peak mar- 
athons of 1958 and 1959, won a clean-cut 
victory with a new time of 4:09:22. 5. 
Like Bob Lee, he is a professional 
physical culturist. The best woman's 
time, that of Katherine Heard, 59 years, 
women's winner of the 1959 Pike's Peak 
climb, was 9:45, far behind Jerri Lee's 


time of last year. Second women's place 
was taken by our own Polly Connable of 
Ridgecrest. Of the 16 entrants, 6 failed 
to make the summit, showing that, in 
Spite of these phenomenal times, Mt. 
Whitney is still a climb of major impor- 
tance. 

In preparation for this event, Bob and 
Jerri had spent several weekends this 
sümmer accurately measuring this trail 
with a surveyor's tape. The estimated 
one-way distance of 13 miles was found 
to be in error. The old distance of 4 
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--Jerry Keating 


It can't be done, they reasoned,-for the Sierra Nevada is too far and weekends are 
too short. But five years later the growth of the Sierra Peaks Section has dispelled 
all doubts as to brief but significant penetrations into the Range of Light. Since the 
group was conceived in the summer of 1955, it has attracted a total trip turnout in 
excess of 2,000 persons. 

Beginning in 1952, non-scheduled trips into the Sierra were conducted with in- 
creasing frequency by a small but enthusiastic band of climbers. Impetus was given 
this movement by the fact that the Desert Peaks Section scheduled an average of only 
three hikes a year into the Sierra. By 1955, the non-scheduled trips outnumbered 
Scheduled offerings about six to one. Such long-time Sierra enthusiasts as Frank 
Sanborn, Bob Sheller, Miles Brubacher, Barbara Lilley, Lee Owings, Owen Black-- 
burn, Frank Bressel, Pat Meixner (Gentry), Chuck Miller, John Robinson, and Bud 
Bingham decided the time was right to organize the SPS. Tu 

By the end of 1955, the SPS had 38 members, and monthly business meetings were 
being held in the Angeles Chapter headquarters. Sanborn served as the first chair- 
man and helped draft the first list of emblem and qualifying peaks, The qualifying 
peaks extended from Owens Peak in the Walker Pass area to the Lake Tahoe region. 
More recently, the addition of peaks between Tahoe and the: Feather River country 
has extended the list to the northern limits of the Sierra. : 

. In 1956, the SPS began its main function, that of Scheduling weekend knapsack or 
climbing trips into the Sierra. Early trips included Deer Mountain, Maggie Moun- 
tain, Mt. Gilbert, Trail Peak, Matterhorn Peak, Alta Peak, Mountaineer's Route on 
Mt. Whitney, Mt. Ritter, Goat Mountain, University Peak, Mt. Darwin, Mt, Irvine 
and Mt. Williamson. 

It was decided that November to begin publishing a newsletter. Roger Gaefcke 
suggested the name Sierra Echo, and the idea was adopted unanimously. The first 
editor was John Robinson. The publication now goes to more than 150 homes. 

Rapid expansion continued in 1957 under the chairmanship of Bud Bingham. An 
average of 26 persons turned out for each of the 18 outings that year. Most popular 
was Olancha. It attracted 61 climbers, 50 of whom made the top. The list of emblem 
peaks was expanded to 14 with the addition of Mt. Humphreys and North Palisade. 

Under the leadership of Chuck Miller, the SPS passed the 100-member mark in 
1958 and began to feel cramped in chapter headquarters. Early in 1959, under Bill 
Sanders, the SPS switched its meeting place to the Silver Lake Playground Clubhouse 
and began drawing up to 50 persons. A training program and revision of safety 
standards paved the way for three fourth-class climbs in the summer schedule--Mt. 
Winchell, Humphreys and North Pal. 

A better facility was sought in 1960, and in June the section moved into the new 
Lemon Grove Playground Auditorium, with J erry Keating serving as chairman. 

Eight committees--schedule, mountaineering, training, publications, publicity, 
social, anti-litter and membership--were set up to take care of the growing section, 
which by November 1 had reached 178 (54 of whom had earned emblems). 

The first honorary membership and emblem was presented last month to Norman 
Clyde, who pioneered hundreds of routes in the Sierra. The 7 9-year-old Clyde is 
regarded as a "living legend" by those who frequent the Sierra peaks. 

In addition to climbs and meetings, the SPS conducts an annual banquet in Decem- 
ber. Itis planning a party at Harwood Lodge next February to provide another oppor- 
tunity for climbers to compare notes about their conquests. 

One of the questions frequently considered by the five-member Management Com- 
mittee that runs the SPS is how long can the section continue to grow. The consensus 
is that as long as the popularity of the Sierra rises, the SPS will be assured of sus- 
tained interest. . 
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--Al Finney 


With the winter season beginning to 
make its presence felt in the high country, 
SPSers restricted their activities to more 
southerly climes during the month of Octo- 
ber. Two trips were scheduled, one of 
which was directed toward the Kern Pla- 
teau, while another had a Saw DANT local 
landmark as its target. 

Led by John Robinson and Andy Smatko, 
a group of 23 hikers braved threatening 
skies on October 8 to climb Taylor Dome 
in the Southern Sierra. Although sched- 
uled as a knapsack, the excellent develop- 
ment of the Brush Creek Road eliminated 
all but the last five miles of the climb. 
After negotiating the entire route in sun- 


shine, the party reached the summit of 


Taylor Dome on Saturday afternoon only 

to have a low cloud layer blank out all 

view of surrounding fall scenery. A 
campsite was established at Horse Camp 
Saturday night and the group left the area 
Sunday morning due to threatening weather. 

Mount San Jacinto was the objective of 
22 climbers October 22-23. Lee Owings 
and Ted Maier were leaders in this ven- 
ture which also scaled other peaks in the 
area, including Cornell, Folly, Marion 
and Jean. The San Jac weather, often 
uapredictable, was generally good during 
the expedition, 

New members of the section during Octo- 
ber include C. John Carroll, Charles House, 
Crystal Karstens, Thomas Limp, Genny 
Schumacher, and Alden Sorbo. Two new 
emblem holders were also registered inthe 
persons of John Carrolland Thomas Limp. 

A highlight of the Angeles Chapter An- 
nual Banquet was the presentation of an 
honorary membership and emblem to 
Norman Clyde. He was the first person 
so honored by the section. | 


.. Desert Peaks x 


MT. INYO 
--Walt Wheelock 
October 29 found the Desert Peakers 
making their second emblem peak climb 
of the '60-'61 season. Led by John Robin- 
son and pushed’ by Tom Amneus, 23 climb- 
ers struggled up a 5000-foot backpack to 
the overnight camp at the old minesite. 
Four peakbaggers dashed off to collect 
Mt. Keynot, while the rest enjoyed a lazy 
afternoon at the mine. An early snowfall 
was blessed by the campers, but damned 
by the Keynot climbers, who stated that 
ice axes are now needed on desert peaks. 
The next morning 22 made Mt. Inyo, 
including one-year-old Sandra Fitzwater, 
who climbed by "levitation" (actually a 
pack on her father's back). Steep, long 
scree slopes shortened the return time. 
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~-Walt Wheelock 


The first annual Desert Peaks party 
was held at Harwood Lodge on November 
19-20. 

After dinner, the annual meeting of 
the section was held, and officers for the 
coming year were elected. These are: 
Harry Melts, Chairman; John Robinson, 
Vice Chairman; Monroe Levy, Secretary- 
Treasurer; and Walt Wheelock, Member- 
at-Large. It was voted to continue the 
idea of the annual party. 

The meeting closed with Bankes Sever- 
son's beautiful pictures of the Four Corners 
country. 








CARRIZO CANYON, BAJA CALIFORNIA 
--Trudie Hunt 


To the west of the immense dry lake 
of the Laguna Salada, stretching atleast 
40 miles southand west of Mexicali, are 
numerous canyons filled unexpectedly 
with palms, Washingtoniana andthe rare 
blue palm known only to lower California, 
elephant trees in profusion, hot springs 
for bathing, and fresh, cold water for 
drinking. Everywhere is evidence of 
the presence in earlier times of the Pai- 
pai Indians and the Cucapahs, whose 
Shards, pots, arrowheads, trails, and 
mounds can be found by the observant. 
About 50 Sierra Clubbers spent a relax- 
ing, warm weekend, over the Thanks- 


giving holiday, in Guadalupe canyon and 
its northern neighbor, Carrizo, accessi- 
ble only to four-wheel drivers and skilled 
desert drivers like Bob Bear, Ralph Mer- 
ton, and Garver Light, assisted by con- 
siderable road rebuilding when high rocks 
and deep sand made passage difficult. 
All went well until Saturday evening, 
when high winds leveled tents, sent equip- 
ment flying, and rains sent ill-prepared 
backpackers into the nearest vehicle. 
The Hunts counted 10 intheir truck before 
self-defense sent them to the protection 
of friendly caves. Sunday dawned with 
more troubles: measles in one family, 
and a Buick with a dead battery which 
had to be pulled for miles until a straight 
sandy stretch permitted high speeds. As 
the Carrizo group headed home up the 
dry lake, frightening reports came from 
a Mexican group of a hiker injured and 
lost on Risco Peak at the head of Guada- 
lupe Canyon. Though four people had 
bivouacked inrain, winds and cold on 
the peak, all returned safely by noon of 
Sunday. 
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After a long and interesting season, 
the month of November saw the SPS com- 
plete its 1961 climbing schedule with an 
adventuresome trek into the southern 
Sierra. Election of officers and planning 
of the spring schedule rounded out Novem- 
ber activities. 

Originally scheduled as a backpack, 


' the last major trip of the season turned 
into an attempted summit dash by nine 


hardy climbers in the face of an early 
season storm. Object of the expedition 
was Cahoon Rock in Sequoia National 
Park. Arriving at the roadhead at 
Clough Cave on Saturday, November 5, 
the climbers chose to forego full knap- 
sacks in view of the threatened storm 
which appeared to be gathering. With 
Jerry Keating and Ted Maier in the lead, 
light summit packs were donned and an 
attempt was made to achieve Cahoon 
Rock which was approximately ten miles 
away. After six hours of climbing,three 
of the group attained the summit, which 
was covered by eight inches of snow, 
and immediately began a descent. The 
last persons reached the roadhead at 
1:00 p. m. in a driving rainstorm which 
had reduced the trail to slippery mud. 

On November 9, the Section announced 
its officers for the 1961 season. These 
are: George Shinno, Chairman; Lothar 
Kolbig, Vice Chairman; Jerry Keating, 
Secretary; Tom Amneus, Treasurer; and 
Bud Bingham, Alternate Officer. 

An interesting spring schedule was 
also generated this month by the Moun- 
taineering Committee. This will include 
such old favorites as University, Olancha, 
and Split, as well as Baxter, Colosseum, 
and Spanish Needle. Ice ax practice will 
be scheduled for Harwood on February 
29-26 and, as usual, is highly recom- 
mended for those who wish to participate 
in future climbs. 


SOUTHERN S/ERRAN 





--Jerry Keating 


Sierra Peakers are maintaining a busy 
pace despite the season. 

Approximately 50 persons gathered 
December 7 at the Switzerland Cafe for 
the section's fourth annual banquet. Peggy 
Sullivan's colorful slides of the Northwest 
were accompanied by a patter that would 
Shame Bob Hope, and master-of-ceremo- 
nies Ted Maier added further humor as 
he introduced the new and old officers. 
Arrangements for the evening were han- 
dled by Maureen Brubacher. 

The 1961 climbing season got off to 
an early start January 7-8 when Lamont 
and Owens Peaks, two qualifiers north 
of Walker Pass, were scaled. Leaders 
were Jerry Keating and Miles Brubacher. 

Next outing is scheduled February 26- 
27 when the section will give a party at 
Harwood Lodge and join mountaineering : 
training course participants in a snow 
climb of Mt. San Antonio. Lothar Kol- 
big is arranging the entertainment, and 
Mary Jane Maier is in charge of reser- 
vations. 

Chairman George Shinno this month 
announced three committee appointments. 
Veteran member John Robinson will han- 
dle the Mountaineering Committee, while 
Chuck Ballard will guide the Schedule 
Committee. Walt Wheelock will head 
the Publications Committee, which pub- 
lishes the bimonthly Sierra Echo. 

. Newest SPSer is David B. Hamren of 
Los Angeles. 
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PEAKS 


Congratulations to Ralph Shankland, 
who has just earned his Hundred Peaks 
emblem, and to Don Cubberley, age 10 
of Riverside, who expects to complete 
his 100 March 5. We also welcome as 
section members Jerry Keating, Robert 
Gregg, and Virgil and Gertrude Walker. 
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BEAUTY - COMBS VA 


The ascent of Combs Peak on Decem- 
ber 10 looked more like a Sierra Peaks 
trip than a Hundred Peaks jaunt, both 
from the personnel and the fast rate that 
Bill Utterback set. Following a fire road 
past Combs Camp, the final ridge was 
climbed through typical San Diego brush. 
The cold air and gathering storm clouds 
limited the lunch stop to minutes. As- 
sistant leader John Robinson led a trio 
of eager beavers to an afternoon climb 
of Japacha Peak. 

The clouds passed duringthe night, so we 
expected aneasy trip to the top of Beauty, 
but found the gate securely locked at Mitch- 
ell's Camp. Bill, with his usual winning 
ways, proved that Hundred Peakers are 
not so easily foiled, as he talked a care- 
taker into opening the way for the easy 
conquest of this rare peak. 
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JAN. 7-8 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Lamont Peak (7468'), Owens Peak (8475'): Off- 
season climbs of the two southernmost qualifying peaks 
suitable for those in reasonably good shape. Meet 
9:00 a.m. Sat. on Walker Pass highway 17 miles west 
of U.S. 6 for Lamont. Hiking 8 miles, gain 3000’. 
Meet 8:00 a.m. Sun. at Indian Wells Canyon road 
and U.S. 6 for Owens. Hiking 6 miles, gain 4000’. 
Driving 300 miles. Leaders and Trans.: JERRY KEAT- 
ING and MILES BRUBACHER. 





FEB. 25-26 SAT.-SUN. MTN. TRAINING 
SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. San Antonio (10,059'): Meet Sat. afternoon at 
Harwood Lodge for informal activities. Sat. night 
dinner (central commissary — see page 18 for fees) 
and entertainment. Sun. snow and ice practice and 
climb peak. Lug soles, ice axe and crampons manda- 
tory for summit climb. Bring own lunch. Hosts: 
LOTHAR and MYRTLE KOLBIG. Leaders: TED MAIER 
and GRAHAM STEPHENSON. Res. and Trans.: MARY 
JANE MAIER. 


MAR. 26 SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Spanish Needle Pk. (7,2700') — 8 a.m.: This one- 4Y 
climb will include one or two pitches of fourth class to 
get the spectacular and seldom climbed summit. Man- 
datory to contact a leader before attending. Meet at 
Homestead, about 50 mi. north of Mojave on U.S. 6. 
From there we will caravan over a dirt road to the 
roadhead. Hiking 10 mi. round trip, gain 4,000'. 
Driving 300 mi. Leaders and Trans.: BILL SANDERS 
and MILES BRUBACHER. : 


APRIL 1-2 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAK 
Sherman Pk. (9,974'] — 8 a.m.: Climb highest peak 
in southern Sierra Sat. via steep mining road and cross- 
country scrambling. Car camp Sat. night and decide 
around campfire what peak to climb Sun.; several 
good ones to choose from. Meet at Brush Creek road- 
head some 20 mi. north of Kernville Sat. Hiking 15 mi. 
Driving 380 mi. Leaders and Trans.: JOHN ROBIN- 
SON and ANDY SMATKO. 


— 





APRIL 15-16 SAT.-SUN. MTN. TRAINING 

SIERRA PEAKS 
University Pk. (13,588') — 9 a.m.: Meet Sat. at 
Onion Valley. Snow conditions at the time will govern 
itinerary. Ice axe practice Sat. afternoon. Climb Uni- 
versity Pk. Sun. lce axe, crampons and permission of 
the leaders required. A tent is advisable at this time 
of year. It will be one of the most beautiful climbs 
in the Sierra this year. Strenuous if snow soft. Driv- 
ing 450 mi. Leaders and Trans.: GRAHAM STEPHEN- 

SON and DON CLARKE. fana: | 


APRIL 22-23 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Kern Plateau and Jackass Meadows — 9 a.m.: An 
entirely new area for the SPS. Take the Nine Mile 
Canyon road from U.S. 6 and drive east to within 2 
mi. of Kennedy Meadows on the South Fork of the 
Kern River. Here a well posted, new oiled road pene- 
trates 9 mi. east into Fish Creek and Troy Meadows 
in the Kern Plateau region. Meet Sat. just east of the 





SIERRA PEAKS SECTION 


Purpose: To develop and expand interest and activ- 
ity of the Sierra Club membership in the Sierra Ne- 
vada Range. To promote weekend knapsack trips and 
mountain climbs in the Sierra Nevada, and to cul- 
tivate close comradeship among hikers and mountain- 
eers. To aid in the conservation and preservation 
of the wilderness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance 
of good trails and clean campsites, and the dissemina: 
tion of general knowledge concerning the range. 


Membership: A Sierra Club member becomes a 
section member by climbing any six peaks on the 
SPS qualifying list, subscribing to The Sierra Echo, and 
by submitting written application along with $1 sub- 
scription fee to the treasurer. Members must participate 
in at leas! one SPS activity each year to remain in 
good standing. Emblem status may be attained by 


, climbing 10 of 14 designated peaks. The section 


meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month at Lemon Grove Playground Auditorium, 4959 
Lemon Grove Ave. (at Hobart Blvd.). e لف‎ 

The SPS offers a variety of trips, ranging from easy 
one-day climbs, tc major ascents involving ice and 
snow or other techniques. Due to the length, elevation 
gain, or technical difficulty of many SPS outings, it is 
urged that newcomers condition themselves before at- 
tempting an SPS climb. A leader should be contacted 
before going on the first trip. 


George Shinno (Ch.) 


Lothar Kolbig (V. Ch.) Tom Amneus (Treas.) 
Jerry Keating (Sec.) Bud Bingham (Alt. Off.) 


Committee Chairmen 
Mountaineering ......------------+--+--++*="5 John Robinson 
650060 1 12 2 ب‎ Chuck Ballard 
Publications ممعم ممع ل ل لله لسع‎ Walt Wheelock _ 





Fish Creek bridge in the public campground. Weather 
and snow conditions permitting, be prepared for an 
easy gentle 4 mi. backpack into Jackass Meadow. 
This is an ideal trip for conditioning for the tougher 
section trips to come. Beginners and newcomers are 
encouraged to participate! Climbs not exceeding 1500’ 
gain will be announced at the community campfire 
Sat. evening. Driving about 370 mi. Leaders and 
Trans.: JERRY KEATING, TOM AMNEUS, and BUD 
BINGHAM. — ANC 





APRIL 29-30 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Olancha Pk. (12,135') — 8 a.m.: The best time of 
year to climb the southernmost SPS emblem peak and 
enjoy its snow-covered surroundings. Meet Sat. at 
Sears Pack Sta. after turning off U.S. 6-395 at Rich- 
field station 5% miles south of Olancha. Wood and 
water at campsite; bring warm sleeping gear, lug-soled 
boots. Hiking 18 mi., 12 with packs. Leaders: DICK 
JALL and MIKE RAUDENBUSH.  Trans.: CHARLOTTE 
PARSONS. _ -n 
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MAY 6-7 SAT.-SUN. 
Diamond Pk. (13,126') — 8 a.m.: A beautiful snow 
climb to a major peak on the Sierra crest. Ice axe and 
lug soles required. Meet at north edge of Inrepen- 
rence and caravan by car to Oak Creek roadhead. 
Backpack Sat. up Baxter Pass trail to camp at Summit 
Meadows; climb peak Sun. and return to cars. Hiking 
16 mi. Driving 460 mi. Leaders and Trans.: JOHN 


ROBINSON and ANDY SMATKO. 


MAY 20-21 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Colosseum Mtn. (12,473') and Mt. Baxter (13,125') 
— 7 a.m.: This is a Strenuous trip. Leaders must be 
contacted. Participants Must be in top shape. Meet 
at Division Crossing Powerhouse, turnoff for which is 
10.2 mi. N. of Independence. Backpack about 8 mi. 
to camp at Sawmill Lake Sat., drop packs and continue 
on over Sawmill Pass and climb Colosseum and back 
to camp. Sun., climb Baxter and back to cars. Eleva- 
tion gain Sat. 5,600' with packs and 2,400' without. 
Ice axe and lug soles mandatory. Crampons optional. 
Hiking estimate Sat. 15 mi. plus, Sun. 15 mi. Driving 
450 mi. Leaders and Trans.: ANDY SMATKO and 


UOHN ROBINSON, — ii nur s. 





MAY 27-28 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Split Mtn. (14,058') — 7 a.m.: Meet Sat. at Fish 
Springs turnoff on U.S. 6 about 20 mi. north of Inde- 
pendence. Cars to caravan over poor roads to the 
start of climb. Backpack nearly 8 mi. over abandoned 
trail to campsite at scenic Red Lake (10,500'). Strenu- 
ous! Sun., climb peak over 2nd to 3rd class route 
depending on snow conditions. Ice axe required, 
Driving 510 mi. Leaders and Trans.: ALDEN SORBO 
and LOTHAR KOLBIG. 


JUNE 10-11 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
McAdie (13,800) and Irvine (13,790). This will be 
a strenuous two day trip. Only those in good shape 
should plan to go. Probably camp at Consulation 
Lake, snow conditions permitting. 18 miles round 
trip with packs, no wood. Contact leader before trip. 
Leaders: AL SORBO and BILL HOUSEL. 





SIERRA Tm 


JULY 15-16 SAT.-SUN. ` SIERRA PEAKS û, 
Mts. Johnson and Gilbert — 8 a.m.: Meet at trail 
head at South Lake on South fork of Bishop Creek. 
Ice Ax and lug soles required. An easy back pack 
Sat. to Treasure Lakes. Eager Beavers will climb John- 
son Sat. This is the other half of the 2 part attack 
on this beautiful ridge. Hiking to camp 4 miles. Wood 
and water available. Leaders: GEORGE SHINNO and 
JERRY KEATING. . i E Mer 


JULY 29-30 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS i 


Rodger Pk. (12,978'), Mt. Davis (12,311') —8 a.m.: 
A lengthy trip into a beautiful mountain area. Meet 
af Agnew Meadows Pack Station Sat., backpack 7 
miles to camp at Thousand Island Lake. Mt. Davis 
will be climbed Sat. afternoon (4 mi., class 1). Sun. 
climb Rodger Pk (8 mi., class 3) and return to cars. 
Those climbing both peaks will log over 28 miles for 
weekend. Participants should be in good shape. Driv- 


‘ing 675 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and ANDY 


SMATKO. 3 57 


OCT. 21-22 SAT. — SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Smith Mtn. (9,532) Crag Pk. (9,555') —8:00 a.m.:This 
weekend we shall penetrate into the heart of the 
lofty Kern Plateau. Take the 9 Mile Canyon road from 
US 6 to, Kennedy Mdws., where we meet. We shall 
make use of a recently built access road to get us 
within striking distance of our Sat. objective, Smith 
Mtn. We car camp Sat. night at Kennedy Mdws., and 
Sun. hike via trail into park-like Clover Mdw. to 
climb Crag Pk. Hiking 12 mi. each day. Driving 370 


mi. Leaders: OBINSON, RON and CAROLYN 


Il didmtT ac, تاعفد‎ 
Bud Bins ham led for me- 


NOV. 11-12 SAT. — SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Homers Nose (9050) and Garfield Park, 8:00 a.m. 
Meet at Clough Cave Ranger Station on South Fork of 
Kaweah River. Turn off highway 198 onto South Fork 
Road just west of Three Rivers. Sat. climb Homers Nose 
via an exploratory route, partially cross country (16 








miles total, 5400' gain). Camp at cars Sat. night. Sun. 
hike to Garfield Grove (16 miles total, gain 300’). 
Driving 450 miles. Leaders and trans.: TED MAIER and 


| JERRY KEATING. _ 2 : 
JUNE 17-18 2 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS f 


Thompson (13,494) Powell (13,361). 8 a.m. meet 
at Lake Sabrine and pack 5 miles to camp. This is 
the first half of a 2 part attack on this beautiful area. 
Ice Ax and lug soles required. Climb Thompson Sat. 
and Powell Sun. then return to cars. Both peaks offer 


3rd class routes — if in doubt, contact leaders. Lead- x 
ers SY OSSOFSKY and BARBARA LILLY. SEPT. 30-OCT. 1 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PAG 

Goat Mtn. 12,203’) — 8 a.m.; Don't be deceived y 

the name. Dominating the Granite Basin Area, Goat 

Mtn. looks down 6000' into the Paradise Valley of 

JULY 1-4 SAT.-TUES. SIERRA PEAKS EA DUE S at ned east of sear 

1 } Si ings Canyon. napsac mi. wi 1 

Mt. Goddard (13,568) : We will vtilize the 4-day gain up Copper Creek Trail and 2 mi. cross country 

weekend to climb this seldom-scheduled, remote 


to timberli t : . cli 
emblem peak. Not a technical climb, but you must be aa a an Pi at Grouse Lake, ات‎ peak 


e : (4 mi.. class 2) and return to cars. Participants should 
in good shape for the long backpack. Check with be in good shape. Driving: 600 miles. Leaders: JOHN 
leader before going on this trip, for instructions on = 


equipment. Meet 8:30 a.m. Sat. at Florence Lake boat ROBINSON. and ANDY SMATKOS, NECI 
landing, reached by Hwy. 168 via Fresno and Hunt- 
ington Lake. Round trip fee of about $4.00 per person 
for boat ride across lake. Driving: 575 mi.: Hiking 
estimate: at least 35 mi. Leader: JOHN WEDBERG. . 





OCT. 14-15 SAT. — SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Candlelight Pk. and Thor Pk. (12,301') — 8:30 a.m. 
Meet at Whitney Portal Campground near Meyscn: 
trail head for Candlelight Pk., class 2. Sat. night car 
camp, bring firewood. Sun. climb Thor Pk., class 1. 





Driving 400 mi. Contact leader before attending. 

JULY 8-9 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 

Mt. Conness: This is a ioint trip with the Mother east and trans.: GEORGE SHINNO and CHUCK 

lode Chapter. Contact CHUCK MILLER for particulars BALLARD pe SR E EG a ME mm, 





on this trip. — 


BIG. Trans.: MYRTLE KOLBIG.. 


Ries Trips 


DESERT PEAKS & 
JAN. 14-15 SAT.-SUN. CAMPING 
Orocopia Pk. (3815): Meet 1:00 p.m. Saturday on 
State 195 in Mecca, from where we drive along the 
Coachella Canal road to campsite on south side of 
the Orocopia Mtns. No wood or water. Sunday morn- 
ing hike to the top of Orocopia Pk., a possible quali- 
fying peak, offering best views of Salton Sea and 
nearby Chocolate Range. Colorful green mineral veins 
along the hiking route. Recommended for beginners. 
Driving 300 miles. Hiking 6 miles. Elevation gain 
3000'. Lugsoles recommended. Leaders: HARRY and 
SIINA MELTS, 








JAN. 28-29 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Pinto Pk. (3982') and ‘‘Hedron Pk." (4742'): Two 
exploratory climbs in the Joshua Tree National Monu- 
ment. Meet at 1:30 p.m. at Squaw Tanks, southwest 
of Jumbo Campground, for a 3-mile, 1200 ft. cross- 
country ascent of the northern point of Hexie Mtns. 
Camp at Jumbo Rocks, bringing wood and water. 
Leader will give talk on the Pinto Basin Indians, one 
of the oldest known races of mankind. We will convoy 
from the camp at 8:30 a.m. to Pinto Basin for a 
longer scramble and a 2200' climb of Pinto Peak. 
Canteens! Hiking 15 miles, driving 340 miles. Leader: 
WALT WHEELOCK. Asst. and Trans.: DOROTHY 
GULER 





FEB. 11-13 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 
Death Valley and Avawatz Pk. (6154'): Combine’ 
climb of qualifying Desert Peak with sightseeing in 
southern part of picturesque Death Valley, by going 
via Baker and returning via Trona. Camp overnight 
Sat. at Sheep Creek Springs (good water, little fuel) 
near south entrance to Monument. Climb Avawatz Sun. 
starting 6 a.m. Strenuous 18 mi. 4400' climb. Jeeps 
and pickups can save five of these miles. Driving dis- 
tance 580 mi. Leader: BOB BEAR. Asst.: LOTHAR KOL- 


FEB. 18-19 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Turtle Peak (4231'), Old Woman Statue, Painted Rock 
— 8 am.: This is the first scheduled trip into the 
heart of extensive Turtle Range and the eastern side 
of Old Woman Range. Turtle Peak is a potential 
qualifying peak. Take road towards Rice at Desert 
Center. All tanks must be filled here, last chance for 
gas and water for next 190 mi.! After 34% mi. on 
this paved road turn left (NW) onto another paved 
road towards Iron Mtn. Pumping Plant, after 4.1 mi. 
turn right at yellow highway curve marker into good 
good gravel road which soon will follow high-tension 
power line N. across Danby Lake (dry) for 8.6 mi. to 
RR crossing. Continue N. along high tension power 
line road for 10.9 more mi. to the turnoff point (E) 
of a faint desert road. Meet at this point Sat. 8 a.m. 


Woman Statue and Painted Rock. After Sat. activities 
caravan from our mornings meeting place along a 
poor desert road to Sat. night campsite from where 
with a predawn start Turtle Peak will be climbed. 
This is an exploratory trip and only the approach 
roads are scouted. Hiking Sat. about 6 mi. with’ 
2000' gain. Sun. 14 mi. and 2800' gain. Driving? 
540 mi. Leaders: HARRY and SIINA MELTS. Trans.:^ 


TRUDIÉ HUNT. : 
` Membership: Any member of the Sierra Club may 


become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qealifying list maintained by the section, and 
makíng application for membership in writing to the 
Secretary. 


Harry Melts (Ch.) obinson (V. Ch.) 
Dorothy Cutler (Sec.-Treas.) 


Walt Wheelock (Member-at-Large) 
Emblem Requirements: Mt. Montgomery, Telescope 
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Peak, Rabbit Peak, Kofa Peak, and Mt. Inyo plus any 


ten additional peaks on the qualifying list. 


/ 


| 
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for a caravan and hikes to the base only of Old | 


LOO P Trips 


100 PEAKS TA 
JAN. 15 SUN. LOCAL HIKE 


Smith Mtn. (5103') — 9:30 a.m.: An easy hike to 
saddle overlooking Bear Canyon Wild Area. Good 
for almost any kind of weather. Here the peak- 
climbers leave trail and go up steep ridge (825' 
gain) to summit. Drive up North Fork of San Gabriel 
Canyon 5 miles past Rincon Guard Station. If you 
see Coldbrook Station you're V4 mile too far. Driving 
98 miles. Hiking 6-8 miles. Leaders: DICK and 
JETJE WORSFOLD. Asst.: LUELLA TODD. Trans.: RE- 
BECCA TUCK. — — | O a 


FEB. 26 SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Monrovia Pk. (5412') — 8 a.m.: Leave Chantry Flats, 
end of Santa Anita Drive (Arcadia, Sierra Madre), 
promptly, as this is an all-day hike and we want to 
get back before dark. At Fern Lodge join a group from 
Camp Sturdevant. We will seek permission to use the 
shorter trail which is somewhat dangerous, so stout 
shoes and good physical condition are essential. Gain: 
3500'. Hiking: 16 mi. Driving: 45 mi. Leaders: 


APRIL 22-23 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 
White Mtn. No. 1 (7710'), Shay Mtn. (6700’), Deer 
Mtn. (5810') — 10 a.m.: Meet Sat. at Big Pine 


Campground, 10 mi. northwest of Fawnskin. Caravan 
to the saddle east of White Mtn. to start the climb. 
The USGS has decided that the southern peak is the 
higher, but both will be climbed. Leave campground 
at 8 a.m. Sun. to drive to roadend. We climb Shay 
by trail, then cross-country to Deer and return on trail. 
Hiking, 6 and 10 mi. Driving 250 mi. Leaders: WALT 
WHEELOCK and DOROTHY CUTLER. 


APRIL 29 SAT. 100 PEAKS 
Twin Peaks (7760') — 9 a.m.: For this joint trip with 
the Pasadena City College Highlanders we drive 2.6 
mi. past Newcomb's Ranch on Angeles Crest Highway 
(29 mi. from Foothill), go by trail to Waterman 
Saddle Spring, then cross-country to the summit. Hik- 
ing: 11 mi. Driving: 85 mi. Leaders: RUSS and PAUL 
/AOHN. ub 


HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION 


Purpose: To encourage the climbing of peaks 
throughout Southern California; to preserve records, 
history and other information of these peaks; and to 
bring together those having this mutual interest. 
Peaks shall be over 5,000 feet, south of the Tehachapi 
Pass and west of the desert basins. 


Membership is open to any Sierra Club member who 
has climbed any 25 peaks on the current list (which 
may be obtained from the Secretary). To become a 
member, notify the Secretary in writing, listing the 
peaks and dates climbed. Section members who have 
climbed any 100 peaks on the current list are entitled 
to wear the emblem of the section. 


Bill Utterbach (Ch.) 
Steve Molnar (V. Ch.) Bep Godijn 
Dorothy Cutler (Sec.-Treas.) Rosalind Underwood 


Bob Capps Dick Worsfold 





ا 





MAR. 11-12 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS; 
Eagle Mtn. (5347'): A pleasant 15 mile hike to a 
view-rich DPS qualifying peak. Meet Sat. night or 
8 a.m. Sunday at Cottonwood Springs campground in 
Joshua Tree National Monument. Bring two canteens 
of water. Drive 25 mi. east of Indio on U.S. 60-70 
and 6 mi. north on Cottonwood Pass road. Driving: 
240 mi. Hiking 15 mi. Elevation gain 2500'. Leader 


and Trans.: JOHN ROBINSON. Tie 


MAR. 18-19 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Clark Mtn. (7929') — 8 a.m.: Interesting ridge climb 
in wooded desert area only 60 mi. W. of Las Vegas. 
Turn N. at Mountain Pass Summit sign on U.S. 91 
about 34 mi. E. of Baker. Drive about 5 mi. on rough 
loose rocky road to campsite in meadow with dead 
pine forest. Wood available, no water. Arrows will 
be up Fri. night as far as the power line crossing 
(about 2'5 mi.). From powerline crossing take two 
left turns to campsite (2 mi.). Leader will be at first 
fork passed the powerline at 8 a.m. Sun. and then 
drive to campsite from where the hike starts. Hiking 
6 mi. Elevation gain 2200'. Class 2. Leader and 
Trans.: ALDEN SORBO. Asst.: AL DAGEFORDE. _ 


APRIL 1-2 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Joshua Tree National Monument — 8 a.m.: Explore 
new riding and hiking trail. Meet Sat. on Twentynine 
Palms Hwy. near Mental Physics buildings about 3 mi. 
W. of Joshua Tree for car shuttle. At Sat. night camp- 
fire a ranger will tell us about the history and wild- 
life of this interesting area. Bring wood and water. 
Hiking 10 mi. Sat., 12 mi. Sun. Leaders and Trans.: 
TOM AMNEUS and MONROE LEVY. 


APRIL 15-16 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Tin Mtn. (8953'), Ubehebe Pk. (5678') — 8 a.m.: 
Meet Sat. at Ubehebe crater, 5 mi. W. of Scotty's 
Castle turn off in North end of Death Valley. Cara- 
van 10 mi. S. to Tin Mtn. and climb peak Sat. Upon 
completion of climb, drive S. about 15 mi. ahd camp 
at the Race Track. No water, very little wood. Sun. 
climb Ubehebe Peak from road just W. of Race Track. 
Hiking about 10 mi. Sat., elevation gain 4500’. Sun. 
easy 5 mi., elevation gain 2000’. Driving 550 mi. 
Leader: DAN CUMMINGS. Asst.: CLIFF MYERS. 


— — 


APRIL 29-30 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Coso Pk. (8160'), Whitecap Mtn. (6120') — 10 a.m.: 
Meet Sat. at Gill's Oasis Station, about 8 mi. north 
of Little Lake on U.S. 6. We will caravan 6 mi. on 
good roads to old pumice mine to start the climb 
of Whitecap. From here, drive north to Olancha, then 
east toward Death Valley. 10 mi. east of the Olancha- 
Keeler junction, opposite the Santa Rosa Flat road, a 
poor but passable dirt road heads south. Follow 
arrows five miles to camp site near Black Spring. 
Bring wood and water. At 8 a.m. Sun. we follow 
abandoned mining roads, beat-up trails and rabbit 
tracks to the summit of Coso. EXPLORATORY, wear 
good shoes and pants. Hiking 5 and 12 mi. Driving 
450 mi. Leaders: WALT WHEELOCK and BOB GREEN- 
AWALT. : ؛‎ 





MAY 120-1] S sen. DPS 
0 y BUS. TRIP 


LEADERS: BOB GREENAWALT 
¢ BEP edi 


MAY 20-21 SAT.-SUN. MULE PACK, 
100 PEAKS 
Mt. San Jacinto (10,831'), Folly Pk. (10,5007), Jean 
Pk. (10,621') — Mule Pack — 8:00 a.m.: Meet Sat. 
at Idyllwild Plaza for a caravan to the Devil's Slide 
Trail. Enjoy this spectacular high wilderness without 
the burden of a heavy pack. Contact leaders for a 
reservation (limit: 30-35) and check for possible can- 
celation due to snow. Hiking: 9 mi. Sat., 13 mi. Sun. 
Driving: 250 mi. Leader: PEGGY SULLIVAN. Asst. 


Leader: DUKE MEINHOLD. : E 


JUNE 24-25 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS-CAMPING 
Wright, Pine, Dawson and Mt. San Antonio — 4:00. 
p.m.: Saturday Camp at Guffys Camp to get an early 
start Sunday morning. Long bumpy ridge, stout shoes 
and canteen necessary. Turn right at Blue Ridge from 
Angeles Crest Highway (top of descent to Big Pines) 
and follow arrows. Driving 140 mi. Hiking 8 mi. 
Elevation gain 4000'. Leader: RALPH SHANKLAND. 
Asst.: BEP GODIJN. Trans.: STEVE MOLNAR. _ 


JULY 8-9 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 
Mt. Grinnell (10,225'), Lake Peak (10,126') ل‎ 
1:00 p.m.: An easy backpack followed by a timbered 
cross-country climb of the peaks on Sunday. Meet at 
Poopout Hill (arrows up from Barton Flats Road by 
11:00 a.m.) and pack to Dry Lake or Lodgepole 
Springs if necessary. If no water at either, we'll 
camp Sat. night at Barton Flats. Elevation gain: 1500' 
Sat., 1850' Sun. (no packs). Hiking: 3 mi. Sat., 7 
mi. Sun. Driving: 180 mi. Leader: BOB MARSHALL. 
Asst. Leader: MARVIN SIDDEL. Trans.: STEVE MOLNAR. 


JULY 22 SAT. 100 PEAKS 
Red Tahquitz (8,700') — 9 a.m. Sat: Meet in 
square at Idylwild for 2 mile caravan to start of 
Devil's Slide Trail. Dominating a southern flank of 
the San Jacinto slopes, this rocky peak lies within 
the San Jacinto Wild Area. Although scheduled as 
a one day hike interested knapsackers are invited to 
spend Sat. night at Skunk Cabbage Meadow for a 
Sunday descent via Tahquitz Peak (8823') and Lily 
Rock (7973'). Hiking: 10 miles. Driving: 250 miles. 
Leader and Trans.: ROBERT O. GREENAWALT. Asst.: 
DON H. MINASSIAN. . 


AUG. 19-20 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS 


Charlton, Jepson and San Gorgonio — 3:00 p.m.: 
Meet at road's end at Poopout Hill, which is several 
miles south of Barton Flats and Jenks Lake (look for 
arrows). We will hike in and camp Saturday night 
at Slushy Meadows. Sunday get up early and climb 
peaks. Long, but good trail. Good shoes and can- 
teen. From Redlands drive up Mill Creek Valley and 
on to Barton Flats. Driving: 200 mi. Hiking: 12 mi. 
Leader: RALPH SHANKLAND. Asst.: DAVE McGLONE. 
Trans.: STEVE MOLNAR. - Sa ee a OR 


OCT. 8 SUN. 100 oe f 


Shields Mtn. (10,660'), Anderson Pk. (10,864"), 
San Bernardino East Pk. (10,691'), Mt. San Bernar- 
dino (10,6 4') — 8:00 a.m. Come with us to scale 
four great peaks along the western half of the San 
Gorgonio Massif. Meet at Forsee Creek trail head, just 
beyond the Jenks Lake turnoff from the Barton Flats 
Road out of Redlands, and arrange a car-shuttle to 
Poopout Hill. Sat. night arrivals may stay at Barton 
Flats Camp. Hiking 15 miles, mostly on trails. Driving 
180 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and TOM 








JULY 1-4 SAT.-TUES. DESERT PEAKS 


Mt. Dubois (13,545'), Pellisier Flats — 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday: Drive north on U.S. 395 to Big Pine. Take 
Westgard Pass road east 37 miles to Oasis, Nevada. 
Take route 3A north 25 to 30 miles to Road Mainten- 
ance Station on left. Meet here at 9:30 a.m. to cara- 
van up Chiotovich Creek. Saturday's climb will gain 
3,000 ft. with packs to camp at 10,500. Sunday, Mt. 
Dubois will be climbed with packs to sleep on Pellisier 
Flats at over 13,000 ft. Monday, hike 10 miles south 
to Cabin Creek for next camp. Tuesday, 10 mile hike 
to cars. Total hiking will be about 35 miles with pack 
and no trail. This trip is planned with the primary 
purpose of gaining more technical data on this area 
which is being considered for Wilderness status. Sun- 
day night's camp will be without firewood. Tempera- 
ture can be below 20^ at night. Bring two canteens 
in case there is no snow on the Flats. Driving 680 
miles. Leader and Trans.: BILL HENDERSON. Asst.: 
RAY GRAY, Bishop. 


SEPT. 2-4 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 


Mt. Jefferson (11,807') — 8 a.m.: An opportunity 
to climb in a seldom visited area in central Nevada, 
where numerous 11,000 ft. peaks are foundiin beauti- 
ful country. Drive to our camp beyond Rodnd Moun- 
tain Sat. Take U.S. 6 to just beyond Tonopah, turn 
north on Route 8A for 47 miles, then east 3 miles to 
Round Mtn. Dirt road leads into canyon northeast of 
town. Camp is about a mile heyond the mine. Sun. 
follow trail through wooded canyon to main ridge, 
then north to summit and return. Hiking 16 miles 
round trip. Mon. drive home. Watch for Sierra Club 
arrows. No gas beyond Tonopah. Driving 850 miles. 
Leaders and Trans.: ALDEN SORBO and ARKEL ERB. 


SEPT. 23-24 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


White Mtn. (14,242'" — 12 noon: First scheduled 
climb since 1956 of our highest desert peak. Rende- 
vou: ^f turn-off on summit of '"""estgard Pass about 14 
miles east of Big Pine at noon on Saturday and cara- 
van on dirt road to dry camp site. See oldest living 
things (Bristlecone Pines) and fascinating terrain of 
White Mtn. High Plateau both by daylight and by full 
moon. Early Sun. caravan to Barcroft Lab. for 3 mile 
hike to White Mtn. Pk. Hiking 6 miles, Driving 600 
miles. Leader and Trans.: HUGH PARSHALL. Asst.: 
DON MINASSIAN. 


OCT. 14-15 SAT. — SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Mt. Inyo (11,107') or Mt. Keynot (11,101') — 9:00 
a.m.: A joint trip with the Riverside Chapter offering 
a choice between two adjacent peaks, one of them 
(Inyo) of emblem status. Participants will enjoy a 
superb view of the majestic Sierra Crest across Owens 
Valley. The climb is strenuous and mostly waterless, 
so bring three canteens. Meet in center of Lone Pine 
promptly at 9:00 a.m. Sat., caravan over rough dirt 
roads to start of climb. Backpack 4000' to waterless 
campsite. Sun. climb peak of your choice and return 
to cars, Those in excellent condition can get both 
peaks. Hiking 16 miles (22 with both peaks). Driving 
430 miles. Leaders: BOB BEAR and DAVE CUBBERLEY 
(Riverside), CLIFF MYERS and BEP GODIJN (Los An- 
geles). 


—— = 


NOV. 4-5 SAT.—SUN. 

Martinez Pk. (6,539') — 7:00 a.m.: Three sections get 
together for this combination camping and hiking 
trip to the Santa Rosa Range. Martinez Pk. is the 
highpoint of the great hogback ridge protruding east- 
ward from the main Santa Rosa Massif. We shall camp 
Sat. night at Pinyon Flats on the Palms-to-Pines Hywy. 
Those arriving by [ p.m. Sat. can join in a short 
hike to Asbestos Mtn. Promptly at 7 a.m. Sun. we 
caravan a short distance for the 16 mi. round trip 
hike to Martinez Pk. No water; bring 2 canteens. 
Driving 280 mi. Leaders: f , HARRY 
MELTS, and CLIFF MYERS. ^ —€— EB, d 


DESERT map 
100 PEAKS, AND CAMPING 





NOV. 18 SAT. 100 PEAKS 
Round Mtn. (5283), Luna Mtn. (5969). Drive US 
66 over Cajon Pass, turn right first road past Hesper- 
ia turnoff. Drive 7 mi. to first road past school, turn 
right. Keep on this road which becomes Bowen Ranch 
Road, about 10 miles, to a fork near Rock Spring. 
We will convey from here to the starting points for 
each hike. Meet here at 9:00 a.m. Two easy but odd 
peaks that can be climbed in any weather. Hiking 
8 miles, driving 240 miles. Leader: WALT WHEELOCK, 
asst. and trans.: DOROTHY CUTLER. 





NOV. 25 SAT. DESERT PEAKS 


Dry Mountain (8674') — All Desert Peakers are in- 
vited to join the Campers and on Sat. arrange for an 
all day climb of this qualifying peak, a prominent 
high point in the northern Panamint Range. Hiking 
12 miles. Meet 7 a.m. Sat at summit of Ubehebe 
Crater-Racetrack road in Death Valley Natl. Monu- 
ment, appr. 11 miles so. of the crater. Carry extra gas 
if you intend to leave the monument via the south 
end at Sand Flat. Leader: ROBERT O. GREENAWALT. 


DEC. 2-3 SAT. - SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Nopgh Pk. (6,394') — 3:00 p.m.: This is the first 
scheduled climb of this pinyon covered DPS qualifying 
peak, highest point in the rugged Nopah Range. 
Meet in Shoshone on State Hywy. 127 Sat. at 3 p.m. 
and caravan to our campsite in Chicago Valley. Late- 
comers drive east from Shoshone on paved road to- 
wards Pahrump for about 6 mi., then turn right on 
dirt road 4 mi. to campsite. Arrows will be posted. 
Bring water and firewood. Climb peak early Sun. 
morning. Hiking 14 mi. of class 1, elev. gain 4300'. 
Driving 550 mi. Leaders: HARRY and SINA MELTS. 
Trans.: TRUDIE HUNT. 


DEC. 16-17 SAT. — SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Sheephole Mtn. (4,613"), Eagle Mtn. (5,347) — 
9:00 a.m.: These two rocky peaks in the Joshua Tree 
area make enjoyable winter climbs. Meet just south 
of Sheephole Pass on the 29 Palms-Amboy highway at 
9:00 a.m. Sat. for the ascent of Sheephole Mtn., 8 
miles round trip hiking. Caravan to Cottonwood Springs 
Campground in Joshua Tree Nat. Monument for Sat. 
night car camping. Leave 8:00 a.m. Sun. morning for 
ascent of Eagle Mtn., hiking 14 miles. Bring two can- 
leens. Driving 350 miles. Leaders: LEW TWERSKY and 
DICK SEARLE. 
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ORANGE COUNTY GROUP 

We welcome all members and guests to attend our 
monthly meetings and events. We meet each first 
Firday of the month at the Oceanview School Cafe- 
teria, Warner Ave. (formerly Wintersburg Ave.) and 
Beach Blvd. (Hwy. 39), Huntington Beach until fur- 
ther notice. 
Doris Steele (Ch.) Marie Graser (Sec.) 


John Robinson (V. Ch.) Dick Fossett (Treas.) 
e'e Fossett (So. Sierran) Carolyn Honer (Ref.) 


NOV. 3 FRI. ORANGE CO. GROUP 
Oceanview School Cafeteria — 8 p.m. — Mexico: John 
Robinson will take us climbing tonight up the three 
outstanding volcanoes in Mexico through his colorful 


slides. Host: JOHN, ROBINSON... 
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--Bud Bingham 
Lamont and Owens Peaks 


What were planned as midwinter snow 
climbs turned out to be springlike hikes 
January 7-8, as 28 persons participated 
in the SPS's first Sierraouting of the year, 
Mostly sunny, warm days were enjoyed by 
the party, and the temperature stayed above 
freezing Saturday night. Only a few traces 
of snow were seen in the area during the 
weekend, although the High Sierra had its 
usual cover. 

Twenty-two of the 23 persons on hand 
Saturday morning reached the rocky summit 
of Lamont Peak in about 3 hours. The reg- 
ister showed the peak had not been climbed 
since the last SPS climb in the winter of 
1959, which the late Burl Parkinson led. 

Camp was established that night about 
3 miles up Indian Wells Canyon Road, and 
a plentiful supply of tires provided a warm. 
campfire, Lowest temperature during the 
night was a surprisingly warm 35 degrees. 

Twenty-one climbers drove to the end 
of the road Sunday morning and scrambled 
up the south slope of Owens Peak. First 
arrivals made the 3000-foot ascent in 
1-3/4 hours. 

Leaders were Jerry Keating and Miles 
Brubacher. J.K. 


Enthusiasm Riding High for SPS in 1961 
Under the direction of the new SPS 
chairman, George Shinno, a special meet- 

ing of all officers and committees was 
held on the evening of J anuary 26. George 
graciously held the meeting at his home. 
Activities under this ambitious group were 
coordinated and plans were finalized. 

John Robinson, mountaineering chair- 
man, plans to bringout and make available 
a more up-to-date list of qualifying peaks. 
Greater care will be taken tochoose lead- 
ers who are responsible. Leaders are 
classified as to just how technical climbs 
might be that they can lead. 

Walt Wheelock, the new, well-qualified 
editor of "The Sierra Echo," will have a 
staff to help him bring out the section news 
on time. The Echo should be better than ever! 

One warning, be in condition for this 
summer: Chuck Ballard, managing the 
section scheduling, has one of the most 
ambitious and enthusiastic summer sched- 
ules planned yet. Trips to be published 
in the chapter schedule will appear at a 
frequency of one every other weekend. 
Let's get in condition. 

New-members are Dorothy Cutler and 
Ronald Lyman, both of Los Angeles, Ac- 
tive membership now totals 118. — 
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--Dick Worsfold 


January 15 was such à beautiful day that 
85 people turned out forthe hike to Smith 
Saddle. Clean, fresh air and deep, blue 
Sky compensated somewhat for the 3 miles 
of burned brush we went through on a fair 
trail. Bear Canyon Wild Area was a beau- 
tiful sight. In 1957, the road crew on the 
new Crystal Lake Road caused a fire which 
burned 24,000 acres of it, but the weeds 
and small brush have now come back 
enough so that from a distance it looks 
quite green. The thousands of pines de- 
Stroyed will probably never come back. 
We were happy to see some nice forest 
left on the west side of Smith Mountain. 

About 35 of us went another Steep, trail- 
less, dirty mile to the top of Smith, for a 


pleasant lunch in the hot sun and cool air. 
eue abc dice CE 





ORANGE COUNTY GROUP FORMS ~ 
--Marie Graser 


An Orange County Group of the Angeles 
Chapter is in the making. All members 
and friends of the Sierra Club in the Orange 
County area are invited to the first meeting 
of this group on Friday, March 3, 1961, at 
8:00 p.m., at the Ocean View School cafe- 
teria, Wintersburg and Ocean Ave. (Hwy. 
39), in Huntington Beach. 

Jack and Marie Graser will show Slides 


| of a recent trip, and there will be time to 
get acquainted and refreshments. Call 


Marie for information, Viking 7-1027. —— 
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--Bud Bingham 


Under the direction of the Mountaineering 
Committee chairman, John Robinson, later 
approved by the Section management, seven 
peaks were added to and three deleted from 
the qualifying list. As in the past, continuous 
effort has been made to improve the list of 
qualifying peaks. Controlling factors are geo- 
graphic separation, domination of anarea, and 
interest. The list now contains 232 peaks. 

Several new committee chairmen have re- 
cently been confirmed: Graham Stephenson, 
Training; Charlotte Parsons, Social; and Chuck 
Gerckens, Conservation. All SPS old-timers. 

As proven last summer, easy hikes or 
climbs in the Sierra received poor turnouts. 
Apparently club members who enjoy easier 
hikes or climbs prefer driving shorter dis- 
tances too! The coming summer schedule 
will be more reminiscent of the early years 
of the Section. The summer schedule will 
appear in this order: McAdie and Irvine from 
Consultation Lake; Thompson and Powell; God- 
dard from Florence Lake; Gilbert and Johnson; 
Inconsolable from Seventh Lake; Humphreys 
and possibly Emerson; Lyle and Maclure; Car- 
illon and Russell; and Goat from Kings Canyon. 

At the last meeting, the SPS voted to pur- 
chase 25 surplus boxes and place them as reg- 
isters on appropriate summits. 

The newest section member is Robert J 
(Robin) Ives of Harvey Mudd College, Clare- 
mont. Active members now total 119. 











--John Robinson 


The newly-formed Orange County Group, 
under the leadership of Marie Graser, will 
hold its second meeting on Friday, April 7, 
at 7:30 p. m., at the Ocean View School, 
Wintersburg and Highway 39, just north of 
Huntington Beach. All members and friends 
of the Sierra Club in the Orange County area 
are invited to attend. 

John Robinson will present a slide program 
entitled "Climbing in the Pacific Northwest, "' 
which will feature ascents of Mts. Rainier, 
Olympus, Shuksan, Hood, and Shasta. Call 


Marie for further information, Viking 7-1027. 
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--Bud Bingham 


Scheduling climbs as early as March and 
April is always a gamble in the Sierra. The 
Section nearly lucked out on weather March 26 
on the Spanish Needle climb. 

Twenty eager climbers left the roadhead at 
8:45 a.m. to ascend Spanish Needle Peak (7,'700") 
on the western rim of China Lake Basin. The 
southeastern ridge was climbed to the northern 
shoulder. A very strong, bitter wind was blow- 
ing from the west over this shoulder, and the 
entire west face of the summit block was cov- 
ered with hoarfrost. These elements gave the 
area such a wintry aspect that Mike McNickolas 
was forced to put on his long pants! Leader 
Bill Sanders used two pitons for a 100-foot 
pitch due to the slippery conditions. Seventeen 
made the top of the summit block and rappelled 
off in distinctly chilly conditions. The peak 
baggers beat a hasty retreat to lower elevations 
and it was noticed that the summit was soon 
shrouded in mists. Miles Brubacher, wearing 
his replica of the famed Hillary-designed hat, 
acted as assistant leader. 

ins nd Andy Smatko, leaders 
of the Sherman Peak climb Saturday, April 1, 
luckily had the perfect weather weekend. The 
previous weekend's storm had cleansed the 
forests and, with sunny skies, the mountains 
were very friendly. Ibelieve the gals could ams 
have climbed the mountain in yellow polka dot | 
Bikini suits and still been warm: 

Sixteen out of 17 climbers gained 4,000' to 
the summit. Snowdrifts nearly three feet in 
depth meant wading up to one's knees in Snow 
near the summit. Grand views of distant 
Kings-Kern Divide, the Kaweahs, and Fare- 
well Gap were easily seen. Sherman Peak 
(9,974') is the highest SPS qualifying moun- 
tain in the Southern Sierra. 

One independent climber descended ahead 
of the led group, lost his directions, and fi- 
nally made it back to camp off route. He was 
at least two hours late getting back to the cars 
and it was just about dark. This sort of thing 
causes leaders no end of worry! Fortunately, 
a complicated search and the embarrassment 
of notifying Forest Service authorities was 
avoided. 

Sirretta Peak climb was canceled for Sun- 
day due to muddy and snowy conditions higher 
up on the Brush Creek logging road. Most 
people returned home for Easter Sunday. 

Newest SPS members are Polly Connable 
of Ridgecrest, Donald Nagy of Torrance, and 
Phillip Snyder of Palos Verdes Estates. Ac- 
tive members now total 122. 
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On April 2, 1961, Arky Erb climbed his 
hundredth peak of the official Hundred Peak 
list, This ordinarily wouldn't be remarkable, 
except that Arky accomplished this feat in a 
little less than five months (November 5, 
1960-April 2, 1961). Not only were Hundred 
Peaks climbed, but several Desert Peaks as amm 
well. This display of altitude-seeking out- ef 
Jensen's the famed Frede Jensen, so now ~~. 
anyone trying to better this accomplishment 
will have to out-Erb Arkel Erb! 
--Andy Smatko 
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SIERRA CLUB AND P SAT., APRIL 29, 1961! 
. HIGHLANDERS JOINT TRIP Meet A.M. So, end Sierra Bonita 
A TO TWIN PEAKS parking lot; bring lunch and canteen 
5 Twin Peaks is the outstanding landmark in the Devil's Canyon - Bear Canyon Wild Area, bei ng 


situated about 2 mi. south-east of Mt. Waterman. The easternmost of the tuo peaks is highe: 
Qar approach will be from Buckhorn Ranger Station using the regular Mt. Waterman trail for — 
a ways and then taking off cross country. After Twin Peaks has been climbed, those ina  — 
hurry can return via. the route used coming in; however, those with extra energy can return 
via. tne summit of Mt. Waterman. Another optional return will be via. a trail that contours 
along the south side of Mt. Waterman and comes out on Angeles Crest Hwy. near the Horse Flat 


= road, Arrangements will be made to pick up those electing the last option. E 
Driving Directions (75 mi. round trip) = 












LS á Take St. Hwy. 118 out of Pasadena; in La Canada turn right (N) on St. Hwy. 2 (Angeles C 'es : 5 
= Hwy.) Continue past Palmdale turn-off, past Red Box R.S., past Newcombs and park at 
Buckhorn Ranger Station. 


Biking Directions (7 mi. min., 11 mi. max. Elev. gain: 3000! min., 3800 max, } 


The main Waterman trail starts across the road from the ranger station. The beginning is - 
Somewhat messed up because of logging operations. Follow the trail until it comes out on 
the ridge the second time; here we take off cross-country in a SW direction picking up a 
 widge which we descend to the Waterman-Twin Peaks saddle. Ascend the north slope of Twin - 
. Peaks to the notch; turn east to the higher summit. After lunch return to the Waterman 
| Peaks saddle. Here we divide into three groups. Group 1 return by the same route 
used going in, Group 2 climb Mt. Waterman (1500' gain), then take the Waterman trail back 
. to Buckhorn. Group 3 climb 500' to a level trail leading west to the Angeles Crest Huy. 
(about 5 mi.) Group 3 will be picked up by drivers returning from Buckhorn. cA 
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Comments OM Od San PER Exe — 


Summit —- June 19GG/ 


Dear Editor: 

John Robinson’s fine article on San 
Jacinto Mountain certainly stirred fond 
memories. Since 1946 I have explored 
and climbed the North Face of San 
Jacinto Peak over two-score times. I 
have ascended to the peak three times 
via the East Fork of Snow Creek, the 
route followed by Robinson’s party. In- 
cidentally, when no snow is in East 
Fork you will find sound rock. It is 
actually a delightful "staircase" type 
climb after a class 4 pitch or two at 
about 6,500 feet, just above the last 
running water. 

This intriguing face presents two other 
great canyons which offer even more 
difficult barriers to a climber. Fall 
Canyon, to the east of East Fork of 
Snow Creek, has a pair of waterfalls 


that are about two hundred and three. 


hundred feet high. The highest is near 
the bottom of the canyon in a deep 
recess, about a mile below the upper 
fall which is immediately to the east of 
the ‘‘narrows’’ where East Fork comes 
very close to intersecting Fall Creek. 
Extensive bushwhacking and maddening 
detours characterize Fall Creek. It very 
precipitously ascends, first south, then 
west, and terminates at Frank Miller 
Peak on the east shoulder of San Jacinto 
Peak. 





The Middle Fork of Snow Creek con- 


‘sists of a very steep, slot-like canyon 
with many waterfalls to bypass. At 
4,500 feet, there is a breath-taking 150- 
. foot falls. It is a class five climb. 
| Jim Fairchild 

Riverside, Calif. 
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Dear Editor: 

The article on the ascent of San 
Jacinto via Snow Creek was of consid- 
erable interest to me since in June of 
1950 I made the same ascent (in two 
days, not one) with a group of eight 
scouts of Troop 121, BSA. A couple of 
the boys were only fourteen years old at 
the time. 

We camped at one of the Áth class 
pitches noted in your article, and I 
remember severely chiding one of the 
boys for climbing it without protection. 
Judging from his later career, he was 
the safest one on the mountain. His 
name was Royal Robbins. (He was 
about sixteen at the time; heis now one 
of the most capable climbers in the 
West.) 

We had attempted the Snow Creek route 
the previous year, but spent the best 
part of the weekend evacuating one of 
our members who broke a leg in an 
eight-foot fall from a slippery rock in 
the stream bed at about the five thous- 
and foot level. Getting him down through 
that near-bimpenetrable brush was a 
strenuous job! 


Alfred T. Wilkes 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Dear Editor: 

That was a very nice article on climb- 
ing San Jacinto's Snow Creek in the 
May issue. However, the statement that 
the Palm Springs-summit trail "passes 
through every life zone that exists on 
the continent north of the Tropic of 
Cancer’’ isn't quite true. Both the Tropic 
Zone, which has several tongues north 
of the Tropic of Cancer, and the 
Arctic-Alpine Zone are missing on San 
Jacinto. 

Tbe top is Hudsonian Zone and only 
San Gorgonio has Arctic-Alpine, above 
timberline, in Southern California. 

However, as the seven climbers found 
— it's high! 

Weldon F. Heald 
. Tucson, Arizona 
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--Bud Bingham 


University Peak 

Under sunny and very pleasant spring con- 
ditions, about 31 climbers made their way to 
a small frozen lakelet near Slim Lake, below 
picturesque snow-covered University Peak 
(13,632'). Don Clarke, the leader, was able 
to find a route, usually off snow, utilizing the 
Kearsarge Pass trail for about 2 miles, then 
another mile of cross-country packing to camp. 
With the exception of camp, the area was com- 
pletely covered with snow. 

Lothar Kolbig assisted in an ice-axe prac- 
tice on nearby snow-covered slopes. During 
the night the temperature dropped to about 26 
degrees, about par for this time of the year. 

An early start for the climb Sunday, April 
16, was essential, for snow conditions might 
become soft early in the day. The snow was 
fairly firm, much to the delight of the lead- 
ers! Twenty-five out of 28 starters reached 
the summit by a route along the east arete. 
This climb is a real treat to those who have 
never experienced snow climbing. An inter- 
esting traverse with exposure along the sum- 
mit ridge adds much intrigue to the climb. 

The descent to camp, due to glissading and 
knee-deep snow, caused many to become wet 
from the waist down. Thanks to Tom Ross 
and Sy Ossofsky for assisting Don in leading 
the climb. 





APRIL 196!) 
Desert Peaks 


EAGLE MOUNTAIN 
--John Robinson 
sa LOO 


Fourteen DPSers and friends assembled at 
the Cottonwood Springs campground on the 
bright, sunny morning of March 12. Our des- 
tination was Eagle Mountain. 

Starting out at a moderate pace, we fol- 
lowed the Lost Palms Trail to where it inter- 
cepted a large wash. Leaving the trail here, 
we followed the wash and crossed the desert 
floor about three miles to the Eagle ridge 
under an increasingly hot sun. Our real 
climbing began with the scramble up the 
ridge. The summit is at the far end of the 
semicircular ridge that was covered with 
desert foliage in bloom. An occasional cool 
‘breeze was welcomed by the hot hikers. 
Eleven of the 14 starters reached the summit 
to enjoy the all-encompassing view. All were 
back to the cars by mid-afternoon. 
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Kern Plateau and Jackass Meadow 


It seems that when the SPS schedules an 
easy backpack something frequently goes 
wrong. No doubt a few cars turned back on 
Nine Mile Canyon Road when attempting to 
drive to the junction of the new Troy Meadow 
Road on the south fork of the Kern River. 
Yes, it was snowing Saturday, April 22 - 
heavily, too! The breeze accompanying the 
storm made it quite unfriendly. For a short 
time, original plans looked rather grim. 

Then, toward mid-morning the storm broke 
and Tom Amneus led a new planned hike from 
Kennedy Meadow on the south fork of the Kern 
River to Clover Meadow. Round-trip hiking 
was about 11 miles. During the evening the 
group enjoyed a pleasant campfire. 

On Sunday, a hike was planned from Fish 
Creek to Jackass Meadow and on to the sum- 
mit of Smith Mountain (9, 515') as originally 
intended. It was a beautiful morning; new 
snow covered the ground from 7,500' up. 
Snow depth offered no problem in walking. 
Eight climbers reached the summit of Smith 
Mountain, which is located northwest of Jack- 
ass Meadow. Another small group took a lei- 
surely circle hike through timbered land to 
Troy Meadow. About noon a newstorm moved 
in and it started snowing. The climbers, being 
the last group back to the cars, at 2:30 p.m., 
were happy to get out of the weather. 

There is a chance Smith Mountain may be 
added to the Section's maintained qualifying 
list. It provided excellent views of Monache 
Meadow and the Sirretta Peak area. Jerry 
Keating and I acted as assistant leaders, that 
is, when our physical condition did not handi- 
cap us. 


` Olancha Peak 


Forty climbers encountered the usual heavy 
traffic conditions on the eve of the trout season 
opener to be on the Olancha Peak climb. In 
order to work out a plan that would fit in with 
‘other chapter activities, this weekend was 
Scheduled. 

Wind threatened to make camp a little un- 
pleasant Saturday afternoon and evening. Sun- 
day was a perfect day. Olancha Peak has al- 
ways been popular for the SPS; 40 starters 
reached camp Saturday and 39 gained the sum- 
mit on Sunday. A good record considering 
starting elevation was well below 6,000' and 
the summit is 12,135'. 

One question arises, what happened to the 
water Russ Rassmuffen obtained from melting 
snow which he had stored in a plastic bag? 
The water disappeared by the time he returned 
from the summit. The leaders, Dick Jali and 
Mike Raudenbush, had another worry, one per- 
son was missing for two hours after everyone 
else had returned from the summit. "Well, 
that is the way it goes." All climbers were 

back to their cars by 5:00 p. m. 





Qrange County Ss. 


eve S 





--Marie Graser 


The second meeting of the new Orange 
County group, on April 7, saw 40 members, 
guests, and youngsters of the Sierra Club, 
from Fullerton all the way south to Laguna 
Beach. We enjoyed John Robinson's spectac- 
ular slides of "Climbing in the Pacific North- 
west, '' and refreshments served by Don and 
Carolyn Honer. 
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DIAMOND PEAK 
--Andy Smatko 


This seldom-climbed peak on the Sierra 
Crest, west of Independence, was attempted by 
23 hopeful peakbaggers on May 6-7. The trail 
to Baxter Pass was in fairly good shape, and 
camp was made at Summit Meadows at 10,000 
feet. It began to snow about 6:00 p. m., and 
doubts crept into our minds as to the feasibility 
of climbing the next day. However, Sunday 
dawned clear and cold (17° F.), and at our 
camp 4 inches of powder snow had fallen. 

The climb was exhilarating and the view 
fabulous in all directions. Eighteen made the 
summit (23? F.) at noon. Time from camp to 
summit, 5 hours - descent, 1-1/2 hours. The 
hike back to the cars was very pleasant. 


2 


COLOSSEUM MTN. AND MT. BAXTER 
--Bud Bingham 


Twenty -two participants plodded their way 
to the 10, 000-foot Sawmill Lake campsite on 
Saturday, May 20. The trail to Sawmill Pass 
still lives up to its favorite name, Treadmill 
Pass. 

Ten of the more ambitious climbed Colos- 
seum Mtn. the same day, a total of 8,000 feet 
gain for one day. Others chose to rest at the 
excellent campsite on the shores of the lake. 

Sunday a.m., Mt. Baxter was ascended by 
13 climbers via the north ridge on steep snow 
and loose rock. The very prominent Mt. 
Clarence King broke the skyline to the west. 
À really grand view for the effort! Nearly 
1,000 feet was glissaded on descent to camp 
on the northeast slopes. One small band of 
climbers, led by Carl Heller, bypassed Mt. 
Baxter and climbed Peak 13,136. Three other 
climbers, Rich Gnagy, Barbara Lilley, and 
Sy Ossofsky, climbed Colosseum Mtn. on Sun- 
day, and were first to return to the cars (3:30 
p.m.). It was nearly 7:00 when everyone was 
on Owens Valley floor. 

and Andy Smatko led the 
Scheduled climbs, a real ambitious workout. 


Isaac Kagel completed his sixth qualifying 
peak for membership in the section. 








VU Asso, ] ZÆ 
--Steve Fossett 


With its third meeting on Friday, June 2, 
success in establishing the new Orange County 
group became evident. Steadily increasing 
numbers have attended these meetings as an 
indication of Sierra Club interest in Orange 
County. Much thanks goes to Marie Graser 
for organizing and leading this group in its 
early stages. 

At this meeting, Ellis Loxley presented 
her impressive movies of two Georgie White 
river touring trips on the Colorado. Also, 
the groon elected officers as follows: Doris 

eele, chairman; John Robinson, vice chair- 
man; Marie Graser, secretary; Dick Fossett, 
treasurer; Carolyn Honer, refreshments chair- 


man; and Steve Fossett, Southern Sierran re- 
porter. 
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--Bud Bingham 


Split Mountain (14, 058') 

Following Alden Sorbo, the leader, over a 
very poor trail, 18 hikers left the mouth of Red 
Creek and, after having gained 4, 500 feet of 
elevation in six hours of strenuous climbing, 
Red Lake was reached. Towering above our 
meadow campsite were the fluted towers of our 
tomorrow's objective. 

In a 4-1/2 hours! climb on Sunday, over 
Scree, rock and snowfields, we gained 3,000 
feet, and in the clear, sunny sky we had an un- 
surpassed view of most of the major Sierra 
Peaks from the narrow summit. The continuous 
snowfields afforded a long glissade and fast 
descent, and all of us reached the cars by 4:00 
p.m. This ended a pleasant weekend May 28 
for those climbers who were in good condition. 

--Lothar Kolbig 
McAdie (13, 800') and Irvine (13, 790") 

Leaving Whitney Portal at about 8:00 a. m. 
Saturday, June 10, and with ideal weather for 
backpacking, 27 climbers arrived at camp at 
the northeastern end of Consultation Lake (no 
firewood). The lake was still mostly frozen. 

It clouded up toward evening after some 
tigers had come back from climbs of Whitney, 
Muir and Wotan's Throne. A little hail came 
down, but it did not last. 

On Sunday, at 7:00 a.m., 15 people started 
for McAdie via Arc Pass. The snow which ex- 
tended fromthe lake edge to the top of Arc Pass 
was firm enough to provide easy walking. Thir- 
teen reached the summit of McAdie via a very 
enjoyable third-class route. The weather was 
clear and offered a wonderful view of Whitney 
and surrounding peaks. 

Descending again to Arc Pass, six people 
continued on to climb Irvine. Upon reaching 
this summit, three tigers completed the climb 
of Mallory and LeContethe same day. Whitney 
was climbed on Sunday, also, by a small party. 
All told, sevensummits were climbed over the 


weekend. --Bill Heusel 
Powell (13, 361') and Thompson (13, 494') v 


Thirty-four people met at Lake Sabriría on 
Saturday, June 17. The five-mile pack in to 
the largest of the Baboon Lakes (11, 200'), 
through hordes of mosquitoes, was accom- 
plished by noon. After lunch, two groups 
climbed two nearby unnamed peaks, and a 
party of five crossed the ridge to climb Wallace 
and Haeckel, returning after dark. Threaten- 
ing clouds cleared up by mid-afternoon, and 
the night was very mild. 

Leaving at 6:30 a. m. Sunday, 29 people 
started for Mt. Powell. They circled the 
Baboon Lakes, passed Sunset Lake and, due 
to soft snow, followed a rock rib to the base 
of the snow and talus chute which leads to the 
summit plateau. Snow inthe chute varied from 
bottomless to hard enough to require step cut- 
ting. The summit was reached, by 10:30 a.m., 
by 25 people. The main party returned to 
camp, and 11 continued on to Mt. Thompson, 
descending 1,000 feet (via sitting glissade) to 
the basin west of the crest, and up the north- 
west face of the peak. The summit block rises 
out of a sandy plateau. The traverse took about 
an hour. Descent was by the class 3 northeast 
face and sitting glissades to Sunset Lake and 
back to camp. Descending directly to Blue 
Lake through swarms of mosquitoes, the last 
people reached the cars at 6:30 p. m. 

--Barbara Lilley 
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Large Group Climbs Goddard--John Wedberg 
An intrepid SPS brigade marched a round- 
trip total of 45 miles, from Florence Lake to 
the summit of Mt. Goddard, 13, 568', over the 
four-day July 4th weekend. Thirty-eight made 
it to the base camp below Martha Lake, a spec- 
tacular area with breathtaking scenery, dark 
rock and white water, and large golden trout. 
Thirty started for the peak in drizzling rain, 
and three hours later 28 had signed the register 
in a driving sleet storm Monday morning. One 
member had first aid administered to a badly 
smashed finger by Lucille Agee (an R.N.), who 
did a professional job complete with splint; 
then she had to turn around and bandage her 
own leg from a freely bleeding rock cut. 

Leader Wedberg's well-planned schedule 
was followed almost to the minute, most of 
the trip participants arriving home before 
dark July 4. Views from the summit were 
somewhat disappointing, being limited to 
about 50 feet through the white-out; however, 
this and the few other discomforts were bal- 
anced by a refreshing swim in the warm sun- 
shine on the return to Florence Lake. 

A few Spartans in the swim party, clothed 
something less than scant, detained Bep Godijn 
from catching the first boat back across Flor- 
ence Lake. Afraid to make an early arrival 
at the boat landing, she really muffed her 
chance to keep the boys-in the cold water: 


Mt. Conness --Frank Sanborn 

This is the highest peak in the Sierra north 
of Tioga Pass, and offers fine second- to fifth- 
class climbing. On the weekend of July 8-9, 

a group of 13 Mother Lode Chapter members 
was joined by three from the Angeles Chapter 
for a joint climb of Mt. Conness. In addition, 
72 Bay Chapter climbers came along, having 
scheduled Conness independently! This large 
crowd hiked in to camp at Young Lakes. Our 
contingent was led by Chuck Miller. We knap- 
sacked 7 miles from trailhead at the Sierra 
Club's Parsons Lodge at Tuolumne Meadows. 

The peak was climbed via the second-class 
route on Sunday, it being possibly the largest 
group ever to climb the mountain in one day. 
A fine view of the Sierra from Ritter-Banner 
to Tower Peak was enjoyed. One girl from 
the Bay Chapter slid off a steep snowbank onto 
a jagged rock on the descent, tearing open her 
left leg over the kneecap. All of us helped to 
hobble her out on her good leg. 

We wish more Angeles Chapter people would 
come on these joint trips; this trip would not 
have been joint had it not been for the three 
Lewis youngsters from Soledad. 


Johnson and Gilbert --Jerry Keating 

An easy backpack, fair weather, and the 
return of "Mr. SPS" to regularly scheduled 
activities were features of the July 15-16 out- 
ing to Mt. Johnson (12, 868') and Mt. Gilbert 
(13,103') on the Sierra Crest. 

Fifty persons assembled Saturday morning 
at 9, 755-foot South Lake for the three-mile 
backpack to Treasure Lake at 10, 645'. First 
arrivals were in the wooded camp in 1-3/4 
hours. 

After a leisurely lunch, 36 climbers headed 
for Johnson via a boulder-strewn canyon. A: 
small group ascended the peak by a high third- 
class route on the north, while the rest scram- 
bled up the easy south chute. All but four 
reached the top. Unfortunately, the view was 
obscured by smoke from several forest fires 
to the west. 

After a pleasant night during which temper- 
atures stayed above 50, 20 persons started for 
Gilbert along a stream leading down from Mt. 
Thompson. The crest was gained via a loose 





chute normally filled with snow, and all but 
two of the party walked onto the flat summit 
for an excellent view extending from Whitney 
to Humphreys. The condition of the chute 
necessitated descents in twos, but the party 
was back in camp by 1:00 p.m., and nearly 
everyone - including 8 who climbed Hurd Peak 
(12, 219") instead of Gilbert - arrived at the 
cars by 3:00 p.m. 

Frank Sanborn, founding chairman of the 
SPS, climbed with the section for the first 
time since April 1959, when he led Crag Peak 
in a snowstorm. Frank, who now lives at Oro- 
ville, has been concentrating on the Northern 
Sierra this year. 


Leaders were George Shinno and Jerry Keating. 


> ers and Davis Climbs 
Climbing Rodgers and Davis proved to be 


- -Ji ohn Robinson 


too much for one weekend, so most of the group 
of 23 who packed from Agnew Meadows to Thou- 
sand Island Lake substituted a scenic lake cir- 
‘cuit. 

Everyone reached our lake campsite by 
shortly after noon Saturday; we were rewarded 
with a spectacular view of Banner Peak tower- 
ing above the multi-island lake. Most of the 
group felt the 8-mile backpack was sufficient 
for the day, so only 8 ascended nearby Mt. 
Davis that afternoon. The ascent was via the 
northeast couloir and involved some ticklish 
slow climbing on the glacier. 

Sunday, most of the group followed Ted 
Maier in leisurely fashion along the Muir Trail, 
past Garnet and Shadow Lakes, and back to 
Agnew Meadows. Those who did this enjoyed 
a weekend of unparalleled Sierran scenery. 

Eight stalwarts chose peakbagging. Carry- 
ing their packs over Island Pass to Rush Creek, 
7 headed for Rodgers and one (Arky Erb) for 
Lyell. Asst. leader Andy Smatko led only 2 
others to the far-away summit of Rodgers, 
reached after a lengthy up-and-down traverse. 
Arky stormed up Lyell on his way to his em- 
blem in a single season. All 8 tired backpack- 
ers descended Rush Creek to the cars which 
had been shuttled to Silver Lake. 


Inconsolable Peak --Dick Jali 


A damp, beautiful weekend, starting August 
5, awaited the 14 people who gathered at the 
Big Pine Creek roadhead for the SPS climb of 
Inconsolable Peak (13, 501'). Although the skies 
were clear when the group left the roadhead, 
clouds soon gathered and by 10:00 a. m. it was 
beginning to rain. When the party reached 
Seventh Lake it was really coming down. Some 
of the party wisely waited out the downpour at 
Fourth Lake lodge, to the annoyance of the 
proprietor, and completed the hike into camp 
in the early afternoon during a break in the 
rain. Toward early evening the rains re- 
sumed and continued until nearly midnight. 
The early morning hours were punctuated by 
the sound of rockfalls on the nearby rocks. 

Sunday dawned bright and more or less 
clear. Eleven people started up the peak, 
which was ascended by a low second-class 
route in about two hours. Nine members of 
the party made the summit and enjoyed an im- 
pressive view of the Palisades and Big Pine 
lakes, made even more spectacular by the. 
clouds swirling around the peaks and ridges. 
A leisurely descent was made back to camp 
and the roadhead, with some members tarry- 
ing to explore lakes. Fine cloud formations 
were seen all along the Sierra on the way back 
to L. A. 

Anyone who says it never rains in the morn- 
ing or at night in the Sierra deserves to be 
tied up and wrapped in wet sleeping bags and 
allowed to drown, but in this case the storm 
certainly added to the beauty of the weekend. 








DPS LABOR DAY THRILLER 
--Bob Greenawalt . 


As Angelenos exposed themselves to unusual 
heat, an eager band of DPSers, Sunday morning, 
found themselves trekking over frosty earth, 
through stream-bound aspen groves, bound 
for the high point of Nevada's Toquima Range, 
Mt. Jefferson, almost 12, 000 feet in elevation. 

Led by Alden Sorbo, the steep though non- 
technical ascent followed a faint, brushless 
trail, and was made in 5-1/2 hours. Evidence 
of prior life was attested by the finding of a 
chipping ground and pottery shards. Many 
deer were seen along the way, but no hunters 
were spotted, even though bow-and-arrow 
season was in full swing. Cattle also grazed 
above 10,000 feet. The view from above was 
unobstructed in all directions, White Mountain 
being the most prominent - over 100 miles 
away! The fairest of fair weather was with 
us. 
Saturday p.m., campers were delighted 
to find a series of abandoned miner's cabins, 
complete with mattressed beds - even though 
they were shared with the trade rats. The 
desert drive to the peak's base was most in- 
teresting, since many puddles and wet dry 
lakes existed due to recent Nevada cloudbursts. 
Travelers through Death Valley experienced 
the rare sight of moving sand dunes near Stove- 
pipe Wells, as a local windstorm darkened the 
area. 

It was agreed that this qualifying peak, 
though a long distance from home, is worth 
every bit of mileage to reach its summit. 
Labor Day proper was used as a casual day 
reaching home, some of the group reviving 
themselves, after Tonopah, at Dirty Sox 
Spring. 





Mt. Humphreys Climb --Bud Bingham 

During Saturday, August 19, weather dic- 
tated the inevitable failure of an attempted 
ascent of Mt. Humphreys. Twenty climbers 
made their way over Piute Pass in intermit- 
tent rain to a lake campsite near the peak. 
The trip gradually deteriorated due to heavy 
showers late in the afternoon. One climber 
after the other requested permission from 
the leaders, Lothar Kolbig and Chuck Bal- 
lard, to pack out the same day to their cars. 
Most of the participants returned home Sun- 
day. This seems to be the thundershower 
summer for the Sierra. 

Three cars, driven by Jerry Keating, Steve 
Rogero and Mike McNicholas, were plagued 
with mechanical difficulties en route to Bish- 
op. Mike's car and passengers finally made 
it to the start of the climb. 


Active membership in the SPS now totals 
206, of whom 145 are active. Newest mem- 
bers are Steve and Bunny Rogero of Lancaster, 
Vonard and Chris Ross of Los Angeles, Ralph 
Shankland of Rosemead, Steve Brand of Alta- 
dena, Bill Wildman of Carmichael, Robert 
Marvos of Baldwin Park, Mike Cohen of 
Reseda, and Gwen Williams, John Peckham, 
Roger Monroe, Sr., and Roger Monroe, Jr., 
all of Sacramento. 

The number of emblem holders now totals 
65, the newest being Steve Branch, Tom Con- 
don, Steve Rogero, Al Dageforde, David Ham- 
ren, Mike Raudenbush, Ted Maier (charter 
member), and George Shinno. 
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We can expect another unusual Ange- 
les Chapter election this fall. Those 
chapter members not familiar with 
present chapter politics should be in- 
formed of the major philosophies advo- 
cated by the two groups seeking control 
of the chapter. 

One group, based largely on the Si- 
erra Peaks Section, advocates several 
major changes in the nature of the club: 

l. A non-discriminatory and non- 
selective membership policy which will 
exclude no one and reduces membership 
qualifications tothe payment of required 
fees. This is intended to make the Si- 
erra Club muchlarger and more power- 
ful politically. | 

2. Conversion of the club to an ac- 
tive political organization by giving up 
our present tax-exempt status. A ma- 
jority of the club directors appear to 
favor these policies, including our 
President, Nathan Clark. The Sierra 
Club Foundation was formed with this 
in mind. 

The second group is opposed tothese 
changes and advocates the retention of 
the past character of the club for the 
following reasons: 

l. The club has grown steadily with- 
out such changes. 

2. A non-selective membership pol- 
icy leads to undesirables on club outings 
and social affairs (the first group coun- 
ters with the argument that we should 
reduce or eliminate social affairs and 
concentrate on politics in the interest 
of conservation). 

3. Conversion to a political club 
would lead to attempts by left-wingers 
and ardent advocates of various causes 
to use the club for fighting for social 
reforms and other conservation battles. 
Several such factions are known to be 
seeking control of any and all organiza- 
tions that can exert political influence. 
Voluntary organizations, such as the 
Sierra Club, are known to be particu- 


larly vulnerable in this respect. 

Each group will be backing a slate of 
five candidates for the Executive Com- 
mittee. You will be able to identify each 
group's candidates by such mailings 
soliciting your vote. 

Major changes in Sierra Club policy 
should result only by a majority vote of 
an honestly and fully informed member- 
Ship. Unfortunately, this has not been char- 
acteristic of recent club elections. Let's 
hope that the contenders in the forthcoming 
election will state their position clearly and 
openly, and may the best man win. 
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In Reply 
--John Robinson 


Several misconceptions generated in the Chairman's Corner of the J uly-August Southern 
Sierran warrant a reply. The Chairman is obviously not well-informed as to the feelings of the 
members of the Sierra Peaks Section and many others who differ from his position. 

No one (least of all the SPS) is suggesting we eliminate or radically reduce club outings and 
social affairs, These activities represent the backbone of companionship that makes the club a 
cohesive unit and fortifies our determination to preserve the little wilderness we have left. 
What is acutely important, while we are enjoying our social relationships, is to realize that the 
struggle for conservation is becoming more difficult and, if we are to preserve any of our pri- 
meval wilderness, we are going to have to exert more pressure, political and otherwise. 

This brings up another error in our chairman's line of thinking. It is doubtful if any member 
of the group mentioned by him would want to see the club lose its tax-exempt status or become 
a political organization. The Sierra Club Foundation is a completely independent organization 
and is not, as suggested by the chairman, designed to replace the club. 

The membership issue is the one that seems to generate the most controversy. This should 
not even be an issue; the club membership recently voted overwhelmingly to liberalize member- 
ship requirements by requiring but one sponsor. Some insist this non-discriminatory policy 
will lead to undesirables on club outings and the possibility of a "left wing take-over." Just who 
are the "undesirables?" Is the use of this category based on antisocial actions and poor conser- 
vation practices, or on race, color, or creed? There is plenty of evidence to suggest the latter. 
Race prejudice has no place in the Sierra Club, where the feeling of companionship on wilderness 
outings is an experience never forgotten. Non-essentials disappear when people have the oppor- 
tunity to really know each other. The concern is for the individual, not the color of his skin. 

As the Board of Directors has pointed out, there is small likelihood of real undesirables 
ruining club activities, as few people will constantly seek companionship in the club who are 
not truly interested in its purposes and activities. Furthermore, there have never been restric- 
tions on most club activities and the few problems that have arisen have been quickly ironed out. 

The "left wing" fear seems exaggerated and out of place. It is club policy not to admit any 
individual who would have a disruptive and negative influence. The group fostering this issue 
submitted a loyalty oath petition last year that was overwhelmingly rejected by the club member- 
Ship as unnecessary. 

There is no need for two groups in the chapter fighting at cross purposes. Basically, Iam 
sure all Sierra Clubbers are vitally interested in conserving our beautiful wilderness. The 
Angeles Chapter is the only one in the club where this controversy rages. Every other chapter 
has overwhelmingly accepted the membership policies of the club. I Sincerely hope this issue 
can soon be eliminated, so that we can present a united conservation front while fully enjoying 
each other's company on club outings. 





1961 MT. WHITNEY MARATHON 
--Walt Wheelock 


Now that the four-minute mile has become 
commonplace, we have a four-hour Mt. Whit- 
ney trip. Calvin Hansen, of Colorado Springs, 
in repeating his win at the second Mt. Whitney 
Marathon, trimmed 15 minutes off his 1960 
record to win in 3 hours and 55 minutes. Mike 
Dragila of San Diego came in less than 4 min- 
utes later, while Dick Lyon of Glendale fin- 
ished third. Tex (Merita) Smith of Arlington 
made the best woman's time of 7 hours and 16 
minutes, smashing Jerri Lee's record of 1959. 

It hardly seems possible that anybody could 
make a round trip to the top of Mt. Whitney in 
less than 4 hours, but this marathon was care- 
fully supervised and the contestants were re- 
quired to stay on the trail for the entire dis- 
tance, with no short-cuts permitted. 
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one reached our campsite by shortly f ¢ MUS VAS | 
after noon; Ue wero rewarded with MT. PAWS, 87" e 0 di Med fe 
a Spectacular view of Banner Peak 22e joooc siao A 4 | 
towering above the nultieisland 0 Ei m v. i cM 
lake, Lost of the croup felt the 5 ae Ord ES i 
Û nilo backpack was sufficient for s GAINS EL 
the day, so only 8 ascended nearby don tA ki: m أت‎ V | 
ite Davis that afternoon, The ase BANNER PR. ZA 00 A E 
cont vas via the steep northeast & ا‎ : NM 
couloir and involved some ticklish 7 TERS 2 : | 
snow climbing on the icy glacier, E "Ar | 
Those reaching the summit included | 2% ١ 
leaders John Robinson and Andy 37 4 
matko, Ralph lierten, John Del e 4 
lonte, ich Gnagy, Lucille Agee, > à 
ond Arky Erbe ! 5L 

Sunday most of tho Group used | MINARETS 247 
E and followed Ted ilaier | 4 Ax i 
n leisurely fashion alonr the Lui»! تت‎ a 2 RES 
Trail, past Garnet and dedos Lalxog | A ويك‎ tla vid =, z سح‎ 
and back to Agnew iieadows, Thoso |... Trans | - 3 


who did this enjoyed a weekend of 
unparalleled Slerran scenery, 


8 stolusprts chose poarbagginge Carrying thoir packs over Island Pass 
to tush Crock, 7 hoadod for faveavay Rodgers and one (Arky) for Lyell, 
only Rich Gnagy, Andy Gnatio, and Ton Ross reached the summit of 70068 
after a lengthy up-and-dovwm traverse, Arky stormed up Lyell vie the 3rd 
class south ridges on his way to his enblem in a singlo scason, All 5 
tired backpackers, only half of thon with a peak under their boit, 
descended Rush Creck to the cars which had been shuttled to Silver lee, 


| ا‎ sp ert ! —— i 
SG" Lig FUR A FUOTWWARTIIG UID | 


2) LUJOY INDIAN SUTER WEATHER Oil GCAT ITI, Sept.30-Cetel JUR 


22 Sierra Peakers and muosts assembled at tho Sings Canyon م0‎ 
on Saturday morning, the last day of September. Saturday's destination 
was Grouse Lsko, reached by ascending the long, steep Copper Creek trail 
for 7 milos nnd one mile of cross country. 21 mado it by nideafterncon 
after a hot, tirine 5400 feet backpack, Vn 

All 21 reached the summit of panoronic Goat Uin. Sunday morning, i 
ihe route involved some hich 2nd class scranbling up the southwest flank — 
of the mountain, ovor the slichtly lower south summit, and alons the | 
narrow ridge to the north summit high point, Tho sky was clcar and wer, 
and ths superb vicw cxtended fron DUunphroys to ihitney with particularily 
splendid panoramas into tho rugced liuro Blanco and tho Woods Crool 2253126 © 

from the social standpoint, hishlirchts of tho trip included one of : 
the first postenarriaze appoarances of Ure and irse Bud Bingham, and an 0 
unusually spipritod campfire discussion period that helped to shorten the E 
long evening. 1 

€ 
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
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LABOR DAY LARING p^ 


On Friday, Sept. 1, At Onion Valley met the oid and new tigevr-peak-baggersg 
The oid representing Frede Jensen who sneaked away from his coming duties as 
Ansistan* Professor of French at University of Alberta in Calgary and by Arky ir 
and “Mike MeNicholas representing the new tigers. Worn out hag-beens were on hau 
the persons of Tom Boas and Andy Smatko and later (next day), John Robinson, fr 
brought a friend, David Olyer, a mountain lover and life member of the Sierra Cl 

Arky and Mike abled up It. Rixford on our way to the lakes in Vidette Cres 
Basin and while Frede, Dave, Tom and I climbed the "old! West Vidette (changed o 
the new map wo what used to be West Spur Peak), Arky and Mike climbed the "new" 
true West Vidette. 

Next morning the six of us climbed Deerhorn Mtn. vie a new route up the Na 
of the S& horn Zo the ridgeline and then along the ridge to the summit. Class x 
high 3 with one Lth class pitch; exposure considerable in several places. This 


mountain is seldom climbed, this being the third ascend since 19l0, The travers‏ م 
to the W peak is easy 3rd class and the descent down the 9$. ridged? the NW peak‏ : 
E EN d also easy 3rd, That same afternoon Arky end Mike made an ascent of Bast Vidette‏ 


from the West along a rotten lth class ridge. ‘rede, Dave and I were joined by 
Robinson for the ascent of the true West Vidette. 

On Sunday Mike, Arky and John ciimbed It, Stanford from the north and then 
went on to Gregory's 'ionument, Harrison Pass and up Mt. Sriccsen and back over 
Deerhorn saddle to camp. Meanwhile Tom md I clinbed Center Peak and tast Videt 
on this day. Frede & Dave had to go back out as did John Robinson, 

onday while Arky and “ike climbed Center Peak, Tom and I leisurely went ov 
University Pass to the car and were joined later by Mike and Arky. Weather good 
but cool. 

Andy Smatko 


ee — س — ———— 9 س‎ - — madii = - e 
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ABOVE VIDSTTS CRZ3K - Labor Day Weekend — j/^ 


Aftor driving up with Andy Smatko Thursday night and picking Tom Ross up 

e fish hatchery, then meeting Frede Jenson and Dave Oyler at Onion Valley 
morning, Arky rb and I left on our own to pack over Kearsarge Pass, After 
ple of hours we were over the pass and dropping down to Bulifrog Laks. 
Leaving cur packs, we climbed Rixford (12,090!), then resumed our journey 
ubbs Cresk and up Vidette Creek to the hisnest oi the Vidette Lakes. From 
we cliubed West Vidette (12,560?), then continued climbing along the ridge 
toward Bubbs Creek going over various high points looking for the nares of 

s party, but to no avail, so we started dropping down as it was getting late 
eached camp about 7:00 pom, After a rather strenucus day's workout. 

Next morning while we were preparing breakfast, Andy, Tom, Frece and Dave 

d through our campe After breakfast we caught up to them and enjoyed a most 
ant climb of Deerhorn, 13,265 ft., via the north face and northeast ridge, 

interesting 3rd class, with one hth class pitch where a belay was uscd,‏ ع 
body was happy te achieve this fine peak, On the way down, Arky and I‏ 


ed the northwest peak of Deorhorn and then left, the rest of the party to climb 


Yidette which they thought they had climbed the previous day. while we went 
imb fast Vidette (12,350). Reaching the ridge about a quarter of a mile from 
Vidette between it and the Zast Spur, we found some very interesting and 

sd climbing oa the slightly rotten knife edge ridce with a couple of lth 
pitches that had to be negotiated in surmounting gendarmes on the way to 
mmie. . 3 

john Robinson camped with us Sat. night having come in over Kearsarge Pass 
Limbed West Vidette while we were climbing fast Vidette. On Sunday, Arky, 
and I worked our way up the loose talus towards the Deerhorn~Erickson saddle 
we veerad left to approach Stanford (13,963'). We had some enjoyable 

sling to reach the sumit, 

"rom here we kept to the top of the ridge to traverse to Gregory's Monument. 
ind good climbing slong. the ridge, particularly one very exposed pitch of 
lass where we had to drop about 15 feet with complete exposure before hitting 
2nument e Lr 

then Cropped down to Harrison Pass and climbed up Mt. Erickson (13,608: )s‏ هلا 
joysble climb, This was all for the day except for dropping down the steep‏ 


$ 


ather deteriorated trail on the north side of Harrison Pass and the climb vp to 


te 1 











fext norning, John decided to go out the easy way, over Kearsarze Pass, 30 Arky 


packed down to Bubbs Creek and up into Center Basin just below Golden Bear Lake ; 
we met Andy and Tom who were preparing to pack out over University Col. > having 


d test Vidette and Center Peak yesterday.  Arky and Y started up the most 


isnt guily on the northeast face of Center Peak, 12,760, snd then ont to the ri ght 


! met extremely rotten loose rock where it was hazardous to even draw a deep 
le We tried to climb up and out of it but it seamed to be getting even worse 
weper so we decided discretion wes in order and now faced the worse parte-of 


ig down again, After dropping down we traversed across the chute and tackled the 
land rib, which also provided some interesting climbine on loose rock before we 
| the more solid rock near the summit. We descended via the easy southeast slopes 


den Bear Lake where we retrieved our packs for the three hour havi to Onion 
‘via University Col to mevt Tom and Andy at tho car, 


Mike McNicholas 
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Mt. Lyell and Mt. Maclure --Dick Jali 
A clear, beautiful weekend, begun by cold 
and winds, awaited the large group of hikers 
who showed up for the SPS scheduled climb of 
Mt. Lyell (13,114') over Labor Day weekend. 
The three-day trip to climb this emblem 
peak was planned as a shuttle tour. A small, 
sturdy band of hikers started from Silver Lake 
and climbed up Rush Creek and over Donohue 
Pass, while a larger group took the route in 
from Tuolumne Meadows. Both groups met 
and camped at the upper Lyell base camp. 
Cold winds which had been blowing all 
Saturday night subsided Sunday a. m. and the 
party set out for the summit. The conven- 
tional route up to and across the glacier to 
the saddle between Lyell and Maclure was 
followed. After climbing the summit ridge, 
some of which is third class, all 42 members 
of the group were on top by shortly after noon, 
enjoying the spectacular view of Banner and 
Ritter, toward Yosemite Valley, and Tuolum- 
ne Meadows. On the way back, 1l people 
climbed Maclure from the saddle. 
The descent was easily accomplished, and 
the now fine weather held for a leisurely trip 
out to the roadheads the next day. 


Goat Mountain L --Bud Bingham 


Usually, toward the end of the climbing 
season enthusiasm declines for strenuous 
trips. Even with 500 miles of driving, round 
trip, and over 5,000 feet elevation gain while 
backpacking, this did not discourage over 22 
climbers. 

The Goat Mountain climb, led by John Robin- 
son and Andy Smatko the weekend of September 
30 and October 1, was very successful. Good 
sunny weather during the days and mild night 
temperatures contributed to a pleasant trip. 

A nine-mile backpack to Grouse Lake, via 
Copper Creek, was completed by 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. Aspen along the creek were start- 
ing to display brilliant yellows. One fisher- 
man in the crowd delighted in cooking trout he 
caught from the lake. 

On Sunday, the summit was reached in about 
1-1/2 hours over a second-class route. The 
final summit ridge provided a little scrambling 
over large slabs of granite. The return from 
the summit to camp was made by about 10 a.m. 
Most everyone was back to the cars by 3:30 
p.m. and on his way home. 


The newest Sierra Club members to join 
the SPS are Mark Haberbosch, Los Angeles; 
Burt and Gene Turney, Glendale; Renne Julian, 
Pacific Palisades; and Steven Fossett, Garden 
Grove. The newest emblem holders are Arkel 
Erb and Mike McNickolas. Membership in the 
section has risen to 211, of whom 150 are active. 





The Hundred Peaks Section welcomes Joan 
Gordon as a new member this month. 


SHIELDS, ANDERSON, AND n 
SAN BERNARDINOS 


--John Robinson 
Twenty -nine Sierra Clubbers and guests 


showed up for a cold, cloudy ascent of the four 
high peaks on the western half of the San Gor- 
gonio massif. A weak weather front brought 
Sporadic snow flurries and cold gusts of wind 
that were punctuated with an occasional ray of 
sunshine. 

Starting from Poopout Hill, 26 reached the 

stop of Shields to enjoy a scenic lunch break. 
San Gorgonio glimmered under a thin coat of 
snow while billowy clouds hid much of the rug- 
ged Yucaipa Ridge. Twenty went on to Ander- 
son, highest of the summit quartet. Many of 
the participants, considering two peaks enough 
for the day, followed Steve Molnar down the 
Forsee Creek Trail to the cars. This group 
got home early. 

Fifteen stalwarts continued along the lofty 
pine-covered ridge to East San Bernardino 
Peak, and twelve made it all the way out to 
Mt. San Bernardino, at the extreme western 
end of the massif. 

The last group reached the cars shortly 
after dark, tired but satisfied in bagging four 
of the best Hundred Peaks. Those whoclimbed 
all four peaks experienced what was probably 
the most strenuous Hundred Peaks trip of the 
year, a total of 18 miles. 
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WHITE MOUNTAIN 
--Hugh Parshall 


Saturday, September 23, 53 Sierra Clubbers 
and guests checked in at the Schulman Grove 
campsite in the White Mountains. Saturday 
afternoon was spent looking at 4, 000-year-old- 
plus bristlecone pine trees and in short hikes 
or drives around the 10, 000-foot elevation 
plateau. 

Sunday morning, September 24, 36 persons 
made the climb to the 14, 262-foot elevation top 
of White Mountain Peak. Leader Hugh Parshall 
routed the mountain climbers out of their warm 
"sacks" before daybreak, and just after dawn 
the 16-mile drive to the Barcroft Laboratory 
gate started. Dr. Nello Pace, Director of the 
University of California's High Altitude Re- 
search Program, (a Sierra Club member), had 
requested that the climbers drive no further 
than the gate for fear of disturbing the exper- 
iments in process at Barcroft, elevation 
12,470 feet. 

The weather was crisp and cool, which made 
for a good hiking day. The view from the top 
was hazy toward the Owens Valley, but the 
Sierra Nevada and several peaks to the east in 
Nevada were clearly seen. Arc Dome, Jeffer- 
son and Charleston were among these. The 
last hikers were down off the mountain, com- 
pleting a 12-mile round-trip climb, about 4:00 
p.m., thus ending another successful assault 
of our highest "Desert Peak." 


A climbing pace is not a race. 
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Rock Climbing Section 


--Tom Condon 

5 The story of rock climbing in California dates back almost a 
E). century to Clarence King's notorious tale of the ascent of Mt. Tyn- 
dall. King, John Muir and other early climbers often carried and 
^y used ropes, but the beginning of modern climbing in the Sierra Club 
7 can be said to date from the year 1931, when Robert L. M. Under- 
Xy hil, famous climber of the Appalachian Mountain Club, contributed 
/ K | his definitive article, "On the Use and the Management of the Rope 
7) \~ in Rock Work," to the Bulletin. Underhill spent some time during 
> the summer of that year climbing in the Sierra with club members, 
— and climaxed the season with the first ascent of the east face of 

— Mt. Whitney: -He was accompanied by Norman Clyde, Jules Eich- 
__ orn, and Glen Dawson, youthful Los Angeles climber. 
ag Following this, the Rock Climbing Committee was organized to 

promote rockclimbing andsafety on suchroutes. Thelocalchapter 

was formedsometime later. It first appears in our local schedule 
for the fall of 1936. ArtJohnson served as the first chairman, with 
May Pridham as secretary. Art, a graduate engineer, did much 
" research at that time in the testing of ropes and knots, probably 
some of the first scientific evaluations which were made. 


But the rock climbers have never been content to.rest on their past records. Down 
through the years, many of the most notable first ascents of peaks and routes have 


been made by members of our chapter. In fact, the great ascents seem to be falling 
at an increasing rate. 

The first ascent of the great face of Half Dome was made in 1957 by local climbers 
Mike Sherrick, Royal Robbins, and Jerry Gallwas. The following year, Mark Powell, Bill 
Feuerer and Warren Harding started the assault on the face of ElCapitan. The three 
worked through most of the summer, slowly working their way upward, placing bolts, 
ropes and pitons. In the fall, Powelland Feuerer were forced toreturn to Los Angeles, 
after almost completing the climb. Wayne Merry and George Whitmore joined with Hard- 
ing and, using the equipment previously installed, completed the climb in November. 

But these climbers did not restrict their assaults to the Sierra. Shiprock early fell 
to a team that included Angeles Chapter climbers and, in 1957, Mark Powell, Bill Feuerer, 
Don Wilson and Jerry Gallwas succeeded in reaching the top of the "absolutely inacces- 
sible’ Totem Pole in the Indian Country. Contrary to Indian fables, no remains of bad 
Indian children, which the "Bat" was supposed to carry to its summit, were found. 

Last year saw the great Diamond Route to Long's Peak fall to the team of Bob Kamps 
and Dave Rearick. This was one of the most-publicized climbs of recent years, and 
brought alarge measure of justly earned fame to members of our Rock Climbing Section. 

However, the record of which the Section is most jealous is its reputation for safety 
No fatality or even critical accident has ever befallen a member of the Section on any 
organized climb. Not only has the safety record of the Section been outstanding, but 
in the past score of years no member of the Section has been killed while climbing on 
"outlaw" or private trips. 

Much of this is due to the realistic safety program set up by the Safety Committee 
of the Section. Qualifying climbs are required at such climbing grounds as Stony Point, 
and the "graduate courses" are held at Tahquitz Rock. Knowledge of belays and belay- 
points is stressed. It is not enough to have a formal knowledge of belays. Instead, 
climbers are schooled in a criticalevaluation of the reliability of fixed or piton belays, 
which has undoubtedly contributed to the minor nature of our accidents. 

The local chapter has a qualifying system based solely on the climber's ability. Con- 
trary to that set up by many clubs, no formal series of graduated tests is required. 

It is felt that whenever a candidate demonstrates ability to make a certain climb he 
Should be allowed to do so. As a result, outstanding potential climbers may make 
many worth-while climbs in their first season. 

The Section's activities, however, are not restricted to high-exposure climbing. 
Any club member or guest is welcome to attend the basic practice climbs. Many 
mountaineers, who would never dream of scaling a sheer face, have been taught the 
basic principles of friction climbing and belaying, which have made their later con- 
quests of less severe peaks easier and safer. 

While the Rock Climbers are our second oldest section, the enthusiasm has con- 
tinued undiminished, and we will welcome you at our meetings and | practice climbs. 
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--Steve Fossett 

Each month the Orange County Group meet- 
ing seems to be bigger than the last. On Sep- 
tember 8 there were approximately 40 members 
and guests present to enjoy Hugh Parshall's 
large collection of slides of the desert peak 
climbs he has made in the past three years. 
Several highlights were views of the hot 
Springs in Saline Valley, complete with bath- 
ers; hair-raising pictures of roped climbing 
of Little Picacho; and some good views of the 
White Mountain bristlecone pine. 

The October 6 meeting features Art and 
Corinne Blanding and their trip along the 
Frazer and McGregor rivers in northern 
British Columbia. Then, on November 3, John 
Robinsop. will return for a second talk - this 
time showing slides of his climbing experiences 
in the mountains of Mexico. 

Our meetings are held the first Friday of 
each month, at 8 p. m., at Oceanview School, 
on Beach Boulevard just north of Huntington 
Beach. All members and guests are cordially 
invited. ym i 
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As chairman of the Sierra Peaks Section 
for 1961, I will take this opportunity to thank 
all those who have worked hard to make the 
past season a success. This section, like 
most of the varied activities of the Sierra 
Club, has only the enthusiasm of its individ- 
ual members, and all who participate and 
WOrk are volunteers. 

I urge as many of the section members 
as possible to see if they can contribute of 
their time and talent toward its operation. 
This would mean that instead of a few mem- 
bers, generally the same ones, doing all of 
the work, the task would be lightened for all. 

Our chairman for 1962, Miles Brubacher, 

| with his years of experience with Sierra 
Peaks activity, will, I know, continue and 
increase the interest of club members in 


the Sierra Peaks Section. 
--George Shinno 


New officers of the Sierra Peaks Section 
for 1962 are Miles Brubacher, Chairman; 
Graham Stephenson, Vice-Chairman; George 


Shinno, Secretary; Lothar Kolbig, Treasurer; 


and John Robinson, Alternate Officer. 
ome ee 


HOMERS NOSE - GARFIELD GROVE 


--Jerry Keating 


A penetration into an infrequently visited 
part of Sequoia National Park, on November 
11-12, concluded the SPS's 10 
season for 1961. 


Main objective was Homers Nose (9, 050"), 


a rock outcrop rising from the South Fork of 


the Kaweah River. Thirteen Sierrans started 


for the Nose Saturday morning, and seven 
reached it late that afternoon after a 9, 000- 
foot gain. The six others Stopped at about 
8, 500 feet and descended via the Cahoon 
( Meadow trail, arriving at the cars just as 
darkness set in. The summit party, headed 
by Sy Ossofsky, descended via the brushy 
Salt Creek Ridge trail and with the aid of 
flashlights. Total hiking for both groups was 
approximately 15 miles. 
On Sunday, seven persons hiked the oppo- 


Site side of the South Fork to Garfield Grove. 


Hundreds of giant sequoias are scattered 
throughout the area, but the concentration 
iS not as great as at Giant Forest. Total 
hiking was 14 miles, all of it on trail, while 
the elevation gain was 4,000 feet. However, 
everyone was back at the cars by 3 p.m. as 
a result of a brisk pace encouraged by cool 
temperatures, 

Leaders were Jerry Keating and Barbara 
Lilley. 
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--Steve Fossett 
Coming January 2: The Orange County 


_ toa new and impressive meeting place - the 

beautiful Spurgeon Room of the Santa Ana 

- Public Library, at 8th and Ross Streets in 

| Santa Ana. Beginning with this meeting, the 

.  — group will meet the first Tuesday of every 

.. month, at 8:00 p.m., at this location. 

. At the November meeting, mountaineer 

| John Robinson thrilled us with his slides of 

|. ascents of Mexico's highest peaks - Orizaba, 

— Popocatepetl, and Ixtacihuatl. He also took 

EE . us to some of the most rugged Desert Peaks, 

" and the highest peak in Baja California. 

M. Thanks go to Eleanor Smith, who gave us 

| — — *an extensive tour of the Hawaiian Islands at 

5 - the December 1 meeting. The cloud scenes 
d 







" ^w "Te 


____ and lush foliage were beautiful. 
-— 7. — Inthe near future, J anuary 21, Orange 
— County Group will host the Hundred Peaks 

Section in a local Santa Ana mountain climb. 

Jack and Marie Graser show their slides 


of the wilderness areas of Northern Californi 


- 
p 


i 
sons are cordially invited to attend. 
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NEW DPS OFFICERS 


The new officers of the Desert Peaks Sec- 
tion, elected at the December annual meeting 
are binson 
Vice Chairman; Bob Greenawalt, Secretary- 


| Group will start the year off big with a change 


a 


at the January 2 meeting. All interested per- 


? 


Walt Wheelock, 


Treasurer; and Harry Melts and Parker Sever- 


‘Son, committee members. 


mo cmm 
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Jan. 6-7 SAT. — SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Fremont Pk., Red Mtn., Klinker Pk., Dome Mtn. — 
i 7:45 a.m.: Join us to climb four enjoyable but un- 
qualifying desert peaks. Meet at Four Corners, junction 
US 466 and US 395. Caravan to abandoned mine for 
800', 2 mile ascent of Fremont Pk. Meet 12 noon at 
Red Mtn. to climb Red Mtn., 1500', 6 mile. Make 
reservations with asst. leader for Polynesian dinner at 
Owl Cafe Sat. night. Camp 3 mi. E. of hywy. on 
Granite Wells Rd. Campfire will feature local mining 
history. Sun. 8 a.m. leave for ascents of Klinker Pk. 
and Dome Mtn., 2000' elev. gain, 14 m. Fre views 
of Southern Sierra, Panamints. Driving 400 mi. Leader: 
WALT WHEELOCK. Asst. Leader and Reservationist: 
TRUDIE HUNT. 


JAN. 13-14 SAT. — SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Pilot Knob (6,212') and Morris Pk. (7,150') Both 
climbs located in the Lake Isabella and Walker Pass 
area. Meet Sat. at 9:00 a.m. about 2 miles west of 
the Bloomfield Ranch turnoff on U.S. 178 for the 
climb of Pilot Knob. Stout shoes and canteen advisable. 
Be prepared for cold weather and even snow! Camp- 
ing Sat. night as near to Walkers Well as possible. 
Located over four miles west of U.S. 6 and then fol- 
low an un-improved road north from U.S. 178 to 
camp. Watch for arrows. No water or wood available. 
Sun. climb Morris Pk. from camp. Hiking 7 miles both 
days. Gain 3,200' and 2,500’ respectively. Leaders: 
BUD BINGHAM and TOM AMNEUS. Trans.: BEP GOD- 
IJN. 


z 
JAN. 21 SUN. 100 PEAKS & ORANGE CHAPTER CRP 


Santiago Pk. (5,687'), Modieska Pk. (5,496') ب‎ 
10 a.m. from the gate at end of pavement in Silver- 
ado Canyon we caravan up Maple Springs Road, then 
hike from Bear Flat. Leave Santa Ana Fwy. on Chap- 
man Ave. in Orange, go east to Santiago Canyon 
Road and follow it 3 miles past Santiago Reservoir, 
then bear left on Silverado Canyon Road. Hiking 4-6 
miles. Driving 140 miles. Leader: A.M. BLANDING. 
Asst.: JOHN ROBINSON. Trans.: STEVE MOLNAR 


PO>TPONED; CLIMBED MARCH 1| 


JAN. 27-28 SAT.—SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Granite Mtn. No. 2 (4,100'), Palen Mtn. (3,851']— 
8:00 a.m.: These two rugged, rocky desert peaks offer 
interesting ascents involving some 3rd class. Meet 


8:00 a.m. Sat. at road junction about 18 miles NW 
of Blythe on road to Midland. Caravan over poor but 
passable desert roads to climb Palen Mtn., a 9 mi. 
3000' ascent of class 2 difficulty. Sat. night camp 
near Palen Pass. No wood nor water; bring plenty 
for entire weekend. Early Sun. leave to climb Granite 
Mtn., an 8 mile 3000' ascent with some 3rd class. 
Lug soles required. -Driving 500 miles. Leaders: ALDEN 
SORBO and JOHN ROBINSON 


ASS 
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Steve Fossett 


Santiago Peak Port po n ed 


The snow-covered mountains made a 
Spectacular view Sunday, January 
21, but the snow made it impossible 
for Sierra Clubbers to get within 
climbing range of Santiago Peak. 
Thus ended our joint climb with 
the 100 Peaks Section, in nearby 
Santa Ana Mountains. Hope we can 
give it another try next March. 


FEB. 1462 
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GRANITE MOUNTAIN NO. 2 
PALEN MOUNTAIN 


John Robinson 


A small, but enthusiastic, group 
of Desert Peakers showed up on the 
week end of January 27-28, for the 
climb of two qualifying peaks in 
the Blythe area. 


Granite Peak the longer climb, was 
done on Saturday. A lengthy ridge 
traverse, over several false sum- 
mits, finally got the hikers to the 
top by midafternoon. Cars were 
reached after dark. The group had 
almost given up finding them and 
was preparing for adesert bivouac. 


Only part of the group climbed 
Palen Mountain on Sunday. Piling 
into a VW, the party rambled across 
the desert floor, dodging sagebrush 
and fording dry gullies, in a ride 
that would challenge the best at 
Disneyland. This got the hikers 
within easy striking distance of 
Palen -- which was ascended in 
warm, Clear weather. 


Leaders were Alden Sorbo (Granite) 
and John Robinson (Palen). 
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County Groups 5 
Plan Hike to 
Saddleback’ 


SILVERADO — The top 
of Saddleback Mountain will 
be the objective today of 
members of the 100 P ea k's 
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County. 
could hold our group 
200 members and guests 
see Georgie White's 
running movies. 


March 11, 80 persons madePan 










^ LDA ر‎ CA 2 £2: HRS ON A ns 3 
"Wider and wider our circle expands." 
At the present rate, it won't be very 
many years 


111 have a new CHAPTER 
Co Noteven the Santa AnaLibrary 


Sierra Club 
in Orange 


before the 


on April 3, as 
showed up to 
splendid river- 


Section and Orange County OTE 


assault on Santiago Peak, with amaz- 


Group of the Sierra Club. | ing 
Members and others wish- SUR 
ing to make the climb will as- 
semble at, 10 a.m. at the end 
of the pavement in Silverado 


Canyon and then will cara- 
van up Maple Springs Rd. to 
begin thé hike to San Diago 
and Modjeska peaks from 
Bear Flat. 


Hike Leaders 


Hikers are to provide their 
own canteéns of water and 
carry a sack lunch. Art 
Blanding of Santa Ana and 
John Robinson of Costa Mesa 
will be hike leaders. : 

The hike to the two peaks 
will be of particular interest 
to Sierra Club members aim- 
ing at membership in the 100 
Peaks Section. Qualifying 
peaks must be more than 
5,000 ft. high, south of the 
Tehachapi Pass and west of 
the desert basins. . 


ATimes — March 3 re, eee ee 
Hiking Group to See 
Slides of High Sierra 


SANTA ANA — Bill andjuary, the trip has been re- 
Margie Henderson :of Lalscheduled for March 11. Per- 
Habra will show slides of|sois interestéd- in the hike 
their hiking trips into, the/will meet at-9 am. at the 
High. Sierra Tuesday at 8igate at the end of Silverado 
p.m. at the meeting of theiCanyon Hd. A; car caravan 
Orange County Group of the will go up Maple Springs Rd. 
Sierra. Club. land the hike will start from 

The session will be held in Bear Flat. i 
the Spurgeon Room of Santa| Hikers "will provide their 
Ana Public Library. Non-jown lunch and canteen of 
members are invited, Chair- Water. Children under 9 
ith Doris Gisele emi years of age should not at- 


tempt the hike, according to 
Because rain prevented leaders Art Blanding -of 


most hikers from making a|Santa Ana and John. Robin- 
hike up Saddleback in Jan-'son of Costa Mesa. 





success. Some 
continued on, 
the brush to Modjeska Peak! 
April 7 and 8, close to 

articipated 
Much thanks goes to those who worked 
so hard to make this activity run 
smoothly. 


of the hardiest 
to climb through 
Again, 
80 persons 
in our Harwood Party. 


SO. SJERRAN: MARCH 





ANNUAL BANQUET 
of the DPS Annual Banquet 


A renewal 
is scheduled for the Dinnerhorn 
Restaurant, 540 North Azusa Avenue, 
Covina, 7:30 P.M., March 28. Desert 
Peakers and their friends are eagerly 
awaiting this event, the first sched- 
uled since 1957. 

Those wishing to hear Dr. Walter Taylor, 
President of the Desert Protective 
Council, speak on "The Fragile Desert" 
Should mail a check for $2.75 to 
Trudie Hunt by the 25th of March. 


High point of the 
DPS spring season 
will be the spec- 
tacular Hi-Lo Pan- 
amint traverse, 
Friday night to 
Sunday, April 27-29, 
Participants will 
zum) be deposited by 
bus in Wildrose Canyon, backpack up 
over the range, climb Telescope Peak, 
and descend into Death Valley, to be 
picked up and returned home. Though 
primarily for knapsackers, day hikers 
are invited to attend, since the bus 
will remain at the kilns all day Sat- 
urday. Cost is $11.50 for bus trans- 
portation. For a brochure on the t , 
contact Robert O. Greenawalt, AT.80719. 
Reservation deadline is April 15. 


John Robinson 
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FEB. 17-18  SAT.-SUN. ^ DESERT PEAKS - 
‘Spectre Peak (4416'); This rocky peak is the high 

point of the rugged Coxcomb ange. - From Desert. 
Center on US 60-70 drive northeast on Parker Dam | 
fs als 27 miles to where blacktop curves right. 
6/10 mile from here turn left on dirt road for 6.8 
miles, then left 1.4 miles and right half mile to dry. 
campsite. Arrows place after 1 p.m. Sat. to compen- 
sate for new road conditions. - No water. Estimated 
7 hours round trip hiking time. Driving 450 mi. 


7 


Leaders: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. | 





FEB. 18 — SUN. = SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Baldy (10,059'): Annual ice and snow practice 
— 10:00 a.m.: Assemble at Harwood: to pool trans. 
to end of road and hike to ski hut from which practice 
will start. Ice axe and lug soles required, crampons 
advised. Bring own lunch. Contact leader if snow 


conditions questionable. Leader LOTHAR KOLBIG. 


. FEB. 24-25 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 

Mopah Pk. (3514'): From a distance this precipitous 
volcanic plug looks unclimable without hardware. How- 
ever there is a 3rd class route via a "'secret passage" 
that we non-rock climbers will use. Sat. from Desert 
Center on US 60-70 drive north to Vidal Jct., then 
12.9 mi. north to a passable but poor desert track. 
Drive 5 mi. NW to campsite at canyon mouth. Early 
Sun. climb peak. No wood or water. Driving 550 mi. 
Hiking 6 mi. Leaders and Trans.: TOM AMNEUS and. 
CLIFF MEYERS. 





—— 


MARCH 10-11  SAT.-SUN. . DESERT PEAKS 
Manly Peak (7,196'): Southern most named peak of 
Panamint Range. Meet 2:30 p.m. Sat. at Ballarat, 25 
mi. north of Tronas. Caravan south to either Redlands 
Canyon or Coyote Canyon and backpack a couple 
miles to dry camp. Early start Sun. for relaxed 5,700' 
elevation gain. Steep class 1, with challenging summit 
block. Pack at least 3 quarts water. Hiking 12 mi. 


Driving 400 mi. Leaders and Trans.: RALPH MERTEN 
and CLIFF MYERS. : | 


| MARCH 24-25 . SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAK 

Car Camping‏ : | وك 

Nelson Range (7701'), Coso Pk. .(8160'): Two plea- 
sant peaks in the Darwin country. Drive east of Cal. 
190 from Olancha 31 mi.; then north on Saline Valley 
Rd. 8 mi. to White Mtn. Talc Rd. Meet here at 1:00 
P.m. Sat. and convoy to start of Nelson Climb. We. 
camp (dry camp) nearby in lee Flat with its spec- 
tacular Joshua trees. Sun. drive to Darwin, where we 
meet at 9:00 a.m. to convoy to Lower Centennial Flat, 
where we start our climb of Coso over a century-old 


mining road and trail. Hiking: Nelson 4 mi., Coso 
8 mi. Driving 590 mi. Leader: WALT WHEELOCK. 


Asst.: JOHN ROBIN 


—— — 


j 
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. MARCH 24-25 SAT.-SUN. ‘SIERRA PEAKS 
Sawtooth Peak (7970'), Owens (8475-8 a.m.: 
Meet at start of 9 mile Canyon road approx 10 mi. 
past Homestead Cafe to caravan to starting point. 
Gain. Sat. 2000’. . Be- prepared for snow climbing. 
Sun., caravan from camp to end of first road N. of 
Homestead. Gain 3000'. Watch for arrows at start 
of 9 mi. Can rc 


anyon road. Trip for families; car camp. 
Leaders and Trans.: RON and CAROLYN SMITH. 





+ 











` Taylor Dome, on the week end of April 


ا 


[maius it to the cars before dark. 
` Sunday, four of the party climbed to 





PEAKS 
ICE AXE PRACTICE, SAN ANTONIO SKI HUT 


SEITE ROR TA 





February 18 


Under the more than capable leadership 
of Lothar "the Guide" Kolbig, twenty- 
one members and newcomers to the _ 
Sierra Peaks Section enjoyed ice axe 

practice inthe Baldy Bowl, under 

excellent conditions. Self-arrests, 

with or without axes, traversing of 

ice fields, and roped climbing were 

some of the subjects covered. With 

the amount of snow reported in the 

Sierra so far, I am sure that these 

fundamentals will be put to good use 

later in the year. 






What a pity it is that those who died 
SO tragically in the backbone area 
last year and at Manker Flats this 
year (non-Club members) did not have 
the benefit of this experience. 


Dave Evang 
Trip Cancellation 
The scheduled climb of Sirketta and 


28-29 is canceled, due to the abnor- 
mally heavy snows of past winter. The 
Ranger at Kernville has informed me 
that the Brush Creek Road will not 
be opened till probably the middle of 
May. 

Andy Smatko 


SAWTOOTH and OWENS 


Warm sun, snow-covered ground, and crisp 
spring air provided the setting on 
Saturday, March 24, as ten climbers 
caravaned to the top of Nine Mile Can- 
yon and started south along the crest 
for Sawtooth Mountain. The snow, deep 


and soft in places, combined with some 
unexpected clefts in the ridge, slowed 
the party down, until finally the group 
splitup. Those withice axes endeavored 
to contour around a major rise, hoping 
the route would provide faster going. 
The snow won out, however, and the 
entire party eventually turned back, 








the summit of Owens Peak. 
Dave Evans 
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Galena Pk. (9,320') —8:00 a.m.: Galena is the high | 


point of the rugged Yucaipa Ridge and guards 


San 


"Gorgonio's south flank. It is a class 2 scramble, steep 


in spots, so Wear stout shoes. Bring at least a 


full 


canteen of water. Camp Saturday night at Falls 
Public Camp at end of Mill Creek Road and leave 


from there Sunday morning. 
Driving 200 mi. Leader: JOH 
ARKEL ERB. Trans.: BOB HAWTHORN. 


| APRIL 14-15 SAT.-SUN. 
iNew York Mtn. (7,445'): This interesting peak, no 


Hiking 8 trailess miles. 
Asst.: 


DESERT PEAKS 


t to 


be confused with N.Y. Butte, involves a trailless scram- 


ble with a 3rd class summit block. 


Bring lug soled 


boots and water. Meet Sat. afternoon at pinyon cover- 


ed campsite; Climb starts early Sun. 


Turn left from 


.U.S. 66 just east of Essex to Goffs, drive north about 
21 mi. to New York Mtn. Rd., take this road, keeping 
right at fork, to camp. Arrows will be up by 1 p.m. 


Sat. Driving 500 mi., hiking 6 mi. 


Leaders and 


Trans.: CLIFF MEYERS and DAN CUMMINNGS. ; 


| APRIL 21-22 


_ APF SAT.-SUN. 
Cirgue Pk. 


(12,863'): First SPS scheduled climb 


this scenic peak. Meet at fountain in Lone Pine 7:30 


SIERRA PEAKS 


of 


a.m, Sat., 9 mi., 4,000' gain to camp; wood, water 
available. Sun. climb peak (2,000' gain) and return 


to cars, 17 mi. total. 


crampons optional. Leaders and Trans.: 
NEUS and RON LYMAN. 


APRIL 27-29 FRI.-SUN. 
Hi-Lo Panamint Traverse, Telescope Pk. (11,049"): 


Lug soles, ice axe required; 
TOM AM- 


لس — 


DESERT PEAKS 


A 


rare chance to penetrate the heart of the highest 


range overlooking Death Valley. Leave Cal 


in Wildrose Canyon. Sat. a.m. Greyhound dischar 


Tech 
parking lot via bus at 6:45 p.m. Fri. Camp Fri. ni 


ght 
ges 


us in vicinity of Charcoal Kilns for knapsack takeoff. 


On fine 7 mi. trail we hike along Panamint crest 


to 


revered Telescope Pk., then descend to Hanaupah 
Spring for Sat. night camp. Sun. a.m. we head for 
Shorty's Well in bottom of Death Valley where bus 


meets us. 
only 38 people, get your check for $11.50 paya 


Dinner stop enroute home. Since bus holds 


ble 


to ROBERT O. GREENAWALT in now. First come, first 


served, Deadline is April 15. Further details will be 
sent upon request. Hiking 11 mi. Sat. (3800' el. 
gain), 10 mi. Sun. (11,300' el. loss). Leaders: 
ROBERT O. GREENAWALT, BOB MARSHALL, CLIFF 
MYERS. 1 

E A شلك‎ qi SSS 

APRi. 28-29 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAK 

Pyramid Pk. (9983'), Mt. Rose (10,800): Joint trip 
with Mother Lode Chapter; 2 snow climbs and car 


camp. Pyramid is a qualifier. 
BORN. Trans.: GEORGE SHINNO, 


Leader: FRANK SAN- 


APRIL 28-29 SAT.-SUN. IERRA PEAKS 
Sirretta (9938'), Taylor Domej LM ') —8, Am) Sat.: 
Meet at bridge over SAC in Kernvite Caravan 
to roadhead at Brus Ere to climb Sirretta, gain 
2500’. Sat. nite c t cars “Brash [SY Sun. 
8 a.m. Taylor. Dom , class 2 ns 1 of Uren early 
return to L.A. Lug soles and ice‘ ax reqbtred. Leaders: 


ANDY SMATKO and TED MAIER. 


es 
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GALENA PEAK APRIL 8 


Blue skies,cool gusts of wind, forests 


of sugar pine and cedar, a bubbling 


creek, and snow-covered mountain scen- 


ery, were enjoyed by the 19 people who 
showed up to climb Galena Peak, high 
point of the unusually rugged Yucaipa 
Ridge. ١: 


The group ascended Mill Creek to its 
steep headwall, scrambled up over a 
conglomeration of dirt, loose rocks, 
and rapidly melting snow, to the sad- 
dle, and then trampled a stairway in 
the snow up the precipitous eastern 
end of the Yucaipa Ridge, to its lofty 
highpoint. 


Fifteen reached the 9320-foot summit, 
to take in a superb panorama of moun- 
tain and desert scenery. The heavy 
snowfall this seasonwas readily appar- 
ent on mighty Mt. San Gorgonio, glimmer- 
ing under its thick winter mantle. 
Sharply contrasting this sno scene, 
was the vast expanse of the hot, dry 
desert, seen through a light haze 9000 
feet below. 


Leaders were John Robinson and Arkel 
Erb. 








PYRAMID PEAK (9983 feet) 
MT. ROSE (10,800 feet 





-clogged roads forced the Sierra 
Sacks See Efon to cancel its Sirretta 
Peak - Taylor Dome outing,on April 28- 
29, but two climbs in the Northern 
Sierra went as scheduled. 


Despite cold and cloudy weather, five 
Sierra Peakers and one guest assembled 
Saturday morning at Twin Bridges, on 
U.S. 50, to ascent Pyramid Peak, which 
rises above scenic Desolation Valley. 
Fresh snow had fallen during the night, 
but the party, led by Jerry Keating, 
found the firm base provided excellent 
footing. An occasional view of Lake 


Tahoe was obtained as the clouds shifted 


Strong winds and a whiteout forced the 


six to retreat immediately from the 
summit. 
On Sunday, fourteen persons (eight of 


hem Sierra Peakers) gethered at the 
Mt. Rose Ski Bowl, for the climb af the 
high point in the Carson Range. Skies 
were cloudy at the start, but the sun 
soon appeared. 


Headed by John Peckhan aid Bill Wildman, 
the climbers hikedup a canyon and then 
worked their way up the south slope of 
Mt. Rose,a substantial portion of which 
was free of snow. 


The panorama from the top included Lake 
Tahoe, on the south, Donner Summit, on 
the west, Reno, on the north, and the 
desert ranges on the east. 
provided a wet, but rapid, way down the 


mountain. ET Jerry Keating 
| MAY 1962 
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MAY 6  . SUN SE . 100 PEAKS THE HI-LO TRIP APRIL 27-29 


Little San Gorgonio (9140'), Wilshire Pk. (8707')— We have done it, and it was a truly 
8:00 a.m.: With an early start Sun. morning we will fantastic trip, our trek up 11,049-foot, 
climb two seldom scheduled peaks. Drive through snow-clad Telescope Peak, and down the 
Redlands on U.S. 99 taking Yucaipa turn-off and ridge into Hanapauh Canyon, and on to 


Glen Ranger Station from where we wil caravan over of the sea. SOU THE RN 


Private road to trail. We climb to Yacaipa Ridge 


saddle and then 1% miles east to Little San Gorgonio. fron Pasadenajmwineing ددر ال‎ TAN E 
—————— 2 


Those wishing to climb Wilshire will hike 1 mi. west Crest. We had a coffee stop at Mojave 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 1 

| following signs to Oak Glen. We meet next to Oak Shorty's Well, 250 feet belowthe level 
| from saddle. Sat. night campers will meet at Mill 


and made camp on the flats at the 


Creek Campground YX4 mi. below lgo's St Mill —— —— —— 
CUTEM ڪڪ‎ e LRL. CARER Ene On. NI entrance to Wild Rose Canyon. At the 
| Creek Road. Hiking 12 mi. Driving 170 mi. Leaders: Beehives, we were met by Park Rangers MAY 
| SCITAR KOLBIG, BEP BINGHAM. Trans.: REBECCA. Matt Ryan and Marshall Shollie, who 








— = were to accompany us on the Panamint 
traverse. Here, we were also met by EH. 2 — مو‎ 
Cliff Myers and Gus Hamilton, who came 





| MAY 12-13 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS up to welcome us. Matt Ryan was good 

North Maggie Mtn. (10,23 oses Mtn. (9331') ———— enough to take our packs to Mahogany 

| —8:00 a.m.: This veskend shall penetrate into Flats, before jeeping up to the new 
———————— ——4—— — the. heartland of De ern Sierran yi heavily ———— radio relay station, on Roger Peak. 

| forested Tule River Bos Sat ake Camp. 

From Portervill af ^ 190 Coringville, then Qur, ee reg hec eps n Ed tb idwn Ge 
| north on Ba Ne road. Sat. WÈ carry packs 4 mi. by heavy winds, but we plodded through 
| to camps, n the ragin MES Sat. p.m. those the deep drifts to the summit, leaving 
| who wisitclimb near ses Mtn. via 3rd class our packs at the take-off for Hanapauh 

route. Sun. scramble O' up North Maggie and Canyon on the way. Due to the snow, 

return to cars. Driving 420 mi. Leaders and Trans.::— ——— we were a bit behind schedule when we E GLASS GUN 
| JOHN ROBINSON and BUD BINGHAM. —  — finished the "high" of our hike and 

—————L———CLLrHgE-p—6Giro4-—MWxN—INSTEAD-———————— started the plunge for the "low." We 
headed for an outcropping of red rock 
on the ridge far below, and a lovely 

Eum MAY 19-20 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS pinon forest beneath that. 


Hayford Pk. (9730'), Sheep Pk. (9706'): Another 
DPS first! Visit largest game range under U.S. Wild- 
life Service. Close to Las Vegas. Meet Sat. 11 a.m. 





| 
| Eight of us, 0 up the rear, 
| under leader Bob Marshall's guidance, 


spent the night at the last snow, at 


at Desert Game Range Corn Creek Hdqtrs. Take U.S. —— the 8200-foot level--Bob Zimmerman sans 
95 N.W. 19 mi. from Las Vegas; turn N.E. at Game sleeping bag. Ice froze in our caiteens, 
| Range sign for 6 mi. on good gravel road to Hdqtrs.——— ——- and the wind howled, so we couldn't keep 
| From here we caravan 24 mi. to 7000' Hidden Forest. our fires burning. The red rocks were 
| Arrows will be posted for latecomers. Sat. night | . more inviting to behold than to sleep 
| campfire talk by Wildlife Biologist. Sun climb Hay- on. 
| ford Pk. and/or Sheep Pk. Driving 670 mi. Leaders: 
— —HARRY and SINA MELTS. Trans.: TRUDIE HUNT. ~The remainder of the group, guided by 


| , leader Bob Greenawalt, spent the nght 
> ane 8 و‎ 5200.00 Level a e a OGE 
just above Hanapauh Springs, from which 
| they plunged down early Sunday morn- 


| MAY 19-20 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS ing, arriving four hours ahead of those 
San Joaquin Pk. (11,600), Gass Mt. (11,127): 2 of us who camped inthe snow. 
snow climbs and car-camp. Joint with Mother Lode ع‎ 
| Chapter which is providing leaders JERRY KEATING We tag-enders, not knowing phere the 
| and CHUCK MILLER. Angeles Trans.: GEORGE SHINNO..— — — advance party was, were cheered to see 


| a mirror flashing on the ridge, and 
came up to Paul Hunter and Harry 
—————————————— —23 Sutherlandt who had waited for us; E > —ÓÓ—: 


Instead of following burro trails off 





EX | E aE JOOREEAKS of the ridge, as Matt Ryan had sug Fhe Se 
Cucamonga Peak (8859'), Etiwanda (8662')—8:00 gested, which would have taken us down 
a.m.: Meet at Icehouse Canyon Resort parking lot 2——————-below the Spring, we took the hardest —- 
| mi. above Mt. Baldy Village. Good trail most of the way down, slipping and sliding over 
_ aay. Beautiful smog free scenery. Hiking 16 mi.__ loose scree and rocks, one huge rock 
| Driving 150 mi. Leader: MARY MEISEL. Asst. and narrowly missing Bob Marshall's head. 
| Trans.: IRENE RASK. s ES TATE Bud and Bep Bingham came tripping up 


‘the steep slope to meet us. 


On the jeep road to SBOLEyME Well, IINE 
Bill Stewart caught a rattle 











CA | s nake, 
cs : which he held by its tail for the edi- 
ETE SE MAYSAGA JATSSUN: SIERRA PEAKS eee .£fication of te camer enthusiasts. Dx TN 
"Indian Rock" (12,160'): Climbers must be in. good 
Are condition. Meet Sat. 7:00 a.m. at roads end on Oak Ranger Warren Hill was .walting for us ا ا‎ 
Creek where the trail starts or Baxter/Puss. Access to at the waterfall above the springs, and 
| this location is via the Whitney Hafthery Rd. west it was a most pleasant surprise to have 
x PEE | from U.S. 6. Watch for stron OD MR packing fo Here ue sumead ester EBSA Peete 
camp will envolve a 4000' gain bver absolutely steep 2 : 
SSS d terrain (2nd class ). No water enroute ^-^ ubiquitous horse vances MUN PATE Er 
| to camp unless there is ow Wood/and water avail- These, and a few ravens, and Bill S 
| —— SMS acamp Sune 200' tọ the rock over 2nd —— rattlesnake, were about all the wild 
| and high 3rd classCroute. Lug['wofed boots a must. life we noticed. Lupin, cactus, desert 
| Round trip back pack 


g and climbing, approx. 10 mi. . primrose, mallow, and many other flowers, 
Contact leaders due to weather and snow conditions were in bloom along the way. 
or final details. Ice ax might be needed. Driving 5 Fee MR 6 
—— ل‎ oe E RINC MS | — We notice ets ear oungest of our 
79». | 465 mi. Leaders: BUD BINGHAM and TOM. AMNEUS. party, 01 1 siciostne AERE the way. 
We didn't have a chance to count heads, 
but surmise that about 24 made the 
traverse. ME - 
We stopped at Shoshone for a quick dip 
| in the hot pool, had a wonderful din- 
| ner at the Rancho, in Barstow, and so 
home, after a truly wnderful adventure, 
| with Bob Greenawalt giving us bits of 
| Death Valley lore along the way. 
| Freda B. Walbrecht 








| JUNE 2-3  . SAT-SUN.  — SETTE EEAKS N 
Matterhorn Peak (12,281') 8:30 a.m.: A joint trip with 
Mother Lode Chapter for a snow ascent of our north- 
ernmost emblem peak. Leave upper Twin Lakes camp- 
ground 8:30 a.m. Sat. Pack 5 miles and 2600' to 
camp with wood and water. Climb peak Sun. on steep 
snow. Gain 2500'. Lug soles and ice axe required. 
Crampons optional. Driving 800 mi. Leaders and 
~ trans.: LOTHAR KOLBIG (Angeles) and JOHN PECK- — 
HAM (Mother lode). — ^ ^ - 





JUNE 9-10 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Williamson (14,384) Sat. 6:30 a.m.: One of the 
most prominent and beautiful land marks on the Sierra 
Crest, The route will be via George Creek on poor 
and steep trail to 10,500' campsite. Water and wood 
available. Backpacking 15 mi., climbing 7 mi. for 
weekend. Ice axe and lug soled boots highly advisable! 
Take one canteen. Gain 4,000' with packs, and nearly 
4,000' without. An especially rugged trip. Meet Sat. 
6:30 a.m. at drinking fountain in Lone Pine. Caravan 
to trc head due to difficulty in locating proper rds.——— 
Driving 450 mi. Leaders and trans.: BUD BINGHAM. 
and SY OSSOFFSKY. wise E —1 











JUNE 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Agassiz (13,891'), Mt. Goode (13,092') —Sat. 
8 a.m.: A joint trip with the Mother lode Chapter to — — 
climb two rugged giants of the Sierra Crest. Agassiz 
“offers views of the spectacular Palisades ramparts; 
Goode overlooks Le Conte Canyon and Black Divide 
beyond. Meet Sat. at South Lake, backpack via trail. 
5 mi. and 1500' to camp at Saddlerock Lake. Wear 
lug soled boots, bring ice axe Climbing class #2. 
Non-peak climbers welcome. Driving 600 mi. Leaders: 
JOHN ROBINSON (Angeles) and JERRY KEATING 
(Mother lode). Trans.: CHUCK and RAE BALLARD. ^ 











JUNE 30-JULY 1 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 

Mt. Haeckel (13,435 ft.) Sat.—8:00 a.m.: Joint 
trip with Mother Lode Chapter. Meet at the end of the 
road at Lake Sabrina 8:00 a.m. Strenuous 8 mile — 
backnack to wooded campsite near Midnight Lake. 
Sunday climb Mt. Haeckel, Class 2-3, lug soles and 
ice axe required. Those qualified may also climb Mt. ^ — 
Wallace (Class 3) 13,377 ft. Driving 600 mi., hiking 
25 mi. Leaders and trans.: BARBARA LILLEY (Angeles) 
Jong RICH GNAGY (Mother Lode). 


EET EE 





JULY 7-8 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Langley (14,042') Sat. 7:00 a.m.: Meet at 
fountain in Lone Pine for caravan to roadhead. Strenu- 
ous approx. 8 mi. backpack on Sat. Sunday climb 
_ peak about Class 2, and return to cars. lug soles re- 
quired, ice axe recommended. All participants should 
be in top condition and must contact leader before 
trip. Driving 425 mi. Leaders and trans.: DAVE EVANS 
& JOHN WEDBERG, 


JULY 14-15 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Russell (14,086'), Mt. Carillon (13,552') 8 a.m.: 
These towering granite peaks offer superb views of the 
tremendous serrated escarpment along the Whitney 
-Crest. Climb either Russel (class 3) or Carillon (class 
7 1). Meet at Whitney Portal trailhead, backpack 3000' 
up N. Fork, Lone Pine Ck. Wood and water at tim- — — 
berline campsite. Sun. ascend to Russel-Carillon Col 
(3000'), then choose your peak. Wear lug soles.. - 
Hiking 5 mi. Sat., 10 mi. Sun. Driving 420 mi. Leaders 


and trans.: JOHN ROBINSON and GEORGE SHINNO. 
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JULY 28-29 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Bloody Mtn. .(12,544'), Mt. Baldwin (12,614') 8. ل‎ 
a.m.: A joint trip with the Mother Lode Chapter. Meet 
at Convict Lake. Knapsack 4 mi. to Lake Dorothy, climb 


———————————M——— 


Bloody Mtn., Class 2. Gain Sat. 5000'. Good trail to 


camp at L. Dorothy. Sun., climb Baldwin via Lake 
Mildred. Gain 2400' class, 2. Both peaks trailless — 
cross-country from camp, moderately strenuous. Lead- 

ers: FRANK SANBORN, JERRY KEATING. Trans.: CHUCK —— 
and RAE BALLARD. OE 
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MATTERHORN MOUNTAIN 


| On Saturday, June 1, 28 Kelties and 


3 rucksacks, led by a battered Trapper 
Nelson (on the back of Lothar Kolbig), 
made it, with their bearers, to a 9600! 
Snow camp below shimmering Matterhorn 
Mountain, an emblem peak. After 
wind-whipped night, all but four base 


دم 


| campers made the summit, on what will 


probably be nominated as the finest 
Snow climb and longest drive of tle 


year, Dave Evans 


5 © ه هو هه هه ه ه‎ eeeeeeeeeene 
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MT. GOODE and MT. AGASSIZ 


Storm clouds which had dampened campers 
the previous night clung to the peaks 
in the South Lake area, June 16, as 33 
Sierrans gathered for climbs of Mt. 
Goode (13,092!) and of Mr. Aga ssiz 
(13,891') on the Sierra crest. But as 
the panty backpacked up the snow- 
clogged Bishop Pass trail, patches of 
blue sky began to appear. 


Rocky outcrops at the 11,000 foot 
level, near Timberline Tarns, provided 
snow-free campsites, and the climbers 
erected the rain protection they felt 
necessary, before setting out for the 
first objective. 


Most of the party. skirted Saddleback 
Lake, but a few ventured across its 
frozen surface, before ascending the 





~ Southeast slope of Mt. Goode, in a foot 


of new snow ontop of an icy base. 
Within two and a half hours, 18 persons 
stood on the summit, for a wintry 
panorama. 


After a stormless, but subfreezing 
night, 28 persons climbed Mt. Agassiz 
via its northwestern slope, within 


three and a half hows. Unfortunately, 


clouds obscured a view of the Palisades, 
but glimpses were obtained of Mt. 
Winchell and Thunderbolt Peak before 
the group returned to the cars. 


Leaders were John Robinson, of Angeles 
Chapter, and Jerry Keating, of Mother 


Lode Chapter. Jerry Keating 





Mr. RUSSELL and MT. CARILLON 


Twenty-five Sierra Club members, and 
friends, gathered at the Whitney 
Portal trail Saturday morning, duly 14, 
bent on climbing two high peaks on 
the Sierra Crest. The rugged, semi- 
trailless backpack up the steep North 
Fork of Lone Pine Creek, to a timber- 
line campsite, was accomplished by 
early afternoon. Six who still had 
energy scrambled up nearby Thor Peak; 
the rest loafed in camp. 


Early Sunday morning, the group began 
the steep ascent to the Russell-Carillon 
col, on the Sierra Crest. From there, 
15 made the airy ridge traverse to the 
summit of 14,086 Mt. Russell. Most 
of the rest scrambled up easy Mt. 
Carillon. From the summits of both 
peaks, superb views were enjoyed of 
the tremendous serated escar p ment 
along the Whitney Crest. 





By midafternoon, everyone was down and 
back to the cars, having enjoyed anther 
beautiful Sierra week end. 

John Robinson 











N 








i 























ONANGA 


MOT MUIR LODE CM APTER 





HUTCHINSON LODGE 

Work days to repair masonry and to improve 
th water system at Hutchinson Lodge are 
scheduled for the weekends of Sept. 15 and 29 
as well as Oct. 20. 

Volunteers will receive food md lodging at 
Clair Tappaan Lodge, transportation allowance 
and priority in making reservations for the 
next ski season, 

Working hours of 9 amè to 3:30 p.m. will 
allow time for hiking, swimming, etc. 

Bring sleeping bag and work gloves. Please 
notify the manager at Clair Tappaan Lodge, 
Norden, Calif., that you are coming. 

—Ken Turer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Monthly meetings of the Mother Lode Chapter 
Executive Committee resume Sept. 19. The 
session will start at 8 p.m. in the home of 
Chairman Chuck Miller, 1892 Claremont Rde, 
Carmichael. 

All chapter members are invited, and com- 
mittee members are urged to be present, 


NEW BONANZA FORMAT 

Starting with this issue, the Bonama will 
appear as a four-page, instead of two-page, 
newsletter. 

Ths change is intended to make the Bonanza 
more attractive and readable. Subscribers! 
comments are invited. 


WILDERNESS CONFERENCE 

The eighth biennial Wilderness Conference, 
theme of which is "Tomorrow's WildernessSeece 
How Much for How Many?", will be held next 
March 8 =9 in the Sheraton-Palace Hotel at 
‘San Francisco, according to a Sierra Club an- 
nouncemernt, Earlier, the conference had been 
set for April 19-20. 

Chapters are asked to keep the conference 
dates open in order to allow the widest pos- 
sible representation at the meeting, one of 
the club's most important events. 





‘planning and action is evident. 


ESE 1962 


CHATRMAN' S CORNER 
In one sense, sumer is the most active 
time of the year for Sierra Club members. 
There are camping trips to the mountains and 
other wilderness areas, climbs up rock faces 
and high peaks, river trips and a wide range 


of other activities. 
experiemes. 

In the fall, sam of the other activities 
take on a relatively greater importance than 
during the summer. To be sure, conservation 
work continues apace during the vacation 
months even though to some it appears to 
diminish. Governmental bodies continue 
their work into the summer, and many of the 
decisions are made then for which the pre- 
liminaries are held earlier in the yeare 

In the fall, however, meetings start 
again, and new enthusiasm for camittee 
Many prob- 
lems and demands face the Mother Lode Chap- 
ter; new bursts of enthusiasm will solve 
many of these. If all of us, 900 plus, 
join in the effort, all our problems and 
demands will melt before us, 

How can we do this? 

Some can do it merely by attending the 
monthly educational meetings; others can 
volunteer to help on the various committees; 
some can help by writing articles fa the 
Bonanza; everyone can do something if he 
stops to think a minute what it might be. 

If then you cannot think of somthing, 
any of the committee chairmen or officers 
would be more than willing to make sigges- 
tions. 

The main point is, if we all wrk together, 
we can reach amazing goals. Since we all 
want to further the aims of the Sierra Club, 
let us do just that. 


These are rewarding 


--Chuck Miller 


EDUCATIONAL MEETING 
Next educational meeting will be held Sept. 
lh in the Garden and Arts Center, Sacramento. 
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New merbers ~ Welcome to 

David I. Bush, Box و‎ Mather AFB 

Mrs Georgia Cook, 1371 Pinon Ave., Anderson 
Harold Drake, 545 S Lassen St, Willows 
Donald Hansen, 2605 Midland Way, Carmichael 
Floyd Hanric 9 330 62nd St, Sacto. 

Donald Johnson, 2672 Ellenbrook Dr, R.Cord. 
Patricia Kealoh, 10229 Coloma Rd, R.Cord. 
Mrg Rosa Se Kelly, 1316 38th St, Sacto 
Rich ard Kerfoot, 1933 Jamestom Dr, Sacto. ` 
Richard A. Knox, 1801 Alcha Way, Modesto - 
dean E. Laird, 107 Semple St, Modesto 

N.J. Laughlin, 1615 Yuba St, Marysville 
Chas, Marshall, 10625 Chardonay Dr, R.Corde 
Dr Wm. Patterson, 3836 Dubac Way, Sacto. 
Tom-Venette Price, 3721 Florin Rd, Sacto. 
James F. Shields, lhhl 27th Ave, Sacto. 


Wm. Solomon, 9632 Lake Natoma Dr, Orangevale’ 


Mr-Mrs Art Stosick, 811 Coronadó Blvd, Sacto. 
Jameg-Robert Stosick,011 Coronado Bivd,Sacto. 
Craig L. Squires, 709 Hunt Way, Davis ET 
. Harold Swanton,17232 Nordhoff St, Northridge 
Thomas M. Wilson, 630 Anderson Rd, Davis - 


Transfers in - Greet to 
W.C. Barnard, 1,300 unis Lane, Carmichael 
Rosemary Barnes, Rt 3 Box 3850X, Oroville 
Dan Se Greens, 5821 Topp Ct, Carmichael 
L.P. Gutterson, 531 Maple St, Sacto. 
Richard GK. Hugill, Hotel Lodi, Lodi 
M. Mazelis, Univ. of California, Davis 
Mr-Mrs James Planakis, 2501 H St, Sacto. 
Mr-Mrs M.M. Roberts, 229 3rd St,. Ripon 
Hrs I.L. Sharp, 6177 Cliff Dr, Paradise 
Mr-Mrs Frark Westfall, P.O. Box 749, Bijou 
| ~= Jim McClelland 


WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 


` generous contribution. 


Page 2 


Start your Christmas shopping early this 
yeart The Garden and Art Fair and White 
Elephant Sale will be held Oct. 6-7 in the 
Art Building on the State Fair Ground. 

The sale is sponsored by the Sacramento 
Garden and Arts Center, of which the Mother - 
Lode Chapter is a member. As Mother Loders 
regularly use the Garden and Arts Center, we 
are obligated to participate in the sale by 
staffing a booth (usually the book, magazine 
and sporting goods section), assisting in 
sale preparations and donating white ele- 
phant items. . | 

Begin looking now for usable, useful arti- 
clos to donate, such as household goods, 
furniture, china, glass, silver, kitchen 
utensils, linen, needlework, toys, radios, 
records, current magazines, books, pictures, 
lamps, garden tools, jewelry and clothing in 
good condition, 

Items may be left before the sale days 
between 8 a.m. and 4 peme Oct. 2-5 at tho 
Art Building or Sept. ly at the chapter's 


` educational meting. - 


Members interested in staffing the booth 


or helping with the sale preparations can 


contact Mary Ann Miller, 1892 Claremont Rd., 


| Carmicheel, 83,7630, or Helen Miller, 4710 


Mead Ave., Sacramento, 455-6512. 


TEN LAKES KNAPSACK . 
Twenty-one persons, including several . 
first-time backpackers, enjoyed a weekend 


.hike into the Ten Lakes Basin, just north of 
=- the Tioga Road in Yosemite National Park, on 


July 21-22. 
I had heard all about the educated bear 
who lives in the area. So two of our four 
cooking groups put their food in my now 
Italian knapsack end hoisted it 10 feet off 
of the ground. The next morning the knap- 
Sack was ripped open and. almost all the food 

was gone. The other groups, who had loft 
food on logs, etc.e, didn't lose a thing! 
Fortunately, they were charitable, and we 
had ample breakfast and lunch. We aren't 
Sure what the moral is, but there must be 
onee 

, The side trips to Grant Lakes, taken by 
four of the group, and to Colby Mtn. و‎ taken 


by the majority, wre rewarding. 


The group thanks C.M. Goethe for mother 
It was used fora 

candy and. marshmallow roast, 
| «dim Dowrie 








EDITOR'S COMMENTS | MTS. DADE AND ABBOT UE 


Although Mother Lode Chapter has conducte Mother Lode and Angeles Chapter members 
more than l5 outings since the last Bonanza joined forces Aug. 11-12 for climbs of two 
was published, the editor has received only major peaks from the 10,000-foot Rock Creek 
nine trip writeups. Of those received, more roadhead, highest in the Sierra Nevada. 
relate to peak climbs than any other field of The weather was perfect for the easy five- 


interest, mile backpack to the Treasure Lakes. While 
Admittedly, there would not be room in the many stayed in carp.to fish or take life easy, 
newsletter for 5 trip reports, especially nine persons climbed Mt. Dade (13,601'). In- 


when conservation articles and announcements teresting conversation around ihe campfire 
of coming events are given priority. But there rounded out the day. 


needs to be a broader representation of the The next morning found us on our way to ihe 

activities which the chapter schedules. more difficult of the two peaks, Mt. Abbot 
Trip writeups should be prepared by the (13,715'). The route took us across the gla- 

leader or a person he designatese However, cier and then up a steep snow tongue to a 


&ll members are invited to contribute articles series of granite ledges covered with loose 
of general interest, especially those dealing rock and sand. This involved some easy third- 
with conservation. class climbing, but rockfall danger was 
--JJK essentially eliminated by traversing the face 
with the entire party of 17 before starting 
NEW MILLS TOWER STAFFER another upward traverse, 
Don Tweedy has assumed duties as the Sierra An exposed third-class knife ridge on good 
Club's administrative manager, a new positione rock brought us to the summit, from which a 
He formerly was budget director of American panorama extending as far south as Mt. Whit- 
President Lines. He also served as chairman ney was obtained. Peaks in southern Yosemite 
of the San Mateo County Parks and Recreation also were sighted. 
Commission. Work with the Boy Scouts is among The number of Mother Loders on the trip was- 
his avocationse small, and we wished that many more could have 
--Hasse Bunnelle experienced the enjoyment offered by these 
high mountains. s 
CUP LAKE --Chuck Miller 
Under the leadership of Frank Pursell, 22 
persons assembled at Phillips Pow Wow July 1 MTS. AGASSIZ AND GOODE 


and then hiked up to ice-covered Cup Lake. Storm clouds which had dampened campers tie 
Eight hikers returned by the same trail, previous night clung to the peaks in the South 
but 1}; continued over Mt, Ralston and down the Lake area June 16 as 33 Mother Lode and Ange- 
other side to Pinecrest Camp. les Chapter representatives gathered for - 
AlL agreed it was a beautiful day. climbs of Mts. Goode (13,092!) and Agassiz 


—Betty mes (13,891'). But as the party backpacked up the 
snoW-clogged Bishop Pass trail, patches of 
MT. LOLA blue sky began to appear. 

Day hikers and peak climbers combined their Rocky outcrops at 11,000 feet provided snow 
efforts Aug. 5 for a fast but easy jaunt along free campsites, and the climbers soon set out 
Cold Stream to Mt. Lola (9,143!), about nine for their first objective. Most kirted Sad- 
miles north of Donner Pass. dleback Lake, but a few ventured across its 

Of the 26 who started, 2l reached the summit. frozen surface before ascending Mt. Goode on 
One climber fished on the way down and soon had slopes coated with fresh snow. Within 23 


his limit, hours, 18 climbers stood on top for a wintry 
view e 
P AA TTRFHORM PEAK After a stormless but subfreezing night, 28 . 


. Icy winds were relentless June 2-3 for the persons scaled Mt. Agassiz within 3 hours 
Mother Lode-Angeles Chapter clirb of Matterhorn via its northwestern slope. Unfortunately, 
Peak (12,281') in northern Yosemite. clouds obscured the Palisades, but glimpses 
Strong gusts battered the 3l-member party's were obtained of Mt. Winchell and Thunderbolt 
campsite at 9,600 feet, and at times threatened Peak before the group returned to the cars at 
. the rext day to pluck climbers off the snow- South Lake, 
covered route to the summit, --Jeyry Keating 


MOUNTAIN WILDFLOWERS 

Fifty-four persons ahari at Woods Lake on 
July 8 for the summer wildflower outing. 

Led by Dr. G.L. Stebbins, they explored the 
subalpine forest, the meadows and open slopes 
below Winemucca Lake; and the snowbanks and 
ledges above the lake. 

An enthusiastic band of flower lovers and 
amateur botanists found blue delphiniums, 
scarlet paint brushes and gilias, pink pussy 
paws and pussy toes, yellow mule ears and mon- 
key flowers, white and green rein orchids, 
yellow and white violets, dwarf dutchman's 
breeches, succulents, rock ferns and dozens of 
other interesting specimense They sampled the 
acid leaves of scurvy grass and the pungent 
bulbs of wild onion, in anticipation of new 
seasoning for the High Sierra camp salad. 

When all were added together, more than 100 
trees, shrubs, flowers and ferns had been seen 
and identified. 

Through the generosity of C.M. Goethe, a 
list of these plants was compiled and sent to 
all participants. 


LOWER FEATHER RIVER 


pt MIN. AND MT. BALDWIN 
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Although outnumbered 25-5 by the Angeles 
Chapter contingent, an enthusiastic band of 
Mother Lode mountaineers enjoyed the mid- 
Sierra on July 28-29 under the leadership 
of Frank Sanborn and Jerry Keating. 

The seven-mile trail to camp at Lake Dorothy 
involved a difficult crossing of Convict Creek 
and a gain of more than 2,500 feet. Most of 
the group skipped across or waded the creek, 
but others found a suitable srow bridge a few 
hundred yards upstream. 

After lunch, seven persons climbed Bloody 
Mtn. (12,5h! و(‎ while the others relaxed at 
the scenic campsite or took leisurely hikes. 

Next morning, 18 climbers reached Mt. Bald- 
wine The climb, over steep slabs in places, 
produced a good view of the Sierra from Mt. 
Humphreys to the Ritter-Banner area. All of 
these mountains are Sierra Peaks Section 
qualifiers; Humphreys and Ritter are on the 
SPS emblem list. 

Rounding out the weekend for the Mother 
Loders was & good dinner at Bridgeport. 

| — Frank Sanborn 


—G.L. Stebbins 
EC WALLACE AND HAECKEL 
Thirty-one persons from Sacramento, Vaca- Twenty-two persons anxious to exchange the 


ville, Davis and Chico enjoyed a leisurely 
paddle from Boyd's Pump Landing to Nicolaus 
on June 17. 

Among the miscellaneous craft in us were 
seven canoes, two double kayaks, four single 
kayaks, a two-man raft and a small river row 
bo ate : 

The group had lunch at Star Bend and a 
"coffee break" and swim at the mouth of the 
Bear River. Enthusiasm was expressed for mak- 
ing this a longer, ovemight run next year. 

Hikers chocolate, courtesy of C.M. Goethe, 
was enjoyed. 

--Ben Glading 


DONNER EMIGRANT TRAIL 

Combining fresh air, hiking, history, geog- 
raphy, archaeology, photography and compan 
ionship made the Donner Emigrant Trail trip 
June 16 a rewarding outing for 29 hikers. 

Teachers and others interested in history 
outlined the early story of the area. Sore 
hunted for Chinese pottery and building mate- 
rials. Picture-takers found numerous flowers 
--including the bright red saprophytic snow 
plant, 

The trip was capped by a stop in Truckee to 
enjoy refreshments, courtesy of C.M. Goethe. 

--Doris Leiser 


world of TV and ringing telephones at sea 
level for the land of snow and rock above 
13,000 feet on the Sierra crest (for the week- 
end at least) assembled June 30 at Lake Sab- 
rina, west of Bishop. 

The backpack to Midnight Lake was completed 
in time for a late lunch. Although the leke 
was still frozen, there were adequate, dry 
campsites for the entire party. 

The pleasantly warm afternoon was spent in 
a leisurely manner by most participants, but 
a few of the more ambitious scaled a nearby 
12,000-foot summit, and others roped up for 
rock climbing practice on a cliff located 
in the vicinity of camp. 

On Sunday, the party climbed to the small 
basin between Mts. Wallace (13,377!) and 
Haeckel (13,435!) At this point, seven re- 
tumed to camp, nine climbed Wallace and six 
traversed the third-class ridge to Haeckel 
where they were joined by eight of the Wallace 
groupe The descent was highlighted by a 900- 
foot glissade on near-perfect snow. 

The cars were reached early enough for every 
climber to get home at. a reasonable hour after 
one of the most rewarding trips to be offered 
jointly by Mother Lode and Angeles Chapters 
this year. 

--Rich Gnagy 


SIERRA PEAKS SECTION 


` Purpose: To develop and expand interest and. activ: 
ity of the Sierra Club membership in the Sierra Ne- 
vada Range. To promote weekend knapsack trips and 
mountain climbs in the Sierra Nevada, and to cul- 
tivate close comradeship among hikers and mountain- 
eers. To aid in the conservation and preservation 
of the wilderness areas of the Sierra, the maintenance 
of good trails and clean campsites, and the dissemina 
tion of general knowledge concerning the range. 


¥ 


Membership: A Sierra Club member becomes a 
section member by climbing any six peaks on the 
SPS qualifying list, subscribing to The Sierra Echo, and 
by submitting written application along with $1 sub- 
scription fee to the treasurer. Members must participate 
in at least one SPS activity each year to remain in 
good standing. Emblem status may be attained by 
climbing 10 of 14 designated peaks. The section 
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month at Lemon Grove Playground Auditorium, 4959 
Lemon Grove Ave. (at Hobart Blvd.). 


The SPS offers a variety of trips, ranging from easy 
one-day climbs, to major ascents involving ice and 
snow or other techniques. Due to length, elevation 
gain,’ or technical difficulty of many SPS outings, it is 
urged that newcomers condition themselves before at- 
tempting an SPS climb. A leader should be contacted 
before going on the first trip. 


Miles Brubacher (Ch.) 
Graham Stephenson (V. Ch.) Lothar Kolbig (Treas.) 
George Shinno لون‎ John Robinson (Alt. S 
— - 3 ف مسمس‎ how eee 





DESERT PEAKS SECTION 


Purpose: To explore the desert mountain ranges of 
California and the Southwest, and to stimulate the 
interest of the Sierra Club membership in climbing 
these ranges. To aid in the conservation and preser- 
vation of desert wilderness areas. 


Membership: Any member of the Sierra Club may 
become a member upon climbing any six mountains 
on the qualifying list maintained by the section, and 
making application for membership in writing to the 
Secretary. 


John Robinson (Ch.) Walt Wheelock (V. Ch.) 


Robert Greenawalt (Sec.-Treas.) 


Harry Melts and Parker Severson (Mem.-at-Large) 


Emblem Requirements: Mt. Montgomery, Telescope 
Peak, Rabbit Peak, Kofa Peak, and Mt. Inyo plus any 
ten additional peaks on the qualifying list. 


- JUNE 30-JULY 1 SAT. SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Sheep Mt. (12,487), Piute Mt. (12,555) —9:00 a.m.: 
A two day ramble over the White Mt. ridge. Meet at 
9:00 a.m., Sat. at Westgard Pass, 13 miles east of 
Big Pine. We will convoy to the Bristlecone Area at 
Shulman Grove, our camp site (bring wood and 
water). Sat. will be spent in looking at the bristle- 
cones and scrambling up nearby easy peaks, such 
as Blanco Mt., Reed Mt., Campito Mt., and County 
Line Hill. Sunday convoy to a alpine valley between 
Sheep and Piute, where an easy circle tour will lead 
us over fhese twin peaks. Driving 600 mi. Hiking: 
2-12 mi. Leaders: TOM & TRUDIE HUNT. 


SEPT. 1-3 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 
Grand Tour of the Northern Whites: An exciting 3-day 
non-rush knapsack traverse covering three great over- 
13,000' qualifying peaks and three spectacular canyons 
in our highest desert range. We'll follow up well- 
watered Chiatovich Creek to our Sat. night camp. We'll 
reach Mt. DuBois about noon Sun. for first prodigious 
Sierra Nevada views, and have lunch on adjoining 
Pellser Flats. Past the upper basin of Middle Canyon 
we'll camp Sun. night. Mon. morning. ascents of Bound- 
ary Peak (highest in Nevada) and Calif. Mt. Mont- 
gomery, . Ya mile away! Then down a scree slope to 
water again in Trail Canyon, ;where a trail takes us 
back to- our. cars. Meet 8:45 a.m. Sat. at Fish Lake 





Maintenance Station, about 25-30 mi. north of Oasis, 


Nevada, on Hwy. 3A. Use Hwy. 395 to Big. Pine, east 
over Westgaard Pass. to Oasis. — Prepare for car shuttle. 
Contact. leaders. for detailed brochure of traverse. Hik- 
ing: approx. | 20 mi. Driving: 680 mi. Leader: RO- 
BERT O. GREENAWALT. Asst. leader: -HUGH R. PAR- 
SHALL. Trans.: either leader. POR ku Sade diy 





AUG. 4-5 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS © 
Mt. ORES, (13, 986') 8 a.m.: Last summer this 
emblem . peak climb was rained out so we're trying. 
again. Participants. must have some rock slimbing ex- 
perience as there are some fourth class pitches, Lead- 
ers must be contacted before the trip. Campsite has 
water but no wood. Driving 600 mi. Leaders and trans.: 
TOM CONDON, LOTHAR KOLBIG, and GRANT RAD- 


AUG 11-12 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Abbot (13,715') 8 a.m.: Joint trip with Mother 
Lode Chapter and first scheduled climb of this em- 
blem peak. Participants must be well qualified in third- 
class rock and ice climbing and will be limited to the 
first 15 to contact a leader before trip. Non-climbers 
are invited to base camp. Hiking Sat. with packs, 4 
mi., 2000'.gain. Sun. 7 mi., 2000’ gain. Driving 600 
mi. Leaders and trans.: MILES BRUBAKER and TED 
MAIER (Angeles) and CHUCK MILIER (Mother Lode). 


AUG. 18-19 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Merriam Peak (13,077'), Royce Peak (13,253') 7:30 
am.: Meet at Mine camp at 7840' on Pine Creek 
(turn off hwy. 395 marked for Round Valley School 
11 mi. N. of Bishop). Pack over Pine Creek Pass to 
planned campsite at Lower Royce Lake. Total gain 
Sat. about 4000’. Sun. climb Merriam (class 2, gain 
1400’) then traverse to Royce (class 2, gain 1250") 
and return to base camp for packs and home. This 
trip not recommended for beginners. Lug soles required 
and ice axe advised. Water at camp but no wood. 
Hiking distance 9 mi. Sat., 13 mi. Sun. Driving 650 mi. 
Leaders and trans.: CHUCK BALLARD and MILES 
BRUBACKER. 


SEPT. 1-3 SAT.-MON. SIERRA PEAKS 
Mt. Brewer (13,577'), Mt. Ericsson (13,608') —6 a.m.: 
A strenuous trip involving almost 12,000’ of total elev. 
gain and nearly 40 mi. of hiking and climbing. tug 
soles and ice axes required. Not technically difficult 
but you must be in top condition to reach either sum- 
mit. We will use the interesting eastern approach, 
going in over Kearsarge Pass and camping at East 
‘Lake Sat. Sun. one group will climb the emblem peak, 
Mt. Brewer, while another group will head for Mt. 
-Ericsson and possibly some other peaks. Early start 
imperative. Meet at Onion Valley roadhead. Driving 
490 mi. Leaders and trans: JOHN WEDBERG, DAVE 
EVANS, and TED MAIER. 


“SEPT. 15-16 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS . 
Arrow Peak (12,958') 7 a.m.: Meet at Taboose Creek 
and U.S. 395. Cars caravan to end of road on Taboose 
Creek. Knapsack to Bench Lake on steep rocky trail. 
Sat. gain 6500’ with long hike in. Sun. gain 1500’ 
with most mileage going out. This area rarely sched- 
uled by SPS. Beautiful but rugged! Driving 560 mi. 
leaders and trans.: , GRAHAM STEPHENSON and 
LOTHAR KOLBIG. 
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SEPT. 29-30 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Kennedy Mtn. (11,433') 8 a.m.: Kennedy Mtn. do- 
minates the Monarch Divide and offers breath-taking 
views into the wild, deep gorges of the Kings River. 
Meet at Cedar Grove in Kings Canyon; backpack 3200' 
to Frypan Meadow Sat. Sun. climb 3600' to peak and 
return to cars. Hiking 7 mi. Sat., 13 mi. Sun. Driving 
600 mi. Leaders and trans.: ANDY SMATKO and 
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|. OGC 6-7 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS - 
Clark Mtn. (7,929'): Joint trip with Riverside Chapter. 
An intersting mtn. from botanical and geological as 
well as hiking viewpoint. Turn N. at Mountain Pass 
Summit sign on US 91 about 34 mi. NE of Baker. Drive 
about 5 mi. on poor road to campsite in pinyon forest 
.at roadhead. Arrows will be up by midafternoon Sat. 
No water. Steep, trailless climb of peak Sun. and re- 
turn home. Hiking 6 mi.. Driving 460 mi. Leaders: 
BOB BEAR (Riverside), CLIFF MYERS [7 geles) — 





OCT. 20-21 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS & W.L.A. 


Fish Creek—Troy Meadows Area, 8 a.m.: Combined 
car camp and backpack. Backpackers meet 8 a.m. 
Sat. at Fish Creek Campground approx. 8 mi. west of 
Kennedy Meadows for exploratory backpack and peak 
climbing on the Kern Plateau. Campers meet same 
place anytime Sat. for loafing, short hikes, or pos- 
‘sible climb of Smith Mt. Contact leaders for possible 
changes due to weather. Driving 370 mi. Leaders and 
Trans.: BUD BINGHAM and ED OSTRENGA. 


— هيده 


| OCT. 27-28 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Kingston Pk. .(7323'): A rough trailless scramble to 
the highpoint of the Pinyon-covered Kingston Range 
SE of Death Valley. 26 mi. east of Baker from US 91 
turn north (just east of windmill) c =- ° ditt road 
for about 28 mi. About 1 mi. east of Summit Pass 
turn south on mining road to camp. No water. Arrows 
up by Sat. mid-afternoon. Early Sun. climb peak and 
return home. Hiking 12 mi., Driving 470 mi. Leaders: 
TOM AMNEUS and MONROE LEVY M 


| 


NOV. 3-4 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS & 
SIERRA PEAKS 
Lakeview (6,562’), Tinemaha (12,561'), 10 a.m.: 


Meet Sat. at Olancha for easy climb of Lakeview 
Peak. Latecomers driving instructions: Drive east 10 mi. 
from Olancha, rt. 2.7 mi., left 4.9 mi. Camp Sat. nite 
in Owens Valley. Sun. climb Tinemaha a few mi. NE 
of Split Mtn., 6000' trailless scramble. Contact leaders 
for Sat. nite campsite and possible changes due to 
weather. Driving 500 mi. Leaders and Trans.: JOHN 


ROBINSON and WALT WHEELOCK, 


— NOV. 17-18 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 

“Argus Pk. (6,542'): Joint trip with Riverside Chapter 
to climb this rocky peak at southern end of Argus 
Range. Meet Sat. afternoon and camp Sat. night at 
Homewood Canyon roadhead. Drive about 7 mi. N of 
Trons, turn left and follow arrows. Climb peak Sun. 
and rive home. Dry camp and climb. Hiking 12 mi., 
Driving 350 mi. Leaders: BOB BEAR (Riverside), POL- 
LY CANNABLE (Angeles) _ 


— 3 — 


NOV, 17-18 SAT.-SUN. 100 PEAKS-SAN DIEG 
| ORANGE COU 
| Cuyamaca State Park—10 a.m.: Meet at entrance to 
park and decide activities for Saturday. Hiking inside 
Park where we will be safe from deer hunters. Cuya- 
,maca. Pk., Middle Pk., Stonewall Mt. and proposed 
Oakzanita Mt. are within park. Saturday night get 
acquainted with Sierrans from San Diego, possibly 
Riverside too. Cuyamaca Rancho State Park is about 
14 m`. south of Julina on Highway 79 in San Diego 
County. Leaders San Diego DR. EDWARD LITTLE. 
los Angeles and Orange County ED O'BRIAN. Hike 
Organizers STEVE MOLNAR and 


DEC. 8-9 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Old Dad Mtn. (4,250'): Seldom climbed peak in rela- 
tively accessible area. Meet Sat. 1 p.m. at junction of 
US 91 and Calif. Hywy. 127 in Baker. Caravan on 
fair desert road to dry campground. Bring wood and 
water. Hiking 4 mi., Driving 470 mi. Leaders: HAR- 
RY MELTS, AL DAGEFORDE. 
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— TRUE REA 


CUYAMACA STATE PARK NOV EMBER. 17-18 
Almost 50 members fromthe two Chapters 


were at the Park Saturday, under s 
skies. Over 30 hiked up to Stonewall 
Peak, in pairs and groups, and 18 
hiked to newly added Oakzanite in the 
afternoon. Due to regulations, and 
the cold night, there wasn't too much 
activity at the campfire, 

Sunday was sunny and clear, Twenty- 
six hiked to the lookout tower on 
Cuyamaca Peak, from which point they 
could see San Diego and the Pacific 
Ocean, the Salton Sea, or Mexico, 
depending upon the direction faced. 
After lunch, eight of the more eager 
made a fast ascent up Middle Peak, to 


8p a pleasant week end, 
aa PE Steve Molnar 





SIERRA AE -BA REUS 
FISH CREEK,TRO WS OCTOBER 20-21 
The néxt to last Sierra Peaks outing 
of thé season was held on the crisp 
Week end of October 20-21, in the Fish 
Creek--Troy Meadows area. A total of 
three summits--Smith Mt., Granite Knob, 
and Jackass Peak, fell to the worthies 
led by Tom Amneus, and all agreed that 
the next time the area is scheduled for 
a climb, it should not be during hunt- > 
ing season] 


ANNUAL BANQUET 


Hardly recognizable ( 
Sierra Peakers and guests enjoyed an 
excellent steak dinner, at Rudy's 
Italian restaurant, to officially bring 
to a close the Section's activities 
for 1962. After dinner, the new exec- 
utive committee for 1963 was presented 
to the membership, and Ted Maier, the 
incoming chairman, made a short address 
to the group. 


We were honored by the presence of 
Leigh Ortenberger, noted author, lec- 
turer, and photographer, who showed 
his slides of climbing and scientific 
research in the high Himalayas, with 
the Hillary expedition of 1961. 

Dave Evans 
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OLD DAD MT, DECEMBER 8-9 
A friendly kit fox, seeking a handout, 
enlivened the "rubber tire" campfire, 


as desert peakers enjoyed a balmy 
evening, 22 miles south of Baker. 
Unseasonably hot weather made more 


strenuous the steep, sometimes exposed, 
2500-foot climb, over rough volcanic 
rock, but noon found 17 climbers sun- 
bathing onthe summit. The uninter- 
rupted view included eight qualifying 
desert peaks, the many volcanic cones 
of the Devil's Playground, and the 
Kelso sand dunes. Inclusion of Old 
Dad Mt. on the qualifying list will be 
voted on at the annual meeting, on 


February 14. The climbers voted "aye," 


ال ا 
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DESERT "uu 


Pinto Pk. (3,982'): A weekend in Joshua Tree Nat. 
Monument climaxed by a 14 mi. scramble up a quali- 


fying peak overlooking vast Pinto Basin. Meet Sat. 

afternoon at Jumbo Rocks Public Campground in the 

Monument; Early Sun. drive to Pinto Basin for Pinto 

ics Pk. ascent. Bring wood and water. Driving 340 mi. 
Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and BOB GREENAWALT. 





| 

| 

| 

| , 

| JAN. 5-6 


SAT.-SUN. 





127, then west 9 mi. to Salsberry Pass to climb Sheep- 
head, a colorful peak with lots of gemstones. Camp 
at Bradbury Wells nearby. Bring wood and water. 
Sun, return to Salsberry-Greenwater junction, then north 
12 mi. to Gold Valley Rd. for Smith climb (explora- 
tory). Hiking 3, 12 mi. Driving 550 mi. Leaders: 


JAN. 19-20 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Sheephead Mtn. (4270'), Smith Mtn. (5950') —1 p.m.: 
ع‎ Drive north from Baker 2 mi. past Shoshone on Cal 
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JAN. 27 SUN. SIERRA E eu 1 
Morris Peak (7,208'), 8 p.m.: Meet at the junction of 
U.S. 6 and Cal. 178 (Walker Pass Road) for caravan 


| to roadhead. Exploratory trailless scramble 2,500' to 
| summit. Contact leaders for possible changes due to 
weather. Driving 300 mi. Leaders and Trans.: DAVE 
EVANS and TED MAIER. 





nÜÀa——MH‏ سه 








45 


"i FEB. 2-3 
Whipple Mtn. (4131'): A long trailless scramble to the 
| high point of the rocky Whipple Range, being consid- 

ered for State Park status. Meet Sat. afternoon at 
~~ Chambers Well campsite. Drive NE from Desert Center 
(US 60-70) to Vidal Jct., then 4 mi. to dirt road lead- 
ing north to campsite. Arrows up by Sat. mid-afternoon. 
z . Bring wood and water. Rise early Sun. to climb peak, 


drive home. Hiking 16 mi., Driving 520 mi. Leaders: 


ہے ~~ 


X - J 1 
FEB. 16-17 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Harwood, lce Axe Practice: Meet Sat. afternoon at. 
po — Harwood Lodge for informal activities, Movies by 
Lothar Kolbig Sat. eve. Ice axe practice and training 
| Sun. Lug soles and ice axe required for practice 
aaa session, crampons very desirable. Central commissary. 
à | Leader and Hosts: LOTHAR and MYRTLE KOLBIG. Res.: 
and Trans.: TED and MARY JANE MAIER. Comm. 

member: LEW TWERSKY. 


| E 





JOHN ROBINSON and HARRY MELTS. 











| FEB. 22-23-25 FRI.-SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 

Tajo Canyon, Sierra Juarez, Baja Calif.: Meet 8 a.m. 
Fri. at La Rumarosa. Caravan to head of Tajo Canyon. 
Backpack 3000’ downhill on fair mine trail. Camp 


t with wood, water, palms. Sat. erplore rough, trailless, —— —- 


_palm-filled S. Fk., Tajo Canyon. Sun. backpack 10 mi. 
downhill on faint Indian trail Drivers car camp at 
= , Guadalupe Canyon (hot springs bathing). Meet hikers 
| Sun. at Tajo. 4 wheel, VW or truck recommended. - 
| Leaders must be contacted to arrange shuttle, obtain 
detailed directions. Strenuous but spectatcular. Leaders: 


|^... TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. 
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AE LEM 6 
PINTO PEAK JANUARY 5-6 
Seventeen desert enthusiasts met in 


the heart of Joshua Tree National 
Monument the first week end of 1963. 
Included were several newcomers to 
Club activities. ` 


Sunday morning, the group caravaned to 


vast Pinto Basin, under clear, warm 
skies. The day's objective was Pinto 
Peak, a DPS qualifyer. Sixteen of the 
group hiked across the upper part of 
the basin, past stands of cholla, 
ocotillo, and barrel cactus, and up a 
steep, rocky ridge to the summit. 


The view was superb. Observing the 
endless panorama of empty desert 


~~ basins and ranges, it was hard to be- 


lieve that California is now number 


one in population. TohneRobinson 


FEBRUARY 2-3 
journeyed 260 


WHIPPLE MT, 
Eighteen hardy, hikers 
miles from Los Angeles Saturday to 
climb Whipple Mountain, one of the 
more lengthy and seldom-visited desert 
peaks, It was ten years ago to the 
month since John Delmonte led the last 
DPS group up this peak. 


The group arose early Sunday for this 
rather long climb and scrambled up a 
long, rocky wash and over two false 
summits, before reaching the true one, 
The weather was unusually warm for 
February, and many of the party wished 
they had brought along two canteens 
instead of one, 


The 16 who reached the summit enjoyed 
a fine view of over 50 miles of the 
muddy Colorado River, along witha 
desert peak panorama that extended 
south to precipitous Castle Dome, west 
to the rugged Coxcombs, and north to 
pinon-forested Providence Mt, 


Leaders were John Robinson and ea مس‎ 


Melts. 


John Robinson 
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— ——— — — and Spanish Needle 





Twenty-two climbers 
tous clouds moved in overhead.  Fortu- 
nately, the weather cle 
teen of the pajfty reache 
Sawtooth Peak, 7970', in perfect weath- 
er, A great number of ladybug$ were 
encountered onthe summit, and this 
(plus the fact that some of the bugs 
were not really ladies, and bit a num- 
. ber of their guests) 
the worthies to eat their lunch some- 
what below the top. After placing a 
— new register, the group made it back 
to their cars by abou e o'clock. 


the top of 


sunday morning, aftefSeorusy-sterling- 
it was decided to abandon —— 


i 
- Dave Evans 
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+ endeavor, 
‘the attempt on Spanish Needle, due’ to 
persistent downpours in the area, 








o 
. t » ec 


-— 


A ——À———————— اا‎ 





April 13-14" E — 5 


left upper Nine ' 
Mile Canyon Road while a few porten- 
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caused many of 
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== — S MARCH 15-17 


~~ ~~ stead Cafe. For Spanish Needle, class 3, meet Sun. at (Grove. EE 





MAUREEN BRUBACHER, TED MAIER. 


MARCH 3 SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 


Strawberry Peak — 10 a.m.: Beginning mountaineer- 
ing, conditioning, equipment, Scrambling ggg mountain 
travel, Be introduced to this exciting and different. 
sport. Girls welcome. Wear rubber-soled shoes and be 
prepared for cold or sun. Meet af junction of Angeles 
Crest Hwy at Palmdale turnoff. Leaders: MILES and 


FRI-SUN. 

100 PEAKS 
Martinez» Pk. (6539')—7:00 p.m.: Backpack ‘from 
Agua Alta Canyon to Valerie-Jeans. Carry minimum 
3 qts. water. Hiking: 24 mi. Detailed brochure on 
request. Bus limited to first 39 persons sending $5.00 
check payable to leader. Deadline March 5 (no re- 
funds later). Meet 7 p.m. Fri., Cal Tech parking lot, 
Pasadena. Leaders: TOM and TRUDIE HUNT. . 








MARCH 31 XL 
Cedar Mt. (8i 2717747 )—8 a.m.: Meet 
at the junctio: _ .. S men Flats Rd. leaves Mill 
"Creek, about 14 mi. east of Redlands. 12 mi. of trail 
hiking to two forested summits that dominate the west- 
ern end of Yucaipa Ridge. 
shoes suggested. Driving 170 mi. Leader: JOHN. ROB- 


100 PEAKS 


INSON. Asst: LES GAMPP. Trans.: HARRY AMSTUTZ. 





APRIL 2 TUES. ORANGE CO. GROUP 


Santa Ana Library—8 p;m.: John Robinson will show 


‘slides of his many climbs of the volcanic peaks of the 
Pacific Northwest.. Host: DORIS STEELE. 


APRIL 13-14 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Sawtooth Peak (7970'), Spanish Needle (7879')— 
8:30 a.m. both days: For Sawtooth caravan, meet 
Sat. at start 9 Mile Canyon Rd. 12 mi. north Home- 


Homestead Cafe for caravan. Camp Sat. night Indian 
Wells Canyon. Contact a leader re equipment required 

- for safety and possible change due to weather. Sat. 
8 mi., 2000' gain. Sun. 7 mi., 4000' gain. Leaders: 
BUD BINGHAM and TOM AMNEUS. 





APRIL 20 SAT. + 100 PEAKS-PCC 


Bighorn (8441'), Ontario (8693); Optional: Timber 
8303'), Sugarloaf (6924')—8:30 a.m.: Icehouse 


Be Shown . 


DESERT PEAKS "= 





Possibility of snow, stout > 
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High on the Yucaipa Ridge 


Canyon Resort parking lot, Mt. Baldy Village. Take 


MiS3Baldy road north out of Claremont. This is our ~ 


annual joint trip with Pasadena City College Highland- 
ers. Because of probable large attendance we will 


divide into two groups. A slow group will climb Big- .—. 


horn and Ontario: a fast group will add Sugarloaf 
and Timber plus the Timber scree slope. Leaders: RUSS 


MOHN and BOB GARDNER. Trans.: JOAN GORDON. 











Volcanic 
Climbs to 


G ARDEN GROVE _ 
NEWS 


Climbs of all the major vol- A p Pia) ge 


Palms to Pines Hwy. via Martinez Pk. (optional climb), tanic peaks DEI Da cific 


Northwest will be seen in col- 
or slides at the meeting Tues- 
day of the Orange County 
Group of the Sierra Club con- 
vening in the Spurgeon Room 


of Santa Ana Publie Library. 


Showing his slides, ranging 


 .. from Mt, Shasta to peaks near 


the Canadian border, wil] be 
John Robinson of Costa Mesa. 
A teacher in the Newport 
Beach Elementary School 
system, Robinson has been a 
Sierra Club member for eight 
years, is chairman of the Des- 
ert Peaks Section and mem- 
ber of the Sierra Peaks and 
100 Peaks Sections as well as 
the Orange County Group. 
His one-hour showing of 
climbs to'18 peaks will follow 
a short business meeting al 
8 p.m. conducted by Dick 
Fossett, chairman, of Garden 
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Rising as a protective bulwark along 
the south flank of the great San 
Gorgonio massif, and separated from 
the latter by the deep fault-scar of 
Mill Creek, is the long rugged Yucaipa 
Ridge, one of the sheerest mountain 
blocks in Southern California. Sur- 
mounting this lengthy ridge are seven 
peaks, which rise as proud sentinels, 
guarding their mighty neighbor to the 
north. 


Two of these sentinels, Allen Peak and 
Cedar Mt, were the objectives of 47 
Sierrans and guests, Sunday, March 21. 
Under a warm sun moderated by a gentle 
breeze, the party ascended the winding 
fire road from Mill Creek to the crest 
of tle ridge 35 mdethe Dp f Allen Bak. 


After lunch, 22 of the party continued 
along the ridge to Cedar Mt,, a new, 
worthy addition to the 100 Peaks list. 
The panorama of clouds below, with the 
great bulks of San Gorgonio, Sn cinta 
and San Antonio protruding fr above, 
was superb. 


This was one of the longer hikes 
scheduled by the Hundred Peakers, 
Those who climbed both peaks logged 


some 15 miles with 4400 feet in eleva- 
tion gain. 


Included in the group was a good-sied 
contingent of fifth graders from the 
leader's class, in Newport Beach Bur 
of these small peakbaggers ascended 
both peaks, staying right with the ad 


01 John. Robinson 
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climbing and in good condition sho attempt either 
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Volcanic 
Climbs to 
Be Shown 


Climbs of all the major vol- 
canie peaks of the Pacific 
Northwest will be seen in col- 
or slides at the meeting Tues- 
day of the Orange County 
Group of the Sierra Club con- 
vening in the Spurgeon Room 
of Santa Ana Public Library. 

Showing his slides, ranging 
from Mt. Shasta to peaks near 
the Canadian border, will be 
John Robinson of Costa Mesa. 

A teacher in the Newport 
Beach Elementary School 
system, Robinson has been a 
Sierra Club member for eight 
years, is chairman of the Des- 
ert Peaks Section and mem- 
ber of the Sierra Peaks and 
100 Peaks Sections as well as 
the Orange County Group. 

His one-hour showing of 
climbs to'18 peaks will follow 
a short business meeting at 
8 p.m. conducted by Dick 

Fossett, chairman, of Garden 

ve. 

ar isitord are welcome to,at- 

tend the meeting and to learn 

more. about the Sierra. Club 


and its objectives. -=° 
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Rising as a protective bulwark along 
the south flank of the great San 
Gorgonio massif, and separated from 
the latter by the deep fault-scar of 
Mill Creek, is the long rugged Yucaipa 
Ridge, one of the sheerest mountain 
blocks in Southern California. Sur- 
mounting this lengthy ridge are seven 
peaks, which rise as proud sentinels, 


guarding their mighty neighbor to the 
north. 


Two of these sentinels, Allen Peak and 
Cedar Mt, were the objectives of 47 
Slerrans and guests, Sunday, March 31, 
Under a warm sun moderated by a gentle 
breeze, the party ascended the winding 
fire road from Mill Creek to the crest 
of th ridge 35 mde the top a Allen Rak. 


After lunch, 22 of the party continued 
along the ridge to Cedar Mt., a new, 
worthy addition to the 100 Peaks list. 
The panorama of clouds below, with the 
great bulks of San Gorgonio, An cinta 


and San Antonio protruding fir above, 
was superb. 


This was one of the longer hikes 
scheduled by the Hundred Peakers, 


Climbed both peaks logged 
some 15 miles with 4400 feet in eleva- 
tion gain. 


Included in the group was a good-sized 
contingent of fifth graders from the 
leader's class, in Newport Beach Bur 
of these small peakbaggers ascended 
both peaks, staying right with the mad 


of the group. John Robinson 
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Today's trip will include as a mini ghorm Mt. and Onterio Pko s bárbieity voile 
wi th lots of' energy can add Timber Mto and Sugarloaf Pk. in addition. The plan will be 
to divide the group at the beginning. Bob Gardner will lead a fast group to the saddle 
and on to Timber Mt. and its scree slope (green route below). Russ Mohn will we 
slower group to the saddle and directly up Bighorn Mt. and on to Ontario Pk. The fast 

FOG wii prob 
will lunch together on Ontario Pk. After lunch, E Mohn wilh lead B group to 
Sugarloaf peak and back to Icehouse Canyon vía. a steep, roug country route 















green) = - do not attempt this unless you can xil ! weil on rough trsilles: Paul 
Mohn will lesd the slower group via. the trail to Kelly's Camp, thence back te gaddie 


end down the Teshouse Canyon trail. 


Other aims in the area on the 100 Peak list: Telegraph Pk. north of 1 imber, 
Cucamonga Pk. and Etiwanda Pk. southeast of the saddle; there are trails close to the 
summits of each of these. 


No dogs on this trip please. Er x 
Driving Directions: 75 mi. total — > 
Go east on U. So Hwy. 65. On the Tw sids of JE eme 
"Mto Baldy Resorts" (Padua Ave.) Turn right on Cswp Paldy R 





community of Mt. Baldy to Icehouse Canyon Resort. Park in the due below he reor. 


run 


sing Directions: ll mi. minimm with 3 


bly overtake tne slower group somewhere between Bighorn ang Ontario. All‏ ظ 
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JULY 13-14 
mop | Middle Palisade (14,040') — Joint trip with the Socor- 


SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 





ro Alpino. de Mexico climbers. Participants considering 
this climb must have solid experience on steep ice, 
snow and rock (3rd class). The number of participants 
will. be limited to maintain safety. Leaders MUST be 
contacted for reservation and details. Hikers and back- 
packers welcome to join the group at scenic campsite. 
3 Gain to camp 3,500'. Driving 500 miles. Leaders & 
Trans. : BUD BINGHAM & GRAHAM STEPHENSON, | 








SIERRA PEAKS & 
3 MOTHER LODE 
Banner Peak (12,945') — Class 2 plus 1000 Island, 
Garnet, and Shadow Lake circle trip. One of the 
— — Sierra's most beautiful areas. Joint trip with climbers 
from Socorro Alpino de Mexico. Meet 8:00 a.m. Sat. 
Agnew Meadow. Peak climbers leave promptly, back- 
packers follow at sad pace. 10 miles, 1500' gain . 


JULY 20-21 SAT.-SUN. 


- —À—á— Há—— 


to camp at 1000 Island Lake. Wood & water. 5 miles 
additional for Banner Peak and 3100' gain. Lug 
soles, ice axes required. Hikers and backpackers wel- 
come. Contact leaders before trip. Driving 600 miles. - 
Leaders: TOM AMNEUS, GEORGE SHINNO for Angeles, 
ROGER MONROE, JR. for | for Mother Lod Lode. PESE. 
Ip ene 


com 


f 








| 
| 








JULY 27-28 |  SAT.-SUN. - DESERT PEAKS 
Black Mtn. (9083') — Blanco Mtn. (11,278'): Meet 
11 a. m. Sat. at White Mtn. Road, Westgard Pass, 14 
mi. east of Big Pine. Caravan to old mine site to climb 
Black. Camp at Schulman Grove in the bristlecones. 
9 a.m. Sun. drive to Crooked Creek junc. for the climb. _ 
of Blanco. Hiking: 4 and 6 mi. Driving: 700 mi. Lead- 
ers: WALT WHEELOCK and RUTH DALY _ 





AUG. 3-4 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS & | 
| ORANGE COUNTY 
Florence Pk. (12,432"), Rainbow Mtn. (12,005') — 


8 «am.: These peaks in the Swiss-like Mineral King 
area dominate the southern end of the rugged Great 
Western Divide. Meet at south end of Mineral King 
Village Sat. Knapsack 5 miles to Franklin Lakes camp- 
site, wood and water. Hikers and backpackers wel- 
come. Optional climb of Rainbow Mtn. Sat. p.m. Sun. 
climb Florence Pk (class 2) and return home. Driv- 


erm 


AUG. 10-11 SAT.-SUN. LONG BEACH, 

SIERRA PEAKS 

Crystal Lake Family Backpack: 2 mi., 600 ft. elevation 
gain. Here's a real easy one. If you want to start the 
family in backpacking, this is it. Beautiful views of 
entire Mammoth Lakes area from trail. Also car camp 
at Lake Mary. Energetic ones can hike over Sierra 
Crest from Crystal Lake on Sun. for more beautiful 
views of John Muir Trail area. Meet at Lake Mary 
campground 10 a.m. Sat. Driving: 600 mi. Leaders: 
RON and CAROLYN SMITH, MILES and MAUREEN 


BRUBACHER, IER Ong غنات‎ contact. GARVER LIGHT. _ 


AUG. 24-25 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Four Gables (12,760') — 8 a.m.: This will be a mod- 
erate backpack to a campsite in a wooded valley near 
- Horton Lakes, then a climb up to the inspiring Sierra 
Crest. Some rock scrambling on the climb up Four 
Gables on Sun. Optional climb of Mt. Tom from camp 
on Sat. Meet Sat. a.m. at locked gate on Horton 
Creek road. Take road from Bishop toward Lake Sa- 
brina, making a right turn onto the road to Buttermilk 
Country and then onto the road to Horton Lakes. Look 
|. for Arrows. Hiking: Sat. 6 miles, gain 2500', Sun. 10 
miles, gain 2700'. Driving 600 mi. Leader: DICK JALI 





AUG. 31-SEPT. 2 SAT.-MON. SIERRA PEAKS 

LONG BEACH, ORANGE COUNTY, 

WLA and S. F. VALLEY 
(14,182'), North Palisade 
Meet Sat. roadhead north 
fork Big Pine Creek. 6 mi. easy backpack to camp- 
site at Alpine Meadow, wood and water. Turn off 
trail between 3rd and 4th lake to Sam Mack lake trail. 
Backpackers, campers, photographers, hikers wel- 
come. Hike to glacier or beautiful view at upper 
Glacier Lodge, Climbers will ascend, according to 
experience, any of the above peaks, 2, 3 or 4th class, 
two of which are emblem peaks. Nat. Sci. repre- 


Gayley (13,510"), Sill 
(14,254') —8:00 a.m.: 





sentative will answer questions about area. Lug soles 
and ice axe required. Driving 550 mi. Trans. and 
climbing co-ordinator: LOTHAR KOLBIG. Leader for 


Orange County: STEVE FOSSETT, for S. F. es 
_ RICHARD. SEARLE. 


AUG. .31-SEPT. 2 SAT. -MON. DESERT. PEAKS 1 
2 (11 ,775') Meet Sat. noon at Cawer's 

Cafe for caravan up South Fork of Twin River to 
trailhead... Drive east on U.S. 6 for 5. 5 mi. beyond 

Tonc opah, - Nev., then. north on Nev. 8A for about 60 
a 6r mi. past Round. / Aountain turnoff to 

at. i mi, to camp, ` 100 Desi mion gain: 

| jged canyon. Sun. ids are Mee 


pe 

















ing 450 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON & TED MAE 
ER for Angeles, KEN STIC tor Orange County 





———— س 
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SEPT. 14-15 —  SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS - 
Mt. Tyndall (14,025') — Strenuous trip for climbers 
in good condition only. Meet at Symmes Cieek road- 
head 8:00 a.m. Sat. for long waterless backpack to 


Anvil Lake. Leave early Sun. morning for climb of. 


peak and return to cars Sun. Lug soles and go very 
light. Nearly 18,000' total elev. gained an4 lost. 
Hiking about 20 mi. Driving: 470 mi. Leaders: 
‘DAVE EVANS and JOHN WEDBERG. 





"SEPT, 28-29 ins SAT.-SUN. SIERPz. PEAKS. 
-.panish Mountain (10,051')—Class 1-2: Meet Sat. 


7:30 a.m. at roadhead at Wishon Reservior 12 mi. _ 


Easy backpack to campsite, wood & water, at Spanish 
Lake. 2000' gain. Sun. climb peak, 31% mi. total 
hiking, 1500’ gain, overlooking the deepest gorae, 
(6000' drop) in the U.S. Beautiful autumn. colored 
woods. Take route :*168 to Shaver Lake, turn east on 
Dinkey Cr. road to Dam. First time scheduled. Driving 





dist. about 500 mi. Leaders: ANDY SMATKO & TOM 
ROSS | RE i 
. OCT. 5-6 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA P: AKS, 
WLA & S. F. VALLEY 
Mt. Silliman (11,188') — Twin Lakes. Meet 8:00 


a.m. at Sequoia-Lodgepole campground for leisurely 
7 mi. backpack through autumn colors to camp at 
‘Twin Lakes, 2700’ gain, wood and water Sun. loaf 
in camp area, easy walk to Silliman Pass and Twin 
Peaks, or climb Mt. Silliman by trailess route, 1800’ 
gain and 4 mi. Return to cars same route Sun. Driv- 
ing 460 mi. Leaders: TED MAIER for Los Angeles, ED 
OSTRENGA for W. L.A. Section. 














OCT. 12-13 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Sirreta Pk. (9977'), Cannell Pk. (9469') — 8a.m.: 
A weekend car-camp high on the Kern Plateau; Meet 


Sat. at Brush Creek Road junction 20 miles north of 





Horse Meadow, wood and water available. Sat. climb 
Cannell Pk. (5 mi.), Sun. Siretta Pk. (6 mi.). Both 
peaks easy scrambles, recommended for beginners. 


Driving 380 miles. Leaders: JOHN ROBINSON. and 


MILES BRUBACHER 





OCT. 18-20 FRI.-SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Providence Mtns. (7171'): A bus trip to Mitchell Cav- 
erns State Park, where we are joining with the River- 
side Chapter for the climb of Providence. Meet 7:00 


p.m. at the Cal-Tech Parking Lot for chartered bus. Sat. لش‎ 


morning climb Providence Pk., or Fountain Pk. or ex- 
Plore the Caverns. Will return to Cal-Tech by 6:00 
p.m. Sun. Reservations limited to 38, send check to 
HUNTS for $9.50. If driving, US 66 to Essex, then 
n.w. 21 mi. to Park. Total mileage 530. Leaders: TOM 
end TRUDIE HUNT, BOB BEAR 
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Kernville. Caravan 12 miles to weekend campsite هن‎ — ——— 
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One might think that 
So far 
few participants, but such was not the 


a Scheduled trip 
from Los Angeles would attract 


case. Twenty-five persons made the 
long trek into Nevada to climb 11,775' 
Arc Dome, high point of the lofty 
Toiyabe Range, some 60 miles north of 
Tonopah. 


Eighteen desert enthusiasts made up 
the main group, which, Saturday after- 
noon, backpacked the six miles up the 


rugged, aspen-filled canyon of Twin 
River to a meadow campsite. A few 
rain showers en route to camp both 


worried and refreshed the party, sev- 
eral of whom had made previous, unsuc- 
cessful attempts on Arc Dome. However, 
Sunday morning dawned clear and warm, 
and leader Andy Smatko led the group 
at a moderate pace up several shady 
Canyons, onto a lofty ridge, over to a 


timberline saddle, and finally up the - 


long talus skpe of the peak itself. 
Seventeen made the top, to enjoy a 
Superb desert and mountain panorama. 


On the way down the party met " Ironman" 
Arky Erb, who was storming up the peak 
after climbing Wheeler Peak the day 
before. Needless to say, Arky made the 
top and then 


the cars. 
Jonn Robinson: 
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Cartago Mtn. (10,480') — Timosea Pk. (8,625')— 
9:00 a.m.: These are strenuous climbs, mostly trailless, 


of two non-qualifying peaks in the Sierra between 


li 


| 
| 
| 
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NOV. 2-3 — SAT.-SUN. 


Olancha and the Cottonwood Basin. Rewarding vistas 


of the southern Sierra and desert ranges. Meet Sat. 


9 a.m. at Cottonwood Creek Campground, below pack 


station. Climb Timosea Sat., 6 mi., gain 3,265'. Camp 


by cars Sat. night. Sun. meet at Union 76 Station on 
Hwy 6 in Olancha for climb of Cartago, 10 mi., gain 


6,700', 7 a.m. Contact leader for further details. 


Driving: 450 mi. Leaders and trans.: FRANK SAN- 
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- SIERRA PEAKS — — 


NOV. 28-DEC. 1 


an ——— 


THURS.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
;Cerro de la Encantada (Big Picacho or Picacho Del 
Diable) (10,126') — 10 a.m.: We will meet Thurs. 
on California side of border in Calexico. We will then 
caravan to end of road near mouth of Canyon del 
Diablo. Backpack same day up canyon to suitable 
campsite. Water and maybe wood available. Sat. 
climb, peak and backpack port way out. Swn. out to 
‘cars dnd home. Participants MUST contact leader a 

‘also MUST be able to negotiate Class 3 rock climbing 
without a rope. Near summits there is exposure and 
a rope will be available for those who wish a belay. 
Elevation gain about 8,000’. Driving over 600 mi. 


~,Co-Leaders: VERN JONES and ANDY SMATKO. - 
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NOV. 9-11 SAT.-MON. DESERT PEAKS 

Kofa Pk. (4,828') Castle Dome (3,793'): A chance 
to pick up an emblem peak and a qualifying peak on 
one week-end, as well as explore the Kofa Game 
Refuge. We will climb Kofa on Sat. and Castle Dome 
on Sun., in order to leave Mon. for exploring this very 
interesting area and a leisurely trip home. Camp Fri. 
night in the Game Refuge below Kofa Peak. Each peak 
about 10 mi. Drive past Blythe to Quartzsite, then 


mi. Leaders: LOTHAR KOLBIG and WALT WHEELOCK. 


NOV. 16-17 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 


Mt. Stirling (8,217'): Meet Sat. 8:00 a.m. in ghost 


town Johnnie, Nevada. 16 mi. north of Pahrump on 
Nevada State No. 16. Climb Stirling Sat. from the less 
accessible western side. Exploratory. Elevation gain 
over 5,000'. Not recommended for beginners. Sun. 
activities depending on individual desires. Driving 625 
mi. Leaders: SIINA and HARRY MELTS. x 


NOV. 23-24 SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Pinyon Pk. (6,796'), Black Pk. (7,920') —10:00 a.m. 
One easy, one moderate, both trailless, Meet Sat. at 
Walker Pass summit (Calif. 178) for caravan to road- 
head for Pinyon Pk., about 5 mi. round trip, 2,300' 
gain. Camp by cars Sat. night in Indian Wells Canyon. 
Meet Sun. at 7:30 a.m. at Indian Wells Canyon turn- 
off, % mi. past Homestead Cafe on U.S. 6 for caravan 
to roadhead. Climb Black Pk. (between Owens and 
Morris) about 5 mi. round trip, 3,100' gain, class 2 


or 3 on top. Contact a leader for possible change 


due to weather. Driving 300 mi. Leaders and Trans.: 
TED MAIER and PHIL CLAYTON. 











DEC. 14 SAT. DESERT PEAKS . 
Spirit Min. (5639'): Meet 8 a.m. Sat. morning 1 mi. 
east of Christmas Tree Pass. Drive north on U S 95 
from near Needles. Turn off to the east on a dirt road 
about 5 mi. north of the Nev. 77 junction. Arrows will 
be posted late Fri. night. Total mileage 560 mi. 
Leaders: ARKEL ERB and NEKO COLEVINS cor 


south 19 mi., then east 6 mi. to campsite. Driving 540 —— —— ————————————————————————————————— 


WENNS Mu and اك‎ E اك‎ 


TOS 


Mopah Peak (3514): This desert monument is an old 
volcanic plug standing very impressive in the sky from 
| any view around its base. We will use the class 3 


| 
| 2S 
| ` JAN. 4-5 SAT.-SUN. ` DESERT PEAKS 


| (Keyhole) route. Sat. drive through 29 Palms, Rice, SS 


E | to Vidal Junction, then North 12.9 mi. to a marked 
| rough dirt road N.W. for 5 mi. to canyon mouth for 
| campfire. Bring wood and water. Climb peak early 


^ —  — — —t Sunday. Driving 550 mi. Hiking 6 mi. Leaders and 


| trans.: GENE GAIL and ABE SIEMENS 
| 

ee کا چ‎ Sh EE O deos MN 
| 
5 
| JAN. 11-12 SAT.-SUN. - SIERRA PEAKS 


yc me Greenhorn Mts., Black Mtn. (7432')—11:00 a.m.: 
Meet Sat. at Wofford Heights at turnoff to Greenhorn 
Mtn. Park, on west side of Isabella Reservoir, about 


|... | 7 mi. north of Isabella for caravan to roadhead. Climb 
١ Black Mtn., 4 mi. round trip (trailless) and 2500' 

| gain. Car camp Sat. night. Sun. climb will be decided 

| depending upon conditions, possibly in Greenhorns, 

| possibly over in Walker Pass area. Contact leader for 

weather and snow conditions. Driving 380 mi. Leaders ` 


‘and trans.: WALT WHEELOCK and MILES BRUBACHER. 


Eagle Peak (3806')—3 p.m.: We will meet in Sho- 
| shone (center of hamlet) on Sat. Bring swim trunks 


—— (boys) and Bikinis (girls) for delightful swim in 
naturally heated pool. Can either eat dinner at cafe 


or in a nearby camp. No wood or water at camp. 


Water available at Shoshone is not too palatable. - 


| Advise bringing own water. Sun. caravan to start of 
| climb up west face of Eagle Peak. A strikingly serrated 
| uplift. Some Class 3 near top. Elevation gain about 
١ 1800' and round trip of 3 mi. or so. A real fun climb. 
| Leaders: ANDY SMATKO and ELLEN SIEGAL. 


Rabbit Peak (6623') 9 a.m.: A scenic route up the 

Salton Sea side of this DPS emblem peak. Meet Sat. 

at Junction of U S 99 and 74th Ave., 15V, mi. south 

—  — —— —-T ef Indio for 2 mi. caravan to trailhead. Backpack 6 mi. 

to waterless campsite; climb peak Sun. and return. NO 

WATER; bring enough for entire trip. Driving 300 mi. 
o leaders: JOHN ROBINSON and FRANK SANBORN. 
| Those interested in one-day marathon climb of peak 

contact TOM HUNT. — 





FEB, 8-9 SAT.-SUN. STERNA PEAKS—‏ لل لك 

ROCK CLIMBING 
Advanced Ice Axe Practice, Harwood: The Sierra Peaks 
, and Rock Climbing Sections join this weekend at Har- 
| wood for snow and ice training and practice. Ice axe 
and basic knowledge of how to use it are required 
| (see Mountaineering Course for beginning instruction), 
| crampons desirable. Meet Sat. at Harwood Lodge for 
| informal activities. LOTHAR KOLBIG will entertain Sat. 
eve, Res. TED and MARY JANE MAIER. Leaders: JOHN. 
CO ae and JOHN MENDENHALL. Hosts: LOTHAR 

١ and MYRTLE KOLBIG. Cook: MARYANN ROLSE. 





EM M MH 


FEB. 15-16 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 





ie 000620010 90 0 00O Om In park —— — ——— — — — — — — — 


| center of Mecca at 10:00 a.m. Sat., Feb. 15 for start 
| of caravan along interesting Coachella Branch of All- 


| 
| 
—— JAN. 18-19 SAT-SUN. DESERT PEAKS Uf 


„¦ American Canal to dry campsite (bring water) near— 


| base of Peak. To reach Mecca Park take Hwy. 99 
| South to State Hwy. 111 about 3 mi. south of Indio. 


| Turn off on State 111 and drive about 11 mi. to. 


| Mecca. Turn East off highway to city park in center 
|! of town. Peak and surrounding area offers tremend- 
| ously scenic views of Salton Sea and fertile farmland 
| in this dat : rocl | 
١ nearby — also Painted Canyon and date milk shakes 
| on way home Sun. Easy climb to summit of Peak. 
Driving 300 mi. Leader: HUGH PARSHALL. Asst.: BOB 
| GREENAWALI: GUN Sumo I ORUM a 
















Dominating the southern half of the 
Santa Rosa Range, and overlooking Anza- 

Borrego on one side and the Salton Sea 

on ‘the other, is 6623' Rabbit Peak. - 
From any direction this DPS emblem 
peak is a tough ascent. Most of those 
who make the long climb swear never to 
return, yet many of these same climb- 
ers return to this great hogback moun- 
tain three, four and even five times. 





An enthusiastic group of 40 members am 
guests turned out at the below sea- 
level roadhead, prepared to test the 
enchantment of "Wild Rabbit", They - 
followed an old mining trail across 
the dry desert floor and up onto the 
rocky alluvial fan that sprawls out of _ 
Rabbit's east flank. Under a clear 
warm sky the party trudged with water- 
heavy packs up the long SE ridge toa 
dry campsite on a cactus-covered pla- - 
teau,from where they gazed down at the 
twinkling lights around the Salton Sea. 


Sunday morning, 33 of the group, divided 
into fast and slow parties, : scrambled 
up the steep SE ridge of Rabbit and 
across the long summit hogback to the 
rocky high-point. They were joined by 
3 one-day marathoners who had left the 
cars early that morning. 36 signed 


— ee the new Sierra Club register and. con- B 


| 
| FEB. 1-2 SAT.-SUN. DESERT mmm 5 


١ gratulated Lothar Kolbig on attaining 
his emblem. A tired but satisfied 
Parker Severson wrote the following. 
summit lament into the new register: 


Alas, what pronpa we mortals so vain, 
 ... To pursue this mighty sore-muscle game, . 
Plodding with sweat and tears through 
storm and rain, 
To crown these noble summits with our 
- name. 


The long return was via a little-known 
spring below the east flank of the 
peak. Flashlights danced across the 
desert floor asthe last weary climbers 
moved toward the cars well after dark. 
"Wild Rabbit" had again been tamed. — 


John Robi gon 





.  FEB. 29-MAR. 1 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Picacho Pk. (1,947'): Meet Sat. afternoon at 4 p.m. 
at Picacho Landing on Colorado River Turn off U.S. 

. 80, 2 mi. west of Yuma, then drive 21 mi north. 
Arrows will be posted to locate camp, which will be 
close by. Early birds can swim and relax in the sun 
Sat. afternoon. Sun. morning caravan part way back 
toward Yuma. Leave cars about 8 a.m. Leader: ARKEL 
ERB. 


-—— — A — — 








late-growing center. Good rockhound areas ~ 


| MARZO ole SAT: = SIERRA EAS 
4 6: T . m. وا‎ A es y 
‘Conditioner & Advanced Only Ice Axe Exercise Cuca- 


onga Pk. (8859') and Etiwanda Pk. (8662') —Meet 
:30 a.m. at west end of Icehouse Canyon parking lon 
ff Mt. Baldy Road. Hiking 12 mi. 4500' elevation 


nmm gain. Some steep snow slopes may be icy. Require- 
ments: Lug soles, ice axe, ability to use ice axe, cram- 


pons optional. Driving 110 miles. Leader and trans:  .‏ ست 
T A diia‏ دت TOM AMNEUS,‏ 


| 

| MAR. 7-8 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
El Mayor (3130): Meet Sat. 9:00 a.m. at km 55; 42 
miles south of Mexicali on the road towards San 
Felipe. Climb El Mayor Sat. EXPLORATORY. Elevation 
gain about 3300 ft. Rugged terrain. Camp Sat. night 
at El Mayor fishing camp (km 55) fee $1.00 per car. 





—— - 





LEE Sun. explore Cucapas Range. Driving 570 mi. Leaders: P pon iu 
HARRY MELTS & ARKEL ERB. Trans. ABE SIEMENS  — a ril 7, in tk 
Roónr of 
> Pu bli t I Abrai [VA 
` MAR. 21 SAT. LOCAL HIKE N A AES Ry 
[Chantry Flats to Mt, Wilson—8:30 a.m.: Hike up Ek a ML Mm 
: ‘beautiful Santa Anita Canyon past Sturtevants to “= d 0r COSta 


. . LI ere . . C BIG s e / " 
summit. Fairly strenuous trip—hiking 14 mi., elevation Sanborn of 


gain 4000’. Driving 45 mi. Leader: ED QUIGLEY. Asst.: Grove, both teact 
HEN MES GUS HAMILTON. Trans.: REBECCA TUCK. — — —  —eounty schools 
hobinson will show slides 


—— “MAR. 21-22 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS 
Tucki (tuke-eye) Mtn. (6732'): A non-technical vernal 
equinoxial climb to one of Death Valley's famous 

~ peaks. From this point is offered commanding views 


M e x ER 4.1 C "A AY xx. AA, 
laken.in the م‎ lerra Nevada 


i < 4 0| 


of „Furnace Creek, the sand dunes, and the Funeral ant f 0 
poe Sat. nite camp at White Sage Flat, 2-3 mi. west ONT ا‎ - 
3 of Emigran$ Pass. Drive 9 mi. past Wildrose Station ~ vill report on 





t 
‘on main Death Valley road via Trona. Turn left at mou ( 
Pass. Bring wood & water. Hiking: 8 cross-country mi. hy. 
Sun. USGS Emigrant Canyon Quad topo sheet applica- - 

ble. Driving: 500 mi. Leader: BOB GREENAWAL-. 

: HUGH PARSHALL 
— eee حص‎ 
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. MAR. 22 EEG SON: SIERRA PEAKS 

| Millard Canyon—10 a.m.: Beginning mountaineering, 
conditioning, equipment, scrambling, mountain travel. 
Be introduced to the entire range of a different sport. 

Girls especially invited. Wear rubber soled shoes. Drive 

. north on Chaney trail Ave. in Altadena to sunset ridge 


Forest. Station, where group will meet. Leader: MILES 
BRUBACHER 





Would-be and real mountain climbers 
| enjoyed Frank Sanborn's and John Rob- 
APR. 4-5 SAT.-SUN. DESERT PEAKS SECTION | Anson's talk on the Sierra Peaks Sec. ————————— 
opah (6,394'): First scheduled climb of this pinyon | tion and magnificent slides of climbs. 
covered D P S peak, highest point in the Nopah Range. A slide of resting hikers appeared up- 
Meet in Shoshone on State Hwy 127 Sat. at 3:00 side down. John's.remark "It real)», E d 
p.m. Those who wish to swim in the naturally heated wasn't that steep" brought down the 
Shoshone pool should bring swimsuits and arrive house. 
early. We will caravan to our campsite in Chicago imc "up en "egt 
Valley. Latecomers drive east from Shoshone on paved 
road towards Pahrump for about 6 mi. then turn 
right on dirt road 4 mi. to campsite. Arrows will be 
osted. Bring water and firewood. Climb peak early 
Sun. Hiking 14 mi. of class 1, elevation gain 4300 ft. 
iving 550. mi. Leaders; ABE SIEMENS & GENE GAIL 
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APR. 7 TUES. ORANGE CO. GROUP PA = 
‘Santa Ana Library—8:00 p.m.: FRANK SANBORN & 
JOHN ROBINSON will present a lecture and slide 
program to introduce the: Sierra Peaks Section to 


Orange Countians. Host: DICK FOSSETT. 
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Eine — — — | Sierra crest. Inyo is an emblem peak. Meet Sat. 8:00 — 


nd 


E ee climb peak. Bring stoves, ice axe, crampons, boots 
with lug soles. First time scheduled. Driving 520 mi., 
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| APR. 11-12 


quired. 


SAT.SUN. SIERRA PEAKS - 
Carthago (10,480'); Spanish Needle (7879'): Meet 


Sat. 7:30 a.m. at Union 76 station in Olancha. 10 


mi. hiking — 6700' elev. gain. Sun meet 8:00 a.m. 
8 mi. hiking 4000' elev. gain—3rd class. Restricted to 
3rd class climbers. Call leader if your name is on 
S.P.S. safety committee approved list. Lug soles re- 
Bring water for Sat. night camp. Leaders: 


ARKEL ERB and GORDON MacLEOD. 


`` MAY 9-10 





APR. 19 SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Strawberry Peak 9 a.m.: Beginning Mountaineering. 
An easy introduction to this exciting sport. Girls 
especially invited. This mountain has everything that 
most Sierra Peaks have — interesting trails, trailless 
ridge climbing, rock scrambling, 2000' of elevation 
gain and an excellent view from top. Wear rubber 
soled shoes. Meet at Angeles Crest Hwy Y mi. past 
Palmdaie ,uinoff. Leaders: MILES BRUBACHER and 
FRANK SANDBORN. 





APR. 25-26 SAT.-SUN. 
Smith (9532'); Crag (95557). Mountaineering Train- 
ing Field trip to Kern Plateau. Meet 8 a.m. Take 9 
mi. Canyon Rd. from U.S. 6 about 14 mi. north of 
Homestead cafe to Fish Creek Meadow campground 
where we meet Sat. New access road will take us 
close to Smith Mtn. Car camp at Fish Creek Mea- 
dow Sat. night. Sun. hike via trail to Clover Meadow 
to climb Crag Peak. Hiking each day 12 mi. Driving 
370 mi. Leader: DICK JALI. Trans.: BILL HEUSEL. 


SIERRA PTA 


MAY 2-3 SAT.-SUN. 


peaks of the Inyo Range offer superb panoramas 
across the Owens Valley trench to the ramparts of the 


a.m. at the Lone Pine drinking fountain; caravan over 
rough desert roads to start of climb. Backpack 4000' 


to waterless campsite Sat.; climb either or both peaks 


Sun. and return to cars. The trip is strenuous and most- 
ly waterless. although we should be on snow near the 
top. Hiking 16 mi. Driving 430 mi. Leaders: JOHN 
ROBINSON and FRANK SANBORN. | E 
ج‎ 





SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 

Birch Mtn. (13,660’) —Class 2—7 a.m.: Meet next to 
Standard Oil Station in Big Pine. Caravan up Big Pine 
Rd. a few miles towards McMurry Meadow and back- 
pack up Birch Creek to campsite at 9200' elevation. 


hiking each day 10 mi. 
SON & TOM ROSS. E 


Leaders: GRAHAM STEPHEN- 


SAT.-SUN. 


Mono Craters (9,172’), Bloody Mtn. (12,544') —9:00 
a.m.: This joint DPS-SPS trip will combine an easy, 


~~ scenic volcanic climb with a semi-strenuous snow ascent 


of a major Sierra Peak, inter-spaced with a refreshing 
swim in the warm waters of Hot Creek. Meet Sat. morn- 


— — —r-—-ing across from the Union 76 station at the junction 


_ swimming. Car-camp Sat. night at Convict Lake. Early _ 


of the June Lake Rd. and US 395 for the caravan to 
Mono Craters. Sat. afternoon retire to Hot Creek for 


Sun. caravan to Laurel Creek for the 4000' snow ascent 
of Bloody. Bring ice axe, lug soles and bathing suit. 


| Hiking: 4 mi. Sat., 10 mi. Sun. Driving: 600 mi. Lead- 
EC ers: FRANK SANBORN (Mono Craters), JOHN ROB- 
| 1 


INSON. (Bloody). - 
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DESERT PEAKS " 


- Mt. Inyo (115107"), Mt. Keynot (11,101"): These lofty a 


DESERT PEAKS z 
SIERRA PEAKS 








A Beginners Mountaineering Training 
Field Trip to Smith Mtn. and Crag Peak 
On April 25-26 was sponsored by the 


SPS. For some reason, only 124 people 
Showed up on Saturday.Due to ambiguity 
in the Schedule write-up, many people 


camped at Fish Creek Meadow instead of _ 


Fish Creek Campground and thereby eamed 
& rebuke from the Forest Service Ranger 
for damaging the meadow by driving cars 
around upon it. (Tsh, Tsh, and Sierra 

Clubbers no less) 


The group left the trailhead about 9AM 
and soon came upon logging roads and 


Operations. It was awesome to watch 
those huge machines at work in the 
forest. Lumber may be necessary ,but 


loggers leave a mess in wild areas, 
or anywhere else! 


The trail led to Jackass Meadow where ve 
got our first view of Smith Mountain.We 
followed the trail to the place closest 
to the summit of Smith. We then headed 
directly west to the summit. After Sons 
debate and the climbing of the summits 
it was decided that the south summit was 


the higher and the register placed there.. 


The day was pleasantly warm with a few 
Clouds, and fine views of Olancha and 
Langley were seen from the summit. 


Smith must have been too much for 
for only 50 persons arrived 
Meadow Sunday for the climb 
Fording of the South Fork of the Kern 
turned back a few more. The rest went 
on to Clover Meadow. The route directly 
up Crag fron Clover Meadow is covered 
with brush and scree. The summit was 
reached in early afternoon. It is bet- 
ter to follow the trail further on and 
ascend 8 broad canyon leading up the 
northeast side to between the summit 
and a few crags to the east. 


aytti - - R. M. Jali 


some 
at Kennedy 
of Crag. 





MAY 29-30-31 FRI.-SAT.-SUN. SIERRA PEAKS 
Kern Peak (11,493') —Class 1—8a.m.: Meet at road- 
head at Troy Meadows. Take Hwy. 6—14 miles north 
of Homestead Cafe, turn onto 9 mi. Canyon road and 
near Kennedy Meadow take road to Troy Meadow. Fri. 
backpack to campsite, wood and water. Sat. climb peak 
and return to camp. Sun. return to cars over same route 


as in. Lug soles required. First time scheduled. Driving: 


380 mi. Leaders: ANDY SMATKO & TOM AMNEUS. - 
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